MINUTES
MEETING OF THE BOARD OF TRUSTEES,

CLIFTON TOWN MEETING

March 06, 2006

Present: George Bishop, Betsy Black, Carol Brammer, Dick Druffel, Kip Eagen, Mike Elovitz, Bill Gordon, Cindy Herrick, Cheryl Jakubowski, Tom Osborn, Mary  Schubauer-Berigan, Steve Slack, Beth Withers 

Meeting called to order – 7:31 pm
Special Guest – Senator Eric Kearney, representing the 9th senatorial district, gave a brief presentation. He said that quality of life factors contribute to making Clifton and the rest of Uptown one of the few areas of the city where both population and employment are growing. He said that health care for all, adoption, and child care are important issues.

Regular Reports

Police Report – Dana Jones. Distributed monthly crime report. Reminder that the Safety Committee meets at Bruegger’s at 4:00 pm on the Thursday following the regular CTM meeting. Current committee focus is on long-term community goals – graffiti and landlord/ tenant relations. A follow-up meeting on the policy change regarding Neighborhood Contact Officers will occur at the end of the month. Kip volunteered to attend representing CTM.

Fire Department Report – none
Recreation Center Report – Dale Doerman. Reviewed recent Clifton Rec Center events. Spring Vacation camp will be held at Corryville Rec Center, not at Clifton, 03/31 – 04/07. 
Minutes – Motion to accept with revisions made prior to meeting. (Mary moved, Cher seconded. Vote 12-0-1.

Treasurer’s Report – Motion to accept as presented. Cindy moved, George seconded. 
Vote 13-0-0.

Special Reports
Uptown Transportation Study – Robert Koehler, Project Manager. The Uptown Consortium and OKI are funding a study of actions to improve transportation in the area. 


* Phase 1 (Early action items) can be implemented quickly and easily, because of little need for engineering and land acquisition, and improve traffic flow significantly. These include establishment of a Transportation Management Association; improvements in traffic signal timing and bus scheduling; coordination of shuttle systems provided by uptown employers with each other and with Metro; changes in peak-hour parking restrictions; and adding left-turn signals. 

* Phase 2 (long term) – I71-MLK interchange is under study; reconfiguration of Vine St/MLK intersection; and re-connecting Vine Street through University Plaza.


* Questions raised re trade-off between parking reduction, increased traffic speed, and safety of pedestrian and bicycle riders. OKI does not plan to mark bicycle lanes. OKI does not plan to discuss the non-sustainability of the car culture or alternatives to automobile use.

Gray Road Landfill Development Proposal – Sue Hagedorn. The Gray Road landfill will close and be capped by end of 2007. Vandecar, a development firm, plans to build a big box retail development (Super Walmart, Home Depot, etc.) on the site and adjoining properties. For this project to proceed, Vandecar will require control of the land and zoning changes. A group of Gray Road Residents (contact suzahdorn@yahoo.com) gave a PowerPoint presentation on the proposal and asked CTM to oppose the proposed development. 

* Questions: Reaction of other neighboring communities – all but Finneytown oppose. Impact on Clifton – especially traffic on Clifton Ave. Might Spring Grove Cemetery purchase the land – Not at this time. Can neighbors purchase property – they have been meeting with owner for years, without success.
WiFi in Clifton –Theresa Hellie. LilyPad has been talking with CBPA and some residents about the possibility of creating an open-access WiFi area, on a corporate sponsorship model, near the Clifton business district. Will require mounting small “access points” discretely on buildings. Will only cover business district, because of cost. The service will be provided by and branded as LilyPad; LilyPad also is providing service at Findlay Market, Hyde Park, and Mt. Lookout squares.
Clifton House Tour – Mary Schubauer-Berigan. Date is 05/14, from 1:00 – 5:00. All houses lined up; volunteers needed. Passing around volunteer sign-up sheet.

Neighborhood Merit Grant Program – Cheryl Jakubowski. Program offers $1,000 per year. Cindy wants to apply for a grant to obtain some Main Street Program materials, to investigate whether the Main Street approach is appropriate for Clifton.Applications for these grants require vote of all attending meeting. Motion to support application. Cindy moved, Mike seconded. Sign-up sheet circulated. Vote was 60-0-2.

Security Cameras Update – George Bishop. City will cover operating cost if we get cameras. Monitoring will be centralized. Distribution/placement of cameras will be based on priorities. Clifton will be low on list because of perception of low levels of crime. May take 6-12 months before installation. 

Parks and Outdoor Issues – Steve Slack. 


* GreenUp Day – new date is 05/06, in Burnet Woods from 9:00 – 1:00. 


* Planning Commission hearing on revised wording for outdoor eating areas regulations – changes were tabled.

* Hearings on new Cincinnati Parks Master Plan will be held on 03/28, 03/29, and 03/30.

Merchant Lot Development Follow up Discussion

Recent developments - Dick Druffel. 
* Limited testing of the LLC property showed some contamination from the dry-cleaner’s previously located at the site. LLC working with city and consultant to recommend scope of additional testing required, budget. Expect report in 2 weeks.
* Mark McKillip and the Housing and Zoning committee have come up with a background document and draft list of criteria that will be used to evaluate Jack Brand’s proposal. CTM will post this information, share with community, and develop ways to evaluate proposal.

Questions from Board of Jack. Any changes since last month? Met with CBPA. Any new visuals? No.

Questions and Comments from Howell residents. We were misled about the project when the developers approached us to purchase our property. Traffic concerns – should Howell be closed to through traffic to mitigate effect of project? We think this project will hurt, not benefit, our community – Please explain how it will benefit us. Project is too large for the community. What is the position of the Library on this project?

Response from Board – two motions made.


* Motion to hold special Community Meeting between now and the next regularly scheduled CTM meeting to allow open discussion of this project. The meeting will be held in 2 – 3 weeks, and notice of the meeting will be put on the CTM web site and posted in the community. Cindy moved, Beth seconded. Vote 12-0-0.


* Motion: “There will be no private meetings between the CTM Board or Executive Committee and the developer(s) and/or their architects go make any policy decisions or any decisions about how policy decisions will be made. Fact finding discussions will be allowed. Cindy moved, Cher seconded. Vote 12-0-0.

Other Business

* Legal counsel. Dick mentioned that Joe Feldhaus is willing to serve as legal counsel to CTM on this project. Motion to allow CTM to hire legal counsel to aid with decision-making about this proposal. Spending limit $1,000 without further authorization. Bill moved, Cindy seconded. Vote 11-0-1.

* Dixmyth issue. Cher is still meeting with Good Sam. Rumors of planned construction north of New Dixmyth are not accurate.

* More on Merchant Lot. Questions from Board members about possibly hiring an urban design consultant, getting more information about Library’s involvement / interest in project, and possibility of getting UC involved in the discussions.

Meeting adjourned at 9:45. George moved, Cher seconded. Vote 12-0-0.
Respectfully submitted, 

Bill Gordon, Secretary, gordonwj@zoomtown.com
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