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How’s Business?
By Melissa Zimmer

“Business is great!” I wish that were
what I could report to the reader.
However, I have a much different story.
While the eateries thrive in Clifton,
the small staple shops are battling to
stay afloat. The battle they fight is not
one specific to just Clifton, but is a larger
problem that small businesses across the
nation face. Two local business owners
tell their stories and how construction,
big business and lack of knowledge
threaten that which draws us all to this
area.
The New World Bookshop has been a
part of Clifton for longer than most of the
current residents. For 32 years Ed Kluska
has provided Clifton with best sellers,
children’s stories, cookbooks, travel
books and any special orders his
customers might need. He has provided
his clientele with book signings by local
authors and sidewalk sales with abundant
bargains. His business survived even the
competition of the UC bookstore with its
faculty and student discounts.
In the past, Clifton business owners had
an Economic Review Committee which met
monthly to discuss new businesses that
wanted to come into the area. The
business district thrived and was known
as some of the best shopping in
Cincinnati. The area had a Fall festival
that drew buyers far and wide. The street
of Ludlow was pared down and people
walked shoulder to shoulder to take in the
local stores. The bookshop was
constantly busy with a continuous flow
of clients throughout the day and
evening. The Economic Review Committee
no longer meets. The Fall festival has
fallen by the wayside. The area no longer
is inundated with shoppers. And,
according to Ed Kluska, business is hard.

Lisa Storie of Sitwell’s Coffee Shop has
noticed a drop in business as well.
Sitwell’s, getting ready to celebrate it’s
11th year in business, is a coffee house
with a European flair. Not only can you
get a great cup of coffee but you are
guaranteed an unforgettable breakfast
sandwich as well. Lisa also provides
lunch, featuring fresh dishes with
seasonal ingredients. The artistic clientele
is never disappointed as Sitwell’s hosts
monthly art shows with local artists and a
holiday bazaar. Open mic night gives
artists the opportunity to share their
words on love, politics and life itself.
At Sitwell’s, the change in business is
closely associated with the on-going
construction that is rampant on the UC
Campus. Unlike the New World
Bookshop, Sitwell’s depends heavily on
the students for their success. Depending
on the businesses that go in to the new
developments, this could be threatened.
Another problem for the coffee shop—
and all the businesses, for that matter—is
the lack of parking. In the past, the first
hour of parking was free in the large
Clifton lot. Now that free parking is no
longer available, there has been a definite
downshift in business at Sitwell’s: Now
it’s not as convenient to park and dash in
for the morning fix of espresso.
So, what can be done to help local
business? Ed Kluska has said he will have
to close by the end of the year. It is a
shame, to say the least, that a store with
such a history must close. The idea of
living in such an area that provides local
shops and culture with flair is a
romanticized idea and draws people like
myself in droves. For those of us who are
so drawn to the shopping in the area, the
much-needed shops just may not be able
to succeed. Maybe knowing how they
struggle is half the battle with the rest of it
up to us, the residents who cherish the
area. We must find ways to help.

n.b.
This
is
NOT

Graffiti !
By Frederick Thomas
Clifton’s “Streetscapes” this year was
the largest ever. Artists recreated the
greatest of the world’s art in pastels on
Telford Street, September 24-25. Da Vinci’s
“Lady with an Ermine,” rendered by
Cincinnati Art Academy, was breathtaking.
Paintings by Matisse, Picasso, Renoir and
others were equally so. About 50 children
completed small pieces in the special
Children’s Section. Over 5,000 people
viewed the creations as 75 old and young
artists suffered aching knees. The value of
their time was in the tens of thousands of
dollars, the results priceless.
It was a time for coming together.
Sponsors included the Cincinnati Zoo,
Clifton merchants, the Art Academy, CTM
and individual art lovers. Four members of
Continued on page 3
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“All the News that Fits, We Print!”
With this issue our newsletter concludes
its fifth year of publication. When we first began
our efforts we felt strongly that our community
needed to forge stronger ties between its diverse
factions and across the borders of social,
political and racial sensibilities. We felt that
Clifton is not just a place on a map but is also
very much a sense of community. We have held
on to those opinions as our publication has
grown. We have always tried to offer these pages
as a forum for anyone who wished to use it. So
please don’t hestitate to let us hear from you As
we look forward to another five years (most of
which will be, this writer most devoutly hopes,
under a new editor) we also look forward to a
number of wonderful new events in Clifton—the
new Arts Center, for instance, will give us a
renewed focus for our civic energies.
Once again, we are fiercely proud to
introduce new members of our ever expanding
staff. Josephine Kosmalski has joined our ranks
as has Melissa Zimmer; Elaine Suess has been
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drafted and so has Clifton artist Richard Luschek. Our U.C.
connection is strengthened by the addition of Ting Lu of
the Republic of China. We welcome them all to these
pages and hope their tenure will be a pleasant one. We
would be happy to welcome you as well, so please just
send us an email (cliftonnews@cinci.rr.com) or be a big
spender and send us a note: P.O. Box 20067, Cincinnati,
OH 45220. Or introduce yourself to any of the rogues
depicted in the gallery on the back page. And here a very
special note of thanks is due Tom Lohre, a very talented
individual who has contributed untold hours toward this
edition of our journal.
This issue raises some serious questions concerning the future of our little shopping area, encompassing
Ludlow/Jefferson/CliftonAvenues. How can we help our
little shops to prosper? Let’s have your ideas. Could we
encourage a seasonal fair to draw people to Clifton, other
events along the lines of the wonderfully successful
StreetScapes?
On the subject of serious questions: we Chroniclers
suffered a grievous injury when ace editor Sandy Cohan
broke her wrist while perhaps too energetically correcting
manuscript submissions. We took her along to the
Emergency Room at Deaconess and tested their 20-minute
expert care claim; it’s true! We hope you won’t have need
of their services, but, just in case, it’s good to know about
Deaconess.
As a quarterly, we really cannot write obituaries. But
we also cannot ignore the passing of a person like Gordon
Cain--not that there are any others like Gordie. He was the
quintessential Cliftonite, born, bred and deceased in our
midst, active on every iniative and a friend to anyone and
everyone who wanted or needed a friend. Clifton is not the
same without you, Gordie.

—E.P. Harris

A Deaconess Long Term Care Facility

Proudly serving all levels of care in the Clifton community for nearly a century!
Independent and Assisted Living Apartments

Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation

Celebrate the holidays with your friends at Scarlet Oaks!

Holiday Boutique
Scarlet Oaks Mansion
Tuesday, Dec. 6, 2005 • Noon - 7 p.m.
Find last minute holiday gifts made by local vendors, including
wood art, painted ceramics, beadwork, crocheted clothing and jewelry.
Free admission and parking
Light refreshments
For more information about our continuum of care, please call
Lara at 475-4203 or Nancy at 475-4210.
440 Lafayette Avenue, Clifton

www.ScarletOaksRetirementCommunity.com

(513) 861-0400
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NOT Graffiti continued from page 1
City Council and three members of the
Mayor’s and City Manager’s offices
attended. It was a festival for one and all,
enjoyed by Cliftonites and Cincinnatians
of all varieties. And it was there to be
enjoyed for the following week or so. Or
so we assumed.
But Monday morning, in an incredible
act of vandalism, it was all destroyed.
Ignoring announcements, articles, city
sponsorship and signs, a mysterious city
inspector declared the Streetscapes
“graffiti,” and ordered a worker to destroy
our art by power washing.
Merchants, including Sitwell’s Lisa
Storie, attempted to stop the worker. He
refused, stating that his inspector had
decided to remove the “graffiti” and he
had to follow orders. Amidst dismay and
outrage all that beauty was soon powerwashed away.
Patrick Borders, president of CTM, and
event coordinator Kip Eagen called City
Hall as soon as they heard, first
contacting councilman Jim Tarbell’s
office, then other councilmembers and
the head of Cincinnati Department of
Public Works (DPW), who initially
refused to admit that a mistake had been
made. The issue was soon before the full
Council, where all were incredulous.
It turns out that there had been much
discussion about graffiti recently. The
merchants in preparing for the festival

had deluged the DPW with requests for
real graffiti removal These requests were
handled slowly, leading to complaints and
strained feelings. Was the mystery
inspector retaliating by striking out at the
source of his aggravation? This theory
fits the facts. It was either that or the
result of a civic stupidity which even in
this city defies comprehension.
It appears we will never know what
actually happened. DPW has refused to
identify the inspector. The DPW argued
before CTM that this was a mistake, but
what kind? The identity of the inspector
remains a mystery. He was supposedly
reprimanded. That remains unconfirmed.
City Council has helped to ease the pain
by budgeting $8,000 toward next year’s
event (under the stern urging of
Councilman Jim Tarbell) and has promised
to repave Telford to make it easier to draw
on. But the citizens and contributors are
angry. Our wonderful art has been
vandalized by a city employee. And here
is a twist on the proverb: “Who watches
the watchers?” In this case: “Who
vandalizes more than the vandals?”

Our good friends at
St. Bernard Self Storage
are once again offering their
facility as
a Collection Site for Both

Toys for Tots
&
Coats for Kids.
Donations may be made daily
Monday-Friday 10-5, Saturdays
10-4 and Sundays 12-4.
Any questions please call
(513)641-4772
1020 Kieley Place St Bernard
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Changing the Face of
UPTOWN
By Josephine Kosmalski
A consortium is a partnership, which is
why the title “Uptown Consortium” is so
appropriate. Because of this partnership
there is approximately $300 million in
community redevelopment underway in
Uptown with a number of communityenhancing initiatives on the horizon.
The Uptown Consortium’s area of focus
is composed of Clifton, Clifton Heights,
Avondale, Corryville, Fairview, Mt.
Auburn and University Heights. This
broad area is a hub for culture, education,
health care and diversity.
Created in 2003, the Uptown Consortium
is a non-profit community development
corporation dedicated to the human,
social, economic and physical
improvement of Uptown Cincinnati. It was
conceived by and is comprised of
Uptown’s five largest employers:
Cincinnati Children’s Hospital Medical
Center, Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical
Garden, The Health Alliance of Greater
Cincinnati, TriHealth and the University
of Cincinnati. The idea was that by
working together more could be
accomplished for all.
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In 2003, with the help of the real estate
finance and economic development
consulting firm HR&A, the Consortium
completed a study of Uptown and
identified areas in which the communities
had challenges and opportunities.
Challenges included a lack of public
space, high poverty levels, high crime and
low home ownership. Opportunities
included historical character, access to
major highways, underutilized green
space and $3 billion per year in economic
activity. With that in mind, the Consortium
and HR&A outlined several key issues:
public safety, transportation, housing,
economic development and neighborhood
definition.
The next major move came in March
2004 with the hiring of Tony T. Brown to
serve as the Consortium’s first president
and CEO. Under Mr. Brown’s leadership,
coupled with the efforts of HR&A, the
Consortium launched studies in its focus
areas and in December 2004 the team
issued its final report, “Strategic
Opportunity Plan: Uptown Cincinnati.”
If you are interested in knowing more,
log on to the Consortium’s web site,
www.uptownconsortium.org, or call
513.556.2742. Beginning in fall 2003, the
Consortium initiated an intensive
community outreach process that
involved more than 40 individual and
group sessions
with key
community, civic
and institutional
leaders. The
Consortium
continues to
meet with a
plethora of
residents,
community
councils,
business
owners,
developers and
other leaders to
inform and be
informed.

Here are some fast
facts about Uptown.

 Uptown’s population is just
over 51,000

 Uptown’s neighborhoods














comprise 15% of the Cincinnati
population
The Uptown neighborhood
total housing units account for
16% of the total housing units
in Cincinnati
There is a great degree of racial
diversity in Uptown, with 51%
African-American, 43% white
and 4% Asian
32% of Uptown residents live
in Avondale (population
16,192)
17% of Uptown residents live
in Clifton (population 8,579)
17% of Uptown residents live
in University Heights
(population 8,731)
14% of Uptown residents live
in Fairview-Clifton Heights
(population 7,261)
13% of Uptown residents live
in Mt. Auburn (population
6,477)
7% of Uptown residents live in
Corryville (population 3,830)
The five founding institutions
of the Uptown Consortium
produce over $1 billions in
payroll and generate
approximately $3 billion in
economic activity
In Uptown, home ownership
rates of 20% are far below
Cincinnati’s average (35%) and
the national average of 68.3%

Scarlet Oaks Holiday Boutique
Find holiday gifts made by local vendors
at the Scarlet Oaks Retirement
CommunityBoutique
on Tuesday, December 6
from noon to 7 p.m.
Enjoy the uniquely
historic Scarlet Oaks Mansion while you
browse through exhibits bursting with
wood art, painted ceramics, beadwork,
crocheted clothing and jewelry.
Admission and parking are free.
Scarlet Oaks is located at
440 Lafayette Avenue.
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CTM’s Year End
Report
Our final article for 2005 begins with
what is new in 2006. At the November
meeting, dues-paid members voted on
several proposed changes to the
wording of the CTM Constitution. These
revisions changed the timing of board
member and officer elections and the
seating of the new board members to the
January meeting. The revisions also
allowed for the fiscal budget to coincide
with the calendar year.
The results of the board member
elections are in! The new members who
will serve for three years are: Dick
Druffel, Bill Gordon, Robin Lee, Malcolm
Montgomery and Beth Withers. Current
board members Jim Segers and Mary
Schubauer-Berigan were re-elected to
three-year terms, while Michele Murphy
and Forrest Griffen will fill the two-year
and one-year vacancies resulting from
resignations. We thank them all for
stepping forward to serve the Clifton
community.
Tied in with our already popular
Streetscapes event, the “Canvas Clifton”
auction and the fundraiser dinner at
Tink’s were very successful for a firstyear event. (I know firsthand that a
couple from Maryland was thrilled with
their auction purchase!) CTM congratulates and thanks all those involved for
their time and effort in putting these
activities together. The monies raised will
be used for the betterment of Clifton and

the continuance and expansion of these
unique events.
Two other CTM-sponsored projects
were equally well received. Candidates
Night had an excellent turn out, both of
those running for office–mayor, city
council, judge and school board–and of
residents who wanted to hear what they
had to say. We give a round of applause
to Ann Marchioni for pulling this
together. Hopefully those who did get
elected will remember that Cliftonites care
about their city and neighborhood.
The other event, the Clifton Lantern
Walk, was yet again bigger and better.
An estimated 350 people participated in
this annual walk and plans for next year’s
walk are already being made. Many
thanks to Keller’s IGA for their generous
support of the event.
Speaking of walks, District 5 police
will again be adding extra walking patrols
throughout the business area during the
holiday shopping season so that you
may feel comfortable while you patronize
our local shopkeepers. A great night to
do that is Friday, December 16, when our
annual free Carriage Tour of Clifton will
occur from 6 to 9 p.m., departing from the
fountain at Clifton and Ludlow.
Looking forward to 2006 (or not!) we
will warn you that the on-again, offagain, now on-again project to reconstruct the intersections of Ludlow at
Morrison and also Brookline are due to
start in March and the “New Dixmyth”
project will begin in earnest. I hear your
groans but after the completion we will
hopefully all feel it was worth the
aggravation. On the brighter side, May
14 will be our showcase of the Clifton
House Tour. Volunteers are needed so
come join the fun! It is a great way to
meet your neighbors (see the box for
more details!)

Plans for the 2006 Clifton House Tour
are underway!
The next Clifton House Tour will take
place Sunday, May 14 (Mother’s Day) of
next year.
As long-time Clifton residents are aware,
this triennial house tour is a grand
opportunity to showcase the tremendous diversity of homes in our neighborhood, and is also a primary
fundraiser for Clifton. Proceeds from the
house tour support the ongoing
activities of CTM and your neighbors,
including special events like the
Streetscapes festival and Lantern walk,
as well as publication of the Clifton
Chronicle. Volunteers are sought to help
with the tour.
Do YOU want to help?
We need help in several areas, including
advertising, planning the volunteer
reception and serving as hosts or
docents on the day of the tour. Volunteers receive complimentary tickets for
the tour. Please contact Cheryl
Jakubowski at 221-0028 or Mary
Schubauer-Berigan at 861-9486 to
volunteer or get more information.

Attention Cliftonites!
CTM has received 600 pairs of
complimentary tickets to the 2005 Festival of
Lights.
This generous offering is from the Cincinnati
Zoo to use as incentives to encourage people to
join and stay part of CTM. You can get a pair
of these free tickets by joining or renewing
your CTM membership right now. Tickets are
valid on any of the following dates: 12/14,
12/15, 12/21 or 12/22. Parking is not included.
Please contact Mary Schubauer-Berigan
at 861-9486 or fausster@yahoo.com for more
information, and please act quickly!
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Night of the Kami
By Frederick Thomas

For traditional Japanese the “kami,” or
spirits of the departed, are real and can be
sensed. On special evenings, Japanese
assemble at lakes and rivers where kami
gather and put very personal messages to
them onto rice paper. The paper is attached to a box frame on a tiny boat with a
candle inside and floated over the water
where kami can read them. It is charming
and poignant. The most famous of these
festivals takes place each August 6 in
Hiroshima, the anniversary of the city’s
destruction. Over 60,000 messages are
released and many tears.
This method of communing with the
dead has been adopted at Spring Grove,
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Cincinnati’s and
our country’s most
beautiful parkstyle cemetery. On
Saturday, September 26, volunteers
sweated during a
hot evening to
prepare boats and
materials. For the
next two hours
people arrived,
picked up rice
paper and markers
and wrote often
heartbreaking
messages to the
dead.
Eight bands and choirs
sang and played carefully
chosen music while the
messages were composed by
over 500 attendees. As at
Hiroshima, the messages of
children were most devastating. Three little girls wrote, “I
love you mommy and daddy,”
assisted by a grieving uncle.
Tearful expressions were
directed to life partners, pets,
public figures and stillborn
children (“I wanted to name
you Karen, but I never had
the chance…”). People cried
without embarrassment as

Photos courtesy of Spring Grove Cemetery

they explained their messages to strangers. This was all the more poignant
because all of Clifton’s diverse citizenry
was represented and has never been more
unified.
At dark the messages were attached
each to a tiny boat and set afloat. On a hill
a bagpiper played “Amazing Grace,”
adding a Scottish poignancy. We can
learn from the ancient culture of Japan.
The festival will be repeated next year and
it’s one you don’t want to miss.
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By John McEvoy
An old saying comes to mind when I
think of Gordon Cain: “He was the salt of
the earth.” And was he salty! Clifton
seems a less appetizing place without its
honorary mayor. I’ll forever remember
those great conversations – Gordon made
gossip an art-form – we had over the
freezers in the IGA. I invariably came away
without the milk or eggs I thought I
needed, but feeling more nourished and
connected with the rest of the community
nonetheless. I’ll never forget the good
times we had coaching and supporting
our boys in their epic struggles on the
soccer field, and how Gordon led the
victory charge when Clifton Crew won the
State Championship. But maybe my
fondest memory of Gordon is of his trip to
London with Walnut Hills High School.
Knowing London and knowing Gordon, I

assured him that he was going to
have a great time. Sure enough, he
got on famously with the natives,
and returned with a big grin and a
little present– a memento of the
old country – for me. It was a
white coffee mug with the words
MIND THE GAP emblazoned on
the side. This is the warning you
hear on the public-address system
at those stations on the London
Underground where you alight
from the (straight) train onto a
tightly curving platform. Gordon got a big
kick out of that – “you crazy limeys,” he
muttered as he handed me the mug. But
that simple and funny gift gains more
significance in my mind now that Gordon’s
no longer with us. It tells us so much
about his approach to life. Hovering over
his family and community like a guardian
angel, he was always warning us to “mind
the gap” between individual ambition and
the greater good. Though frequently
humorous, his warnings weren’t always
polite, but in this world it’s hard to see
how they could have been otherwise. Our
friend Gordon was a great man because he
cared. My family and I miss him dearly.

The Garden Club of Clifton
Recognizes Area Merchants
At the October meeting of The Garden
Club of Clifton, four area merchants
were recognized for their consistent
and beautiful contributions to our
community.

Habenero,
Columbia Bank,
Central Parkway
AutoWash,
and U.S. Bank
have all had beautiful floral displays
and landscaping during the summer.
Thank you to all of them for their work
to make Clifton a delight.
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The Clifton Recreation Center is full of
activity during the fall, our longest quarter
of the year. On October 15 ten Clifton
teens joined community center directors
Joe Goeldner and Jim Moore for the day
long, city-wide teen social rafting and
fishing trip on the Little Miami River. The
100 teens had snacks at Morgan’s Livery
before boarding the rafts for their threemile journey to Morgan’s Campground
where they fished, challenged the
climbing wall, played basketball,
volleyball and ate again before heading
home. This outing was made possible in
part through a grant from the Ohio
Department of Natural Resources and the
Hooked On Fishing Not On Drugs
program.
On October 27 our senior group visited
the Sculpture Garden where they were
wowed by the collection and the rolling
hillside setting. Center Director and senior
programmer Arnelle Dow reports that they
are eager to return during the holidays to
view the lighted displays.
About 30 youth from our After School
Day Camp traveled to Corryville Center on
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the 28th, where they participated in the
annual Halloween Parade. Hundreds of
costumed participants and staff from
several centers joined in the parade and
then retired to the center for treats and
games. As usual, it was difficult to tell
who had more fun, the staff or the youth.
We will be holding our holiday day
camp at Clifton Center December 19-23,
and from December 27-30. Children can
arrive as early as 7:00 a.m. but must be
signed out by 6:00 p.m. Take advantage of
this opportunity to do your last minute
shopping, baking and decorating, while
your children participate in structured
activities at the center with their
classmates and friends. Sign up early and
beat the last minute rush.
The Clifton School basketball teams will
be practicing and competing in the gym.
Our after school participants and parents
are invited to observe and enjoy all the
heated action and cheer on their favorite
team (and that better be Clifton!) Games
are scheduled for Mondays and
Wednesdays.
The Clifton Recreation Center will be
closed on: December 26 for Christmas day,
January 2 for New Year’s Day, January 16
for Martin Luther King, Jr. Day, and
February 20 for Presidents’ Day.
Clifton families will once again join
forces with the Corryville Center to host
an evening of fun, food and ornament

making at the Corryville Center on
December 9 at 6:30 p.m. Be sure to mark
this one on your calendar if you’d like to
create some memories as well as fun
family ornaments. As your children grow
older, you’ll still have these remembrances
of their childhood and of your family
making ornaments together. What better
legacy of love and family fun can you
imagine?
Center youth will be busy in the days
before the holidays picking up trash and
litter off the sidewalks and yards of
Clifton to earn extra money for presents.
Give them a hand and help out the
community by policing an area near your
home. We can all help and we all benefit.
The Clifton Recreation Center staff
wishes each resident of Clifton the
brightest and happiest season’s
greetings! We thank you for sharing your
life, your learning and your hopes with
the center staff, and with each other
through our programs. If you haven’t
already, we hope that in the coming year
you will come to think of the center
as not just a community
resource, but a community
home.
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Visiting “La France
Profonde”
By Pama Mitchell
Last winter my husband George Bishop
and I received an invitation to visit a
country inn in southwest France owned
by a Cincinnati couple we know. We had
no near-term prospects of crossing the
Atlantic until George decided to deliver a
research paper at a September conference
in Cannes. Off we went to explore what
Parisians sometimes call “la France
profonde,” which roughly translates as
deep France but which also connotes “the
boondocks” or “the sticks” to
sophisticated Parisians.
That sounded good to us. After
spending time on the crowded beaches of
Nice and Cannes, it was a delight to
venture into a verdant region where time
and the outside world seemed to have
made little impact. Adding immeasurably
to the experience was the fact that the inn
is owned by hometown folks—William
and Rosalie Haas. Both are Cincinnati
natives, but part of William’s family is
from the region of France where the

couple now runs the
inn, so he is fluent
in French and
extremely
knowledgeable
about everything to
see, do, eat and
drink in the area.
Their lovely
country retreat,
Domaine du Haut
Baran, is located
about 20 miles west
of the small city of
Cahors in the Lot
River Valley. And
despite the rural
character of the area, the Lot departement
(a French geographic designation that’s
somewhere between a county and a state)
actually has more starred Michelin
restaurants per capita than any other
departement.
By coincidence, a small group of
Cincinnatians on a gourmet tour of
southwest France happened to be staying
at Haut Baran during our stay. The
unofficial leader of the group was the
Belgian-born, retired chef (for 23 years) of
the Maisonette, Georges Haidon. We had
never met Chef Haidon and were thrilled
at the prospect of tagging along with him
and his friends seeking some of the best
dining experiences in the Lot.

George Bishop and Pama Mitchell in France

With William acting as tour guide, we all
enjoyed not just eating at fine restaurants,
but also visiting local wineries and
sightseeing in the area. The medieval hill
village Rocamadour with its “Black
Madonna” relic from the Crusades is one
of the most visited sites in France outside
of Paris. The Lot River Valley also is
dotted with historic chateaux and
fortifications, and open-air markets
enliven almost every village on different
days of the week. And the inn was like a
home away from home—in the South of
France!
For more information about the inn, go
to www.hautbaran.com.
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As you read this, it’s the middle of the
holiday eating (or should I say,
overeating) season. Much of this excess
comes in the form of sweet treats, which
go so very well with office parties, social
gatherings and family celebrations. Not
that there’s anything wrong with that,
right? The Healthy Foodie’s philosophy is
not to give up sweets but to try to lighten
them up.
So, here are a couple of easy, lower fat
(but still yummy) dessert recipes to add to
your holiday table. The Wine Cake has
always been a hit with my guests and is
good to bring to a potluck party. And I’m
a great fan of bread puddings; here is a
basic recipe that you can jazz up by
substituting pineapple chunks for the
raisins, buttermilk for the skim, adding
nuts or chocolate chips, or whatever
strikes your fancy.
Wine Cake
Ingredients:
1 package no-trans-fat yellow cake mix
1 large package instant vanilla pudding
mix
4 eggs (or equivalent egg substitute)
2/3 cup canola or grapeseed oil

¾ cup sherry
REAL ESTATE WITH
1 tsp nutmeg
THE WHOLE VIEW
Instructions:
Mix all
Buying or selling? Barbra Druffel is your local
ingredients
full-service Realtor, leading Clifton real estate sales
together until
for more than a decade.
smooth. Pour into
Get your real estate needs
a well-greased
met with knowledge and care, call
and floured bundt
Barbra Druffel AND TEAM
pan and bake in a
®
preheated 350
(513) 483-5752
degree oven for
b_druffel@yahoo.com
www.comey.com
40-45 minutes.
Cool completely
before removing from pan. Sprinkle with
powdered confectioner’s sugar and serve.
Rum-Raisin Bread Pudding
Ingredients:
4 cups cubed day-old French bread (white
and/or multigrain)
1/3 cup golden raisins
next 6 ingredients (milk through eggs) and
1 ½ cups skim or low-fat milk
beat well with a wire whisk. Stir in rum.
1 cup fat-free half and half
Pour over bread mixture. Bake in center of
½ cup sugar
oven for 50 minutes or until almost set in
½ tsp cinnamon
center. Remove from oven and cool for 10
1/8 tsp nutmeg
minutes to let pudding set. Serve warm or
4 eggs (or egg substitute), lightly beaten
at room temperature by spooning into
2 tablespoons rum (or rum flavoring)
dessert dishes and garnishing with a dab
Instructions:
of fat-free Cool Whip.
Preheat oven to 350 degrees. Place bread
in an oiled 12x8-inch baking dish and
sprinkle with raisins. In a bowl, combine

St. Monica—St. George
Catholic Church/
Newman Center

328 W. McMillan St.
(513)381-6400

A welcoming, vibrant, inclusive Catholic
Church in your neighborhood.
Join us for Christmas Masses
December 24th—4:30 and 10:30 PM
December 25th—9:30 AM
Regular weekend Masses:
Saturday—4:30 PM; Sunday—8:30 AM, 10:30 AM and 5:30 PM

Pastor: Fr. Al Hirt, OFM
Your Clifton neighbor on Howell Ave!
Visit our website: home.fuse.net/StMonica-StGeorge
Email us at st.monica-st.george@fuse.net
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The Entertainment Beat
By Melissa Zimmer
Mondays in Cincinnati are quiet for the
most part. It’s the day when most of us sit
back and try to recover from our
overstuffed weekends. I suggest saving
that day for another time now. Tink’s Café
in Clifton is the place to be on Monday
nights. The overall experience is a deluge
of fine food, inspiring music and friendly
local faces.
Tink’s Café, located on Telford just off
of Ludlow, is a unique bistro. One feels
instantly transported to the Village in New
York where friendly eateries are the norm.
The atmosphere is warm and inviting, with
soft light to lend to one’s desire to sit
back and unwind. It is the perfect setting
for a romantic first date, an interlude with
old friends, or the blessed time out
without the kids. (Although if you bring
your children, the general manager and
head chef, Sean Daly, is sure to say hello
and make them feel right at home.)
Sean’s food is centered on fresh
ingredients, with daily specials often
reflecting the seasons and with a strong
Southern accent. A chef who has worked
from Charleston South Carolina to New
York, Sean brings in flair from his many
experiences and dispenses a gentle
variety of spices and herbs. And if you
are a fan of Macaroni and Cheese, you

have not really had it until you try it at
Tink’s.
Yes, the food is great, but it’s the music
that will bring you back on Mondays. The
Faux Frenchmen, a local band bring a
sound referred to as Gypsy Jazz. Tink’s
owner Elliot Jablonsky contacted band
member and co-founder George
Cunningham expressing a need for a live
band on Monday nights; but he wanted a
unique sound. And thus the group was
born. The genre originated in Paris in the
1930s when two men, Django Reinhardt
and Stephane Grappelli, started le Hot
Club of France.
The Faux Frenchmen is composed of
George Cunningham, co-founder and
acoustic guitarist, Paul Patterson,
violinist, Don Aren, double bass, and
Brian Lovely, co-founder and acoustic
guitarist. They are Cincinnati natives and
local residents. The quartet provides an
eclectic mix of classic gypsy jazz with their
own modern day twist. The end result is a
refreshing and delightful buffet for the
senses. The sounds are energetic, poetic,
romantic, and entertaining.
The music, food, wine and atmosphere
at Tink’s on Monday night make it a must.
Reservations are recommended; the crowd
is loyal and anxious for their fix. Thanks to
Tink’s and the Faux Frenchmen, Monday
nights are no longer for staying home.
You will definitely see this writer there.

Gift CCertificates
ertificates Av
ble
Avaaila
ilable

Year End Spec
ial
Special
Unlimited Classes!

9W
eeks for $99
Weeks
Must purchase by 1/1/06
(One time per client)

$1 Community Yoga 3:15 Saturdays

• Ashtanga Yoga • Pilates Mat
• Hatha Yoga • Yogalates
• Yin Yoga
• Prenatal Yoga
www.yogagarage.com
346 Ludlow Ave. (upstairs Ludlow Garage)

(513) 961-YOGA (9642)
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Solve All Life’s Problems with
Chocolate and Latin
By Mandy Smith
I’ve never needed any prodding to
consume vast quantities of chocolate.
The motivation is obvious—it tastes
good! But recently I’ve been given new
reasons for my chocolate habits—
researchers have found that in addition to
being the food of the gods, chocolate is
actually good for us! (“Chocolate ‘Has
Health Benefits’” BBC News World
Edition, 22 March, 2005. http://
news.bbc.co.uk/2/hi/health/4371867.htm
So what does that have to do with
Latin? We’ve always known that learning
a second language is a good thing—it’s a
skill which opens up new job
opportunities. But do we really
understand how very good it is for us?
• Opens Our Worldview
According to language experts, when
children learn a second language, they
“have the freedom to explore the wealth of
values and perceptions of the world.”1
When we learn how someone else
communicates, we can’t help but see the
world as they see it.
• Develops Communication Skills, even
in English.
The Center for Applied Linguistics reports
that “Students of foreign languages score
statistically higher on standardized tests
conducted in English.2” As we pick up the
basic structures of a language, we create a
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new framework for future linguistic
endeavors.3
• Teaches Cognitive Skills
It makes sense that learning a second
language might help with English skills
but math? “The average mathematics
score for individuals who had taken four
or more years of foreign language study
was identical to the average score of
those who had studied four years of
mathematics.”4 Studies have also found
that, learning a language stimulates other
learning, including social studies and
reading.5
• Increases Creativity/Problem-solving
Skills
“Children who have studied a foreign
language show greater cognitive
development in such areas as mental
flexibility, creativity, divergent thinking,
and higher-order thinking skills.”6
Thinking outside of the English box helps
us think outside of other boxes too.
Start early: Any Language Will Do
The most benefits are gained when we
start young, (preferably before age 10) but
it’s never too late to learn a language.7
And researchers do not make a distinction
between languages. The fact is, learning
any new language will tone our brains for
future challenges. So when you need to
lower your blood pressure, stock up on
chocolate. And the next time you need to
work out how to deal with your spouse,

Herr Jacoby, First Grade German Teacher at
Fairview German Language School, knows
how to make German fun with puppets.

fix your roof or balance your checkbook,
sign up for language class!
Ready to try out the Language Effect?
Resources For Kids:
Fairview German Language School
(moving to Clifton, 2007) (grades K-6)
This Cincinnati Public Magnet School
provides an excellent German-language
program.
2232 Stratford Avenue, Phone: 363-2100
http://fairview.cps-k12.org/
Blue Manatee Bookstore (Oakley)
regularly hosts Spanish, French and
German storytimes. See their website:
www.bluemanateebooks.com
TV programs: Dora the Explorer, Sesame
Street, Maya and Miguel, Sagwa,
Madeleine
For Adults: Our university community
provides us with neighbors from across
the globe. One of the best ways to learn a
new language is through one-on-one
conversation with a native-speaker.
Berlitz Language Center Downtown,
381-4650
Notes:
Carpenter & Torney, J. “Beyond the Melting
Pot.” In P. N. Markum & J. L. Land (Eds.)
Children and Intercultural Education (pp.1424). Washington, DC: Association for
Childhood Education International, 1974.
2
Center for Applied Linguistics, http://
www.cal.org/resources/faqs/rgos/benes.html
3
Curtain, H. A. & Pesola, C. A. Languages and
children—Making the Match. Reading, MA:
Addison-Wesley Publishing Company, 1988.
4
Center for Applied Linguistics, http://
www.cal.org/resources/faqs/rgos/benes.html
5
Lipton, Gladys (1997) “The Many Benefits of
All Types of FLES Programs,” Northwest
Conference, Newsletter 40:56-57.
6
Lipton.
7
Blaine Washburn, Senior Education Consultant,
Power-Glide Foreign Language Adventure
Courses
1
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Moms Unite!

Le Tour de Frog
By Frederick Thomas

Almost every Cliftonite recognizes its
unofficial mascot car which its loving
owner calls “Frog.” Frog is a bright green
1978 Porsche 911SC. From the front it
looks like tree-frog Agalychnis Koki, with
flat mouth, wide set eyes and green
everywhere. Frog brings a smile to
everyone, especially when terrier Rob Roy
and I cruise Ludlow. “Frog” gradually
became “Clifton Frog.”
Frog has undergone surgery over 10
years: rebuilt suspension, transmission,
engine and body restored by sheet-metal
savant Mark Schlachter and the lads at
Metallwerke. It has seen 180,000 miles.
When Mark called and said that I should
put it in the VW/Porsche car show at GE
Park last September, I didn’t say no. It
would be fun to see what the more fanatic
owners are doing. I took it to Parkway for
an “Ultimate Wash,” and arrived early. I
got a good parking place with many red
Porsches around, a drop of green in a sea
of red! Later Sandy Cohan and Horst
Hehmann arrived to cheer Frog on.
A red Porsche 356 Cabriolet arrived
which was clearly a winner—beyond
perfect. Other beauties arrived and I
figured we were well out of it. But the rest
of the show was amazing. The VW side
had hundreds of entrants, from Phaeton
12-cylinder limos to dune buggies. A WW

Illlustration: www.honeybee.com

II “Schwimmwagen,” or “boat car” with
“Afrika Korps” markings and machine gun
was popular. 1960’s micro-busses with
peace signs and Herbie beetles joined the
melee. Teams of judges circled making
notes.
By 2 o’clock rain threatened, and judging
concluded. A judge came our way. Who
would win? The beautiful 356 got grand
prize. That judge then walked over to
Frog. Sandy said “I think he’s looking for
you!” Dazed, I wandered
over and accepted a
“Judges’ Choice Award” on
behalf of Frog. The judge
said, “You had a challengeso many miles. The color
helped!” I said “thanks,”
faintly, then we high-fived,
and retreated to Clifton for
libations. Frog got a Mobil
One cocktail.

By Jennifer Sizer Frutkin
Clifton moms unite to explore the myriad
issues surrounding raising children as
part of the Clifton Child Study Group
(CCSG). Each month, moms enjoy social
hour followed by local professionals
sharing their expertise in areas such as
child development, discipline, nutrition
and wellness.
The CCSG represents an important piece
of Clifton history. Founded in 1938, the
group addressed current parenting topics
as well as social issues of that time. Still
meeting today, its members include
mothers of all ages with children of all
ages with a common goal of raising
children in a healthful way. Through
support, education and discussion, the
CCSG believes parents can better make
decisions about their own families and
better build a community in which to raise
those families.
Fun, hip moms will be meeting soon! If
you want to make new friends, find
support, join playgroups, exchange ideas
and have lots of fun—check us out at
www.cliftonchildstudy.com or call our
membership coordinator at 281-3309.
Party
Large rooms
grow small
as voices
blend in
colored echoes
hitting walls;
wax melts
a glowing
light for
coupled shadows
minding music.
—Dora Schield
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For Mari Thomas and her husband
David, Clifton has been a magnet. In
1988, Mari was drawn to Clifton
and the College-Conservatory of Music to
study violin. Having left Santa Barbara,
California, Mari fell in love with Clifton,
and with the man who was to become her
husband, trumpeter and Alabama
native David Thomas.The couple lived in
various parts of Clifton throughout their
early years together, and clung to their
dream of owning a house in Clifton’s
gaslight district someday. “We always
said to each other, ‘That’s when we’ll
know we’ve MADE IT,’” Mari grins, now
that their dream has indeed come true.
There was a time, however, when
owning a home in Clifton was the most
remote idea imaginable...literally. For three
years the Thomases lived and worked half
a world away in Canberra, Australia. (Mari
admonishes me regularly for adding a
third syllable to what every bloke knows
is pronounced “CAN-bra”.) They were a
musical power couple Down Under,
holding the positions of Concertmaster
and Principal Trumpet of the Canberra
Symphony Orchestra—the “other” CSO—

but after three years, they
returned to Cincinnati to raise
the family they had just
started...sometime between
boomerang practice and Croc
wrestling, apparently. David had
been asked to help with the jazz
program at CCM, and Mari still
had plenty of connections to
the Queen City’s arts scene.
Thus was their dream of a
Clifton home revived.
It took a few years, but when a
grand old Victorian on Howell
became available, they were
ready. Oddly enough, Mari had
daydreamed about owning
this particular house more than
a decade earlier. ”The thing that
got my imagination going was
that the house was for sale at
the time; but daydreaming was
the best I could afford.” By
1992, when the property was
available again, the
Thomases were firmly established as
successful musicians and proud parents
of three children. It was a big commitment,
but they knew this was the house and the
community for them.
Living in Clifton means David has to
commute to his job directing band at
Cincinnati Hills Christian Academy, but he
wouldn’t have it any other way. As Mari
puts it, “Maybe other cities have a place

Immanuel

A Presbyterian congregation calling people to Jesus Christ
through sacred music and evangelical preaching
in the Reformed tradition

3445 Clifton Avenue
Phone 513/751-0312
SUNDAY MORNINGS
9 — Sunday School for all ages
10 — Service for the Lord's Day
(The Lord's Supper celebrated each 1st Sunday

Your neighborhood church—small in size, big in heart!

like Clifton, where so many artists tend to
live in close proximity to each other—I
don’t know; but for us, Clifton is the only
place we want to live in Cincinnati. The
neighborhood seems so open and warm,
so ready to embrace a musical
family.” The busy freelance violinist,
former Concertmaster of the Kentucky
Symphony Orchestra, and sought-after
teacher continues, “When I grew up in
California, I was a “geek” because I would
walk down the street carrying a violin
case. In Clifton, it seems every other kid is
carrying some instrument. It’s great to see
that my kids fit in when they walk around
carrying theirs.” The Thomas children, of
course, play musical instruments: Kieren
(9) is a cellist, and Lia (6) and Olivia
(4) play violin. Maybe one trumpet player
in the house is enough?
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Please Turn the Light ON !

RAINBOWS comes to
Clifton
The Seventh Day Adventist Church at
3800 Clifton Ave. is honored to provide
RAINBOWS to children (grades 1-8) in
its community and beyond, beginning
January 7, 2006.
RAINBOWS (www.rainbows.org) is an
international not-for-profit organization
that fosters emotional healing among
children grieving a loss from a life-altering
crisis (like divorce, death of a loved one,
etc.)
A child’s grieving process is different
from that of adults. RAINBOWS helps
children discover the path to
understanding and acceptance. It has
helped thousands of children,
internationally, deal effectively with their
grief. This program has been endorsed by
courts, clinicians, educational systems,
mental health professionals, faith
communities, and the media.
The objectives of RAINBOWS are
• to furnish participants with
an understanding of the
grief process
• to provide an opportunity
for emotional healing
• to assist in building a
stronger sense of selfesteem
• to teach appropriate coping
mechanisms
RAINBOWS meets one hour a week, for
13 weeks. It begins on January 7, 2006,
from 4:00 to 5:00 p.m., and is entirely free
to all its participants.
Do you have children or know of
children (in grades 1-8) who could benefit
from this program? Please leave your
contact information with the church (513221-1221) or call Susan at 513-563-7779 for
more information.
May healing begin for many of our
hurting children. May we ensure a
beautiful future for them.
—Jeba Moses. Pastor, Clifton Adventist
Church

The Clifton Senior Center offers a
variety of programs and services for older
adults in the Clifton area. These include
home-delivered meals, transportation,
social services, on-site lunches, wellness
programs and recreational along with
educational activities. The Center is
funded by community support,
government funds, United Way,
fundraising, grants, donations, and
income from programs. For the past
several years, there has been no increase
in funding from United Way or the
government. Because of this, the Center is
struggling to meet its financial
obligations.
There are two ways the Center is going
to address this issue in 2006. One way is
by fundraising. On the evening of
February 4, the second annual Beach
Party will be held. This family-oriented
event will include dinner, music, games
and a reverse raffle. The party will have a
beach theme and will be held at
Annunciation Parish Hall. Committee
members Mary Beth Donica, Anne
Howington, Laura Sunahara, Candy Hart,
Candice Richardson, Nicole Gilreath and
Kathy Womer have been working hard to
put this together and will be looking
forward to seeing you there. This will be a
good opportunity to break those winter
blahs! For more information please call the
Center at 861-6934.
The second way the Center will address
the funding problem is by issuing
business memberships. After the first of
the year businesses will be contacted and
given the opportunity to purchase a
business memberships or an
advertisement in the
Center newsletter.
Those businesses
becoming members will
be listed in the
newsletter and will
serve as a reference
when community
members are looking for
services.

With the temperature dropping and
sunset coming earlier I have had to move
my after-dinner walk to a before-dinner
walk. Still I am not ascending from my
comfortable living room chair as quickly
as I should. The consequence of this
procrastination is that I find myself
finishing my walk in twilight time or later.
In olden days, say 5 years ago, this was
not a problem. Walking the streets of
Clifton even after dark wasn’t a big deal.
Unfortunately for all of us who choose, or
simply must, travel the streets at night,
early or late, it is becoming a reason for
wariness. However, I have found in these
last few years that if I am walking down a
street where the homes have their outdoor
lights ON I feel a sense of “protection”. If
a problem should occur, or I’m getting
spooked that a problem could occur,
seeing those lights on makes me feel so
much better.
Remember the commercial for a motel
chain, “We’ll Keep the Light On For
You”? That’s what I’m asking my
neighbors throughout Clifton to do. It’s
an inconvenience and extra expense I
realize, but for the people who have no
choice but to walk home from a bus stop,
work, the grocery, and the perhaps laterthan-should-be walker (with or without a
dog!), it really means a lot! Please think
about it – perhaps even take a short walk
at dusk yourself to see if that home with
an outdoor light on doesn’t brighten your
way also. Thanks!
A Clifton Walker
Time
the time that is
spaced by man slams
against the suspensive
air, where once swallowed
leaves a hollowed cone
(a doomed room) and a
current of confetti for
laughter after.
—Dora Schield
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Naming the New
Fairview School
By Linda Tong
The Fairview German Language School,
the Clifton neighborhood and the entire
Cincinnati Public School District is about
to experience the continuation and
enhancement of the 30-year history of
excellent German Language education in a
brand new and beautiful setting at the
corner of Clifton and McAlpin Avenues.
Demolition of the existing building is
expected to start in mid-December. To
accompany this new building in its lovely
environment will be a new name that we
hope will express our school’s mission,
the joy of the new beginning and the ties
to its roots and to its new home.
While the CPS Board of Education will
have the final approval of the name for the
new facility, it looks to the Fairview Local
School Decision Making Committee
(LSDMC) to recommend a name or names
for its consideration. The LSDMC, at its
September meeting, voted to open up the
opportunity to name the new school to
the Fairview School community, the
Clifton neighborhood and the entire CPS
District, from which Fairview draws its
population. We invite you to share your
ideas on-line on the Google Group
website, “Name New Fairview School” or
by filling out naming forms available at
the Fairview School office and the Clifton
Library or by visiting the Hot Topics page
of the Clifton community website,
www.cliftoncommunity.org.
While we hope for creative and
thoughtful ideas, we are looking for a
serious and dignified name for an
educational institution that will be with us
for a long time. We would like to present
to the Board a name or short list of names
from which a name would be quickly
approved. Here are the general guidelines
for the naming of schools applicable to
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Fairview’s situation established by the
Board: No school building shall be named
in honor of any living person; whenever
possible schools shall be given names
that identify with geographic or
neighborhood locations or special
programs; individual areas within
buildings or on grounds may be named in
honor or in memory of distinguished
persons.
We will accept name ideas until January
15, 2006. Our goal is to submit our name
idea(s) to the Board by the end of January
2006. If children under 18 years of age are
using the flyer to submit name ideas, they
must have a parent review the name idea
and sign the submission form. Thank you
for your interest and your participation.

Historic Yew Tree Will
Be Saved!

Demolition of the Clifton School
Annex is scheduled to begin in
December, but fortunately glaserworks,
the firm responsible for the design and
oversight of the new Clifton/Fairview
School still listens to the concerns of
Clifton residents. The most recent
example is the historic Yew tree (taxus
cuspidate ‘capitata’ to you botanical
purists) on the school grounds.This
tree has stood majestically on the site
for 100, possibly even 150 years. The
cost of moving the tree, as originally
planned, was estimated at $15,000 but
was finally projected at $100,000,
making the move unrealistic. So the
architects went back to the drawing
boards and redesigned the cafeteria
around the Yew. In doing so they
enhanced the architectural feel of the
building as well as saving the tree.
So we say: thank yew, Mike and all
your associates! To see the new
design for yourself go to
www.glaserworks.com/Fairview).

By Mindy Stover
It’s that time of year again. Time for the
holiday festivities and along with that,
lots of holiday cheer. I have decided to
start with a true story to remind us that
watching what we leave around during
the holiday get-togethers might be a good
idea.
I enjoy wine, everything about it. I
didn’t, however, start my experience with
the effects of alcohol at a very appropriate
age. Some years ago (okay, many years
ago) when I was a year and a half old, my
parents were hosting a party. It was in the
days of the formal sitdown dinner after
cocktails. My parents escorted their
guests into the dining room, and those
guests left behind many partially filled
glasses of all kinds of delightful spirits. At
that young age, I was in a crib. On that
particular evening, I found that I had the
ability to do a chin-up, and a topple-out,
over the bar of the crib. I then made my
way to the living room, found the
beautiful partially filled glasses, and did
what little ones do. Enjoyed what was left.
From many of them.
Some time later, the guests re-entered
the living room to find a very tipsy
toddler. My parents also got to endure a
very hungover toddler the following day.
As you can well imagine, it was not
something they wanted to experience
again.
Enjoy the holidays, and especially a
lovely glass of wine, but remember that
little ones are resourceful and hangovers
aren’t fun at any age.
Some nice holiday choices for the
adults? I always suggest an ice wine for a
sweet end to the perfect holiday evening,
a pinot noir with the turkey (ask your local
wine shop for their best suggestion), and
mmmmm, for the really cold nights, a port.
Tawny port is my favorite.
Enjoy the holidays, be safe, and as
always, CHEERS! Mindy
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It’s that busy time of year again! The
holiday season brings cheer, merriment
and people together. Bundle up and go for
a stroll along Ludlow and don’t forget to
stop in the library for good reads, fine
films and music of all sorts. We also have
lots of programs for people of all ages to
enjoy.
Kids and families will have fun reading
and singing with Mr. Eric at Preschool
Storytime every Tuesday at 10 a.m. The
library also has a Bedtime Storytime the
3rd Thursday of each month at 7 p.m. The
theme on January 19 is Bring Your
Favorite Stuffed Animal to Storytime and
on February 16 it is Campfire Songs and
Stories. So bring your favorite stuffed
animal and your favorite campfire song or
story and join in on the fun!
Speaking of fun, please join us for our
10th Annual Holiday Open House on
Thursday, December 15 from 6-7:30 p.m.
There will be seasonal refreshments,
music and crafts for the kids. Hope to see
you there! Then, on Saturday, January 15
from 2-4 p.m., kids of all ages will have fun
with music, dance and crafts as we
celebrate the late civil rights leader Martin

Luther King Jr. at the library with a
program titled, “Celebrating Diversity!”
Ah, February…the month of love! Don’t
miss out on your opportunity to have
sweets and make your sweet a Valentine
at the library’s Valentine’s Party. All ages
are welcome to employ your crafting skills
on Saturday, February 11 from 2-4 p.m.
See you there!
Hola! Ciao! Guten Tag! Bonjour! Nih
Hao! Konnichiwa! Jambo! And…Hello!
Are you (or is someone you know) new to
the English language and looking to
practice conversing with friendly folks?
Well then please join us at the library
every Thursday from 1-2 p.m. for the
English Conversation Group. Practice
speaking English with wonderful people
from all over the world. We look forward
to meeting you!
So many books, so little time! How
about some really good books and great
discussions with friends and neighbors?
That is what you will get if you join us for
the Clifton Book Discussion Group. The
group meets the second Wednesday of
each month at 10:30 a.m. Upcoming books
and dates are as follows:
December 14: The Red Tent by Anita
Diamant
January 10: Dancing on the Edge of the
Roof by Sheila Williams
February 8: The Color of Water: A Black
Man’s Tribute to His White Mother by
James McBride

March 8: The Plot Against America by
Philip Roth
The library will be CLOSED on several
days during the holiday season:
Thursday, November 24
Saturday, December 24
Monday, December 26
Monday, January 2
Speaking of holidays, we here at the
library wish everyone joy, peace and
merriment during this holiday season!
Enjoy!

Very Special Note!
See the Chronicle’s own
Tom Lohre's Artwork at
Paolo's
in the Ludlow Garage,
Closing reception
Tuesday, January 3rd,
2006,
10% of sales will go to the Clifton
Clean and Safe Fund
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By Phil Nuxhall
SILVER AND GOLDthe Duhme family
A “shining” example of a remarkable
Clifton family is that of Charles H. Duhme,
one of America’s finest jewelers and
silversmiths. Duhme & Co. was started in
Cincinnati, Ohio in 1836 by Herman
Duhme. The Duhme Jewelry Company
was formed in 1896 and was primarily a
retailer. The Duhme Jewelry Company
ceased operations in 1910. The classic
Duhme estate by architect H.E. Siter is
one of Clifton’s finest.

Charles Herbert Duhme was born in
Cincinnati on Dec.17, 1855, and died from
pneumonia on Feb.4, 1906 at his Clifton
Avenue home. At that time the grave cost
was a grand total of $12.00! He married
Ophelia Fowler in 1888. Supposedly, their
home, “Brightside,” was a gift from her
parents.
The classical style of the Duhme home
is also echoed in the family monument in
section 13 of Spring Grove Cemetery &
Arboretum. The sarcophagus base is
topped with a seated allegorical female
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and kneeling girl sculpture by C. Conrads.
And no, the Duhmes are NOT interred
inside of the sarcophagus! Most
sarcophagi these days are merely artistic
representations of ancient sarcophagi that
were originally used to inter bodies.*
Today most deceased are buried around
or near sarcophagi monuments. The
female holding an open book (Bible)
represents the embodiment of faith and
the child kneeling by her is the faithful
servant of what she is teaching. The
sarcophagus has carved pilaster columns
on the front with Corinthian capitals. On
the peaked pediment is a relief carving of
oak leaves and acorns representing
strength, endurance, eternity, faith and
virtue.
The western side has a
carved Star of David, a
symbol of divine protection.
Although it is probably the
most well-known Jewish
symbol, it didn’t become a major symbol
until the late 1880’s, when it was used by
Zionists to identify themselves.
The eastern side is marked
with the letters IHS overlaid
on each other, looking a lot
like a dollar sign.
The symbol is derived from
the first three letters of
Jesus’s name using the
Greek alphabet: Iota, Eta, and Sigma.
On the rear of the
monument is the AlphaOmega sign—the
beginning and the end.
The granite monument was
created by the Douglas
Granite Company which
operated in Cumminsville and was known
as “the dean of the monument industry in
the Middle West,” earning it the
patronage of Cincinnati’s most exclusive
families. The Duhmes of
Clifton were most certainly
considered an exclusive
family…then and now.
*Sarcophagus comes from
a combination of the Greek
sarx, meaning flesh, and the
verb phagein, meaning to
eat. They were originally
made of limestone which
hastened the disintegration
of the interred. (ed. note)

Rev. Richard Fisher, Pastor Emeritus,
Clifton Church of the Nazarene, wrote
us:
“The story by Frederick Thomas on
Detective Dan Ochsner of District 5
was an inspiration. What a blessing to
read about such devoted, caring,
compassionate officers who serve to
protect us. I trust Dan will continue
doing such a tremendous job, as well
as Det. Paul Meyer, Officer Dana
Jones and other great people. In these
21 years of pastoring in Clifton, I’ve
met many devoted officers. God bless
you for featuring this good story.”
We wanted to share this letter with
you:
Greetings! Hi I’m Sarah Henderson
and recently moved to Cornell Place. I
noticed our gaslights are filthy so I
called Cinergy and they directed me to
Cincinnati Gaslight. I called and asked
if we could get the lights cleaned on
our street as it is very dark (predaylight savings) and that my son on
the way to the bus stop was not
safe. With all the recent crime activity
in Clifton it might just be a good idea
to 1) turn on our porch lights and 2)
clean our gaslights for our kids who
are out waiting for the bus. They said
it would take two weeks but honestly I
wasn’t very hopeful. Today the
gaslight in front of my house is
clean! I’ll take a walk later and see if
the rest of the street is done as well. I
hope so. Anyway, if you’d like the
same here’s the place to call:
859.727.1331. The company that takes
care of this is subcontracted through
Cinergy. Good luck! Sarah
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Clifton’s Own Big Girl
Story and photo by Elaine Suess
Gulliver, Godzilla and King Kong are all
larger-than-life characters, but have you
seen Clifton’s own giant? Drive up Clifton
Avenue and glance left at the right
moment and you will see an 18-foot-tall
fiberglass redhead dressed in white shirt
and red skirt.

She was manufactured by California’s
International Fiberglass in the 1960s, and
began life at Uniroyal stores getting the
attention of passersby. Michael Scheurer
found her cast off and all alone in a field
some 20 years ago. A small pick up truck
was the babe magnet that attracted and
carried Big Girl, as she is now
affectionately known, to his Clifton
house. Eventually she was raised up in a

lovely backyard location. The current
residents, Nancy and Andy Scheurer, love
Big Girl and so do many others.
“The police used her to play a practical
joke,” Nancy says. “Officers led a rookie
colleague to the house, with a report of a
woman trespassing in the yard. “I
understand they didn’t see Big Girl right
away,” Nancy says, until the fiberglass
femme fatale knocked the rookie from her
feet in surprise!
When the Schuerers recently sent her
for restoration—Big Girl was “mossy” and
starting to crack—they received inquiries
as to her whereabouts. This doll is aging
well for a 40-year-old braving the elements
hatless and coatless. Big Girl today is as
shown. A picture before she was armless
may be seen at Norka Futon.
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The Cincinnati Waldorf School
The Cincinnati Waldorf School offers a
unique education for children grades one
through eight. Our teachers are dedicated
to providing a rich, developmentally
appropriate curriculum that educates the
whole child—head, hands and heart. From
folk tales, handwork (knitting & crochet)
and French language classes starting in
grade one to advanced algebra, botany
and astronomy in grade eight, our
children are inspired to learn with
enthusiasm while gaining a strong
reverence for nature, gratitude and
respect for others and self-discipline.
In addition to our strong grades
program, the Cincinnati Waldorf School’s
Early Childhood Program offers a warm,
home-like setting with specially trained
teachers leading classes for the youngest
of babies through kindergarten. Morning
Garden Music, Parent & Tot, 2,3, or 5 day
Nursery, and blended-age kindergarten
programs are each filled with thoughtful
activities, movement, music and deep
respect for the joy of childhood.
From birth through grade eight, The
Cincinnati Waldorf School welcomes you
to join our community! For more
information, please contact Karen Crick,
Enrollment Director: 513-541-0220 ext.13 or
visit online at
www.cincinnatiwaldorfschool.org.
The New School
We shall walk together on this path of life for
all things are part of the universe, and are
connected with each other to form one whole
unity. —Maria Montessori
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At The New School elementary students
prepare for “Internationoliday,” a
celebration of the peoples of the world.
At Internationoliday the entire
community, including parents and
extended family, learns about the
traditions, religions and foods of different
cultures. The Internationoliday is an
annual event of The New School. Also,
Alumni will celebrate the 35th anniversary
of The New School with a party at The
American Sign Museum.
Annunciation School
Last year some Annunciation teachers
nominated students to be Great Lakes
Scholars Program and some of those
students qualified for this award.
Congratulations to: Taylor Baird, Alexis
Betts, Kaitlyn Gilioli, Colin Kiley, Andrew
Olding and Nick Shoemaker.
Annunciation has a newspaper / paper
recycling dumpster next to the Pavilion
building. We welcome any contributions.
PLEASE NO CARDBOARD OR BOXES.
Students, faculty and families continue
to be involved in projects to help the
victims of the hurricane disaster.
Thanksgiving and Advent service
projects will focus on the needs of our
local communities.
North Avondale Montessori
One of the great things about North
Avondale Montessori School (NAM) is
that it is one of the few schools in Ohio
where your child can receive free public
Montessori education from preschool
through 6th grade.
Another great thing about NAM is the
variety of after-school activities that your
child can enjoy: Children can join a choir,
take Suzuki training in violin or cello, or
take traditional private piano
lessons. They can take lessons in
Spanish, sign language, drama or
dance. They can join art club, book club,
or algebra
club. Girl
Scouts meet
Wednesdays.
NAM
participates
in soccer
and baseball
leagues.
Finally, your
child could
join an
organization
that
competes on

a national level, the Cincinnati Ropin’
Rockets jump rope team, a group that
produced the 2004 World Champion,
Marcus Taylor! (Ben Pantoja)
Fairview German Language
School
The school year is off to a great start at
Fairview German Language School.
October was German Heritage month and
the school was filled with the sound of
children singing the German national
anthem, assemblies, and visits from local
German dignitaries. In addition to
celebrating German culture, we take the
opportunity to commemorate the diversity
of our student body. Fairview also
enjoyed hosting a stand at the recent
Clifton Heights sampler. It was a fun day,
complete with balloons, face-painting and
a performance from our wonderful choir.
At the all-school picnic on Oct 9, we
kicked back and relaxed, enjoyed a few
good German sausages and let the kids
run wild on the playground. The Winter
season finds the German Choir performing
in various events around the city:
Playhouse in the Park and The Freedom
Center (12/3), School Wide Holiday
concert featuring the Choir, String
Orchestra, and World Drumming Ensemble
(12/6) Tower Place (12/10) Findley Market
(12/17). It’s shaping up to be a busy and
fun year at Fairview!
Concordia Lutheran School
A total of 24 Concordia Lutheran School
students in grades K-8 will be having
lunch with the Headmaster, receiving a
gift and special recognition. This is the
first quarterly recognition of students
who receive Character education in class,
exhibit good character, and demonstrate
outstanding behavior on a non-academic
basis. Concordia’s Thanksgiving Feast is
scheduled for Wednesday, November 23
from 11:30 am -1:00 pm. to celebrate the
season of Thanksgiving. Chapel will be at
10:30 a.m. Students will sing carols at
Tower Place Mall on Saturday, December
3 to initiate the Christmas season.
Concordia Lutheran Church Christmas
Family event will be on Sunday, December
11 at 10:30 a.m. at the Fellowship Center
on 1133 Clifton Hills Avenue. All are
welcome!
Concordia Lutheran school welcomes
students from all faith walks, Preschool8th grade. Come for a visit. (Dr. Ken
Grunden)
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1

2

Kid's
Page

What do snowmen
eat for breakfast?
What do Santa's
elves learn in the
North Pole school?
The Elfabet

3

Jokes

Snowflakes

3

1

Edited by Kelly Cunningham

What does Santa
do in his garden?
HoeHoeHoe!

2
Down
1. Santa's helpers
2. Jewish Holiday toy
3. The number of days in
Kwanzaa
Across
1. Pulls Santa's sleigh
2. Santa's last name
3. Presents
under the

Craft

Handprint Wreath
Gather these materials:
a lot of green
construction paper, a red
ribbon, pencil,
scissors
and
glue.
To make the wreath
trace your hand on green construction paper. Cut 1 out.
Repeat about 10 times. Glue handprints together in a circle,
fingers facing outwards to create a wreath shape. Glue ribbon on.
Feel free to decorate your wreath anyway you would like. You don’t
even have to use green paper. Have fun!

Answers: Across 1. reindeer
2. elves, 3. tree
Down 1. elves
2. dreidel
3. seven

3 Burton Woods Lane, North Avondale

513-281-7999
“Free the child's potential, and you will
transform him into the world.”
Maria Montessori

www.thenewschool.cc

Page 22

CliftonChronicle

Briefly Noted! New
Faces and New Places in
Clifton
After more than five years with interim
and visiting pastors, Immanuel
Presbyterian Church happily announces
the installation of Cecil Albright as
pastor. Cecil and his wife, Marcia, have
moved to Clifton from upstate New York
where Cecil was pastor at a Presbyterian
church for
three years.
He’s a
graduate of
the
University of
North
Carolina at
Chapel
Photo Eddie Horgan
Hill, Louisville’s
Presbyterian Theological Seminary and
Union Theological Seminary in Virginia.
Even though he’s been at Immanuel for
only a few months, Cecil already has
begun a community project: he wants to
create a skateboard park somewhere in
Clifton to give young men a healthy
recreational outlet. Marcia Albright holds
a journalism degree from Syracuse
University and was a columnist for the
Kansas City Star for many years. Can we
possibly recruit her for the Chronicle?
Let’s hope so! (Pama Mitchell)

F
Annunciation Parish welcomed new
pastor Father Todd Grogan this summer.
Fr. Grogan, a Cincinnati native, is pleased
to return to his hometown and especially
to Clifton. He likes the idea of an urban
neighborhood. He is a Xavier University
graduate who entered the seminary in
1985 and was ordained in 1990. He comes

to Annunciation from St. Paul Parish in
Englewood, Ohio, near Dayton.
Fr. Grogan is excited to be leading the
95-year-old parish and has ideas about
moving the church outside of the church
walls. On Tuesday, October 4, the Feast of
St. Francis of Assisi, parishioners brought
their pets to be blessed. Families and
children came with their dogs, and pulled
wagons with cats, rabbits, fish and
hamsters as smiling parishioners greeted
each other and their pets. There was a
beautiful sense of community and all who
attended the service were reminded of
God’s love and beauty and the circle of life
of which we are all part.
When asked about his vision for
Annunciation, Fr. Grogan sees the parish
not only as surviving, but thriving with
continued involvement from parishioners
and the community. He feels the viability
of the church is not just up to the bishops
and priests but the parishioners. It is a call
to action. (Melanie DelGado)

G
Judging by the heavy traffic, many of you
have already noticed Brown’s Tours &
Travel Service
nestled between
the Clifton
library and post
office. Brown’s
relocated here in
October. Lois
Conyers,
president, is an
experienced
agent, providing
full travel
service since
1959. Sick of being a couch potato?
Wish winter belonged on another planet?
Not sure where to go or how best to get
there? Ask Louis or one of her amiable
staffers, Rene Dugas and Jesse Claiborn.
On a lucky day you may be greeted at the
door by Angel, an elderly and mildmannered German shepherd. (Story and
photo: Dora Schield)

A
On August 3, Clifton said a fond farewell
to Mailman Bob Dombrowski who for
11+ years was the big, yet understated
personality that kept our little post office
running. His dry wit and his familiarity
with his Clifton customers, with many of
whom he was on a first name basis, will be
greatly missed. He seemed to know just

what each customer needed. A day long
celebration was enjoyed with cake and
goodbyes. Thank you, Bob, for being
among the cast of characters that makes
up our interesting neighborhood.
Bob reports he has not looked back. Even
though some of the customers are missed,
he is keeping busy taking grandkids to
and fro. No surprise Bob and his wife
Carolyn have enjoyed a good vacation to
Florida. After all, isn’t that where all
retirees go ? (Barbra Druffel)

I
One of Clifton’s favorite chefs who turned
out a lot of yummy food from Tink’s
kitchen during her two and a half year
tenure there has moved across the
Ludlow viaduct to Northside. Chef
Shoshannah Friedman and her husband,
Doug Hafner, recently purchased the
restaurant that was formerly Boca and the
word is getting out that “Honey” is
another excellent new dining
establishment in our corner of town. Chef
Friedman’s immense culinary talents are
once again apparent at her charming
neighborhood restaurant. She is know for
her interesting , eclectic, always fresh and,
most of all, flavorful food and you will
find all of that on her intriguing menu. If
you want comfort food there is great
Creole Meatloaf and Herbed Chicken on
Polenta. Those of you who prefer dining
on the lighter side or look for interesting
vegetarian dishes will find delectable
choices too. If you are ever going to
indulge in dessert Honey is the place to
do it because Chef Friedman makes all of
her desserts in the Honey kitchen. Her
Great Grandma Tilly’s Chocolate-Banana
Cake and beautiful Fresh Fruit Tarts are
luscious ways to try her pastry kitchen
talents. Honey is open Tuesday through
Saturday for lunch and dinner. Lunch
starts at 11:00 but they stay open
throughout the afternoon so you can
enjoy a late lunch or pop in for tea,
dessert and coffee or a cheese plate until
5:00. Dinner reservations go until 9
weekdays and 10 on weekends. Call 5413400 for reservations and don’t forget to
ask about the special wine dinners they
are planning. (Marilyn Harris)
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Horgan's
Heroes

By Eddie Horgan

When most people think of the
devastation caused by Hurricane Katrina,
New Orleans comes first to mind. But
parts of Mississippi suffered even worse
damage. One such area in Mississippi is
Long Beach, a town 75 miles east of New
Orleans.
After the disaster struck, four people
from Long Beach sprang into action. Two
of these men were priests, one was a
contractor, and one was a retired military
officer; none of them had any previous
experience in organizing a relief effort.
However, they successfully converted the
gym in the
local
Episcopal
High School
into a relief
center they
named
“Camp Coast
Care.” The
gym was
divided, one
half as a
dining and
multi-

purpose area, and the other half filled with
150 cots to shelter the volunteers on site.
Outside, a field for RV parking was set up
for volunteers, along with tents for food,
medical purposes and registration. With
the help of countless volunteers, the
center served about 1,500 people a day;
40,000 have been aided since the storm
hit. Incredibly, the high school remained
in session during these efforts.
Cliftonite and Episcopal minister Jason
Leo found out about the effort being
made in Long Beach and called down to
ask what he could bring to help. He was
directed to an online list of things the
center needed. He printed out the list and
passed it out to everyone he knew and
asked for them to bring in supplies. The
community responded overwhelmingly
“We probably took 2,000 pounds of

bleach,” said Jason, who with fellow
Cliftonites Jon Lattie and his father Dave
Lattie, and Steve Alexander and his two
sons Jason and Grant, loaded all the
supplies into trucks and set out for the
long trip down to Mississippi. They
arrived at 1 a.m. and unloaded their
supplies. The next day, after having
breakfast and attending mass, Jason and
his crew drove back to Clifton, arriving
here at 3 a.m..
The determined volunteers in Long
Beach say that Camp Coast Care will be in
operation for at least two years. Jason
plans to go back again in January to
volunteer his time at the center. Said one
of the volunteers, “It’s like trying to build
a plane while you’re flying.” I’m happy to
name Jason Leo and his team of
determined Cliftonites as my Heroes for
this edition of the Clifton Chronicle.
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