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Clifton House Tour, 2006
By Elaine Suess
It’s that time of third year again. Yes,
every third year on Mother’s Day, Clifton
opens wide it’s doors to greater Cincinnati
and says, “Come on in and have a look
around!” This year is no different. The
offered fare will have something for
everyone: an 1885 Stick-Style Victorian,
1903 Hannaford-designed Neoclassical
Revival, 1923 remodeled Bungalow, 1970
Colonial Revival, Scarlet Oaks mansion,
1867 French-German Gothic mansion, 1870
Greek Revival carriage house for the
Buchanan estate, 1961 Modern, 1880
Victorian farmhouse, 1967 condominium
(earliest Cincinnati example) and a 1913
Federal Style.
The event history indicates that
Clifton Town Meeting began house tours
in the late 1960s and sponsored them
throughout the ‘70s and ‘80s, with a hiatus
taking place between 1988 and 1997. The
proceeds of the tours have gone to

support various projects of CTM.
Throughout the tour’s history, the
gracious owners of 52 Clifton homes have
shared this special Sunday with their
neighbors.
Advance tour tickets will be available
by early to mid-April at Keller’s IGA,
Columbia Savings Bank and AJ Rahn’s
Greenhouse on Gray Rd. Tickets can be
purchased on the day of the tour at
Keller’s IGA and in the parking areas at
Cincinnati Woman’s Club on Lafayette
Avenue and at Annunciation Church on
Clifton Avenue. Ticket prices are $15 in
advance and $20 on the day of the tour.
Also available will be a shuttle to shorten
your walking time and improve your
chances of a leisurely viewing of all the
homes.
Would you like to help make the tour a
success? With 10 homes offered and
approximately 1,000 visitors expected,
volunteers are needed before the tour

Be a part of it all!
Volunteers are needed!
Please contact Sharon
Christopherson
at 559-1054 or via e-mail
at CliftonTour@fuse.net

PS See page 3 for a sampling of houses!

Clifton School Building
Beginning Transition Into Arts Center
By Janet Walsh
The Clifton School building, a 1906
Beaux Arts landmark with a distinctive redtile roof and clock cupola, soon will
become a community arts center.
Cincinnati Public Schools no longer will
use the building after June 2007. The CPS
Facilities Master Plan calls for a reduction
in the number of buildings the district
operates to help improve efficiency and
allow all students to attend classes inside
new or fully renovated buildings. Clifton
School, with an enrollment of fewer than
280 students, is among the small schools
that CPS will phase out according to the
master plan approved in 2002 by CPS’

begins to help distribute posters publicizing the event. On the day of the tour, ticket
sellers are needed, along with docents
who will work inside each home. Volunteers work a 2 1/2 hour shift (either 12:30-3
pm or 3-5:30 pm) and receive a free ticket
to tour the homes as well as an invitation
to a reception to be held after the tour.
People seeking more general information about the tour can call Mary
Schubauer-Berigan at 861-9486 or Cheryl
Jakubowski at 221-0028.
Mark your calendars and come out on
May 14 to enjoy the diverse beauty of
these homes and spend some quality time
with your neighbors.

Board of Education.
To help ease the transition Clifton
School will be phased out in two stages.
The first stage begins in June 2006 after
which Clifton School no longer will accept
students in preschool through third grade.
Clifton School will continue to operate for
grades 4-8 for one more school year until
closing in June 2007.
Most of Clifton School’s students will
attend the new $16.9-million state-of-theart Rockdale Academy in Avondale. This
eye-catching technology-ready 21st century schoolhouse opened in January
2005 for students in preschool through
eighth grade.

The Clifton School
building has been
leased to the Clifton
Cultural Arts Center,
which plans to
renovate the threestory building and use
it for a variety of art
activities.
Demolition began in
January on Clifton
School’s south wing,
built in 1962 and
located across
McAlpin Avenue, to
make room for construction of a new
home for CPS’ Fairview German Language
School currently located in University
Heights. Construction begins this spring
and is expected to be completed by
Summer 2007.

CliftonChronicle

Page 2

The Clif
ton Chr
onicle
Clifton
Chronicle
is published quarterly
(mid-March, mid-June, mid-September
and early December)
as a public service of the
Clifton Town Meeting.
It is distributed without charge within the
45220 zip code area.
The average print run is 5,700 copies.
You may contact the Clifton Chronicle at
P.O. Box 20067, Cincinnati, OH 45220 or
by email at cliftonnews@cinci.rr.com
“All the News that Fits, We Print!”
Six years ago, when a small group of us chanced
upon the name “Clifton Chronicle” as being particularly euphonious and full of sense for our mission of
creating a broader sense of community. So pleased
was I with this coinage that I marveled that no one had
come upon it before. Ah, but I was wrong, so very,
very wrong. Clearly, Cliftons abound. Deriving as it
does from the verb to cleave, a Clif-to[w]n could logically develop on any steep hillside. Just such a place
exists in the wonderful city of Bristol, set in the southwest of England. That Clifton is and was, indeed, set
beautifully on a cliff overlooking the Bristol Channel/
Avon Gorge. That Clifton dates back at least to the
Domesday Book and by the official census of 1801 it
numbered some 4,457 souls. As it happens, I knew
about that Clifton. But I was completely surprised to
receive this email message from Rosamund de Sybel:
“Dear Staff at the Clifton Chronicle, I am writing to let
you know that another Clifton Chronicle on the other
side of the Atlantic has recently re-launched in No-

vember 2005. The publication
originally launched in November 1850 and stopped in September 1928. But last year, editor Stan Szecowka revived the
much-loved publication to the
delight of our Bristol community. It is now Bristol’s only
weekly independent newspaper.
The Clifton Chronicle, ca. 1920
We’re doing a feature on
your community and your publication and we would love to
include a comment from your editor as a hello to our readers.”
The subsequent exchange resulted in these photographs by Steve
Bond from our sister-suburb across the Atlantic. Should you feel
the urge to check up on the doings of our Clifton cousins, you’ll
enjoy a visit to their website: cliftonchronicle.com where you will
find all manner of interesting news and points of view. We certainly
wish editor Stan Szecowka and all his staff many happy and
successful years of chronicling Bristol’s cliff-set Clifton.
As for our pages in this issue, we welcome Dr. Lisa Haglund
Slack’s multipart series on the history of Clifton SOLA. And if you
like the Bristol connection, you’ll
love Frederick Thomas’s story on
Ludlow. You’ll also find two pieces
by two UC students from the Republic of China. You’ll also notice
some new incidental art by Richard
Luschek as well as the usual excellent work of Tom Lohre. We hope
you’ll enjoy it. Oh, and be sure to
our Clifton’s very own website:
cliftoncommunity.org
.
— E.

P. HarriT

Bobbie on the Beat in Bristol

Escape to the Caribbean!
Scarlet Oaks Retirement Community
Open House
April 5, 2006 • 4 - 6 p.m.
• Interact with tropical birds
from the Cincinnati Zoo!

• Listen to the tropical tunes
of the Bacchanal Steel Band

• Tour independent living “ports of call”
and (with advance reservations) enjoy a buffet dinner
Seating is limited. RSVP by March 27
Call 475-4210

• Plus, enter to win free prizes!
Proudly serving the
Clifton community
for nearly a century.
• Independent and Assisted Living
• Skilled Nursing and Rehabilitation

A Deaconess Long Term Care Facility

440 Lafayette Avenue, Clifton • (513) 861-0400
www.ScarletOaksRetirementCommunity.com
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Some Bristol Cliftonites

Clifton House Tour, May 14, 2006

Mark Hammiman, Gen. Mgr. The Avon Gorge
Hotel

Photo Helen Adams

Head Teacher, The Bristol School

Photo Helen Adams

Photo Helen Adams

P

Photographs courtesy of Steve Bond

Photo Roy Hardison

Photo Roy Hardison

Here’s a
sampling of
the houses
on the tour
this year!

WHAT’S NEW ?
At the best banking value in the neighborhood.
Internet Banking is on the way at Columbia. We will be introducing our
program very soon. OK, OK, we know the BIG "conglomerate" banks have
had it for several years, but we wanted to wait until we could offer you a
quality Internet product that has the COLUMBIA feel of personal service
and convenience. Plan on being one of the first to sign up for COLUMBIA
Internet banking.

COLUMBIA Savings Bank
411 Ludlow Avenue, Cincinnati, OH 45220

281-2443

"Soon, the best banking value in Cyberspace"
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Clifton South of Ludlow Avenue
History, Part I
Before Incorporation as a Village
By Lisa Haglund Slack
The year after Congress began to
exercise territorial jurisdiction northwest
of the Ohio River, Israel Ludlow and
company arrived to survey what is now
Cincinnati. The next year, 1789, William
McMillan arrived, and, from early on,
although a farmer, he was also a justice of
the peace. “He was the first magistrate
chosen by the people before provision
had been made by law for official
appointments” (Greve).
Jacob Burnet became the most
prominent lawyer in the community after
his arrival in 1796. He rode the Circuit
Court of the Northwest Territory back
when “the judges and members of the bar
made their journeys in company, and on
horseback . . . swimming streams, and
encamping out at night.” (Este) In 1800
Jacob Burnet was elected president of one
of the first territorial legislatures. He was a
judge on the Ohio Supreme Court after
statehood. After retirement from
government in 1831, he remained
extremely active and influential in civic
affairs. “A history of the early days of
Cincinnati without constant reference to
him and to Dr. Drake would be like the
play of Hamlet with Hamlet left out.”
(Greve)
Jacob Burnet and William McMillan
purchased Section 14* of Millcreek
Township, Hamilton County in the early
1800s. Squire McMillan owned 320 acres
in the middle of the section and Burnet
owned a quarter section on each side.
Squire McMillan farmed at the top of
Auburn Avenue where, by 1870, the water
tower was placed (currently occupied by
Kroger’s). Jacob Burnet lived downtown

Hamilton County Land
Ownership map of 1856,
G.W. Burnet owned the
western quarter section
and Wm. Burnet owned
the eastern quarter
section. This timeline
suggests that plans to
create Burnet Woods
Park and to populate the
eastern quarter section
were made during Judge
Burnet’s lifetime to be
carried out after his
death

in a large house at 3rd
and Vine but he also
had a small farm in the
southern part of the
western quarter of
Section 14 (where
McMicken Hall is
now). This area began
to be called Burnet
Woods during his
lifetime. He did not
Jacob Burnet
—To be continued.
develop the western
Bibliography & Notes:
quarter section, perhaps because of its
Este, D.K., “Discourse on the Life and
topography, but intended the eastern
Public Services of the late Jacob Burnet,” 21
quarter section to become a
June 1853. Pamphlet, Cincinnati Historical
neighborhood centered on Burnet
Society Library at the Cincinnati Museum
Avenue.
Center at Union Terminal
McMillan’s land was almost all
library.cincymuseum.org).
purchased by William Corry, the first
Greve, Charles T., Centennial History of
mayor of Cincinnati, after McMillan died
Cincinnati and Representative Citizens, Vol.
in 1804. Corry’s children subdivided the
1, published 1904.
Hall, Harvey, Cincinnati City Directory ,
area in 1843, creating Corryville. By then,
1825. Later directories are also available for
“one could ride for only 12 cents in the
perusal at the History and Genealogy
two-horse omnibus in about an hour from
section of the Main Library downtown,
the corner of Sixth and Main in the city to
Public Library of Cincinnati and Hamilton
the Carthage Pike (Ruther Ave.), or to
County (www.cincinnatilibrary.org).
Clifton Ave., or to Lafayette Ave.” (King)
King, Arthur G, “Origin of some Cincinnati
Down in the Mill Creek Valley, the Miami
streets—a street in Clifton,” Bulletin of the
and Erie Canal was usable by 1834, and
Historical and Philosophical Society of Ohio,
the Cincinnati, Hamilton, and Dayton
1952;10(2):143.
Layman, E.F., “The development of the
Railroad (with a stop in Cumminsville) was
existing sewerage systems of the city of
running by 1846. Settlement of the
Cincinnati, Ohio,” p. 44 in Progress Report
hilltops, however, was largely limited to
on a Plan of Sewerage for the City of
persons of means until the inclined planes
Cincinnati, 1912-13.
were built in the 1870s.
Maxwell, Sidney D., Suburbs of Cincinnati,
The stream that drained Corryville
1870, from the chapters about Clifton, p. 27,
through Burnet Woods north of Dixmyth
and Corryville, p. 129.
Ave. was called Bates’ Run because it
*Section 14 is bordered by McMillan
emptied into the Mill Creek at the property
Ave. on the south, Clifton Ave. on the
of Clark and Rachel Bates in what is now
east and Burnet Ave. on the west, with
Camp Washington. (An 1856 map shows
its northern boundary line just south of
the stream passing through the
the intersection of Clifton and Ludlow
Stockyards and entering the Mill Creek
Avenues.
just north of Hopple St.). The sewer plans
Lisa Haglund Slack is an MDfrom 1849, entitled “Burnet Woods Park
researcher in infectious diseases at the
Sewer,” is the earliest reference I have
UC Medical Center. She became
seen to Burnet Woods Park. It is also
interested in this subject looking into
notable that Section 14 was sparsely
the history of her own Clifton home and
populated at the time the sewer was made
Burnet Woods.
and Clifton Ave. was still an unimproved
mud road that had recently been changed
from the old Irwin Mill route to the
Section Line.
Jacob Burnet died in 1853, leaving his
property to his children. According to the
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Welcome to CTM 2006
In some ways we begin a new era
because, as mentioned in the last issue,
we finally have Trustee and Officer terms
and at last have the annual Budget and
membership status according to the
calendar. This should be especially
helpful to residents in knowing how your
dues payments apply. Please note: Dues
that were paid after the November
election cover you through 2006. This is
because of the response to the Festival of
Lights ticket offer and the membership
solicitation mailing. We thank all of you
who did so and request that those who
haven’t “gotten around to it,” please send
the form below in soon. We need your
support.
While we are close to the subject we
want to publicly say “Thank You” to the
Cincinnati Zoo and Botanical Gardens for
the 600 pairs of tickets to the Festival of
Lights that they gave CTM to spur new
and renewal membership payments. The
excess tickets were given to Clifton
School which used them to reward those
students who had excellent attendance
records for the year. I wish we could share
with all of you the dozens of thank you
notes we received from those children.
They were truly heartwarming.
Back to business. From among the
Trustees elected at the November meeting
and those currently seated, new officers,
sometimes referred to as the Executive
Committee, have been elected. Leading us
into the new era are: Dick Druffel,

President; Cindy Herrick and David Keift,
Co-Vice-Presidents (something new); Bill
Gordon, Secretary and Cheryl Jakubowski
continuing as Treasurer. Mary
Schubauer-Berigan has agreed (much to
Bill’s relief) to continue maintaining the
membership log on what must now be a
mammoth computer file. It should be
noted that neither Dick nor Bill has ever
been a member of the Board, another
indication of a new era. It also emphasizes
the fact that if you care about the future
of Clifton and want to have a say in it,
YOU can. True, being a Trustee, an
officer, a committee member cuts into your
personal time, but we need those of you
who want to continue making Clifton “the
place everyone wants to be” to step
forward and get involved.
One person who has been doing that
for a number of years is District Five
Officer Dana Jones, our designated
Neighborhood Police Officer prior to a
change in policy by the Cincinnati Police
Department. Dana, a Chronicle “Horgan’s
Hero” and certainly one of CTM and the
Clifton community’s heroes, would like all
of you to know that while she may no
longer be the officer you are connected to
when you have a police-related inquiry or
request for police intervention (we speak
of non-emergency issues here) you
should still feel free to contact her if you
are not satisfied with the response you
receive. George Bishop, the Chair of
CTM’s Safety Committee would also like
to hear about non-responsive
occurrences (go to the CTM website to
leave a message) so that we can let the
City know if this new policy isn’t working
to your satisfaction. Other community
councils will be evaluating the new policy

as well, so we do need input, positive or
negative.
In closing, remember that a great
Mother’s Day present would be taking her
on the Clifton House Tour. For those not
able to do that, go with someone else to
whom you can turn and say “Mom would
have loved (or contrarily ‘hated’) this.” Or
be a volunteer and enjoy the tour from
both sides of the fence, showing a home
off for 2 hours and being guided thru the
others before or afterwards.

4th Annual
Neighborhood
Clean Up
April 29, 10-12. Rawson Woods garlic
mustard pull and trash clean up.
Meet your neighbors at the corner of
Middleton and McAlpin.
Wear gloves, supportive shoes and
cover your body from possible poison
ivy. Bring a water bottle and large
garbage bag.

Call 221-8285 for more information.
Sponsored by Cincinnati Parks and
Clifton Native Plant Network

Inviting all community artists
to participate in the first ever
“MainStreet Art Show”
to be held May 19-21st
on the University of Cincinnati campus.
Professionals, students, and hobbyists
are invited to display and sell their art
pieces. Deadline to participate:
Friday, May 12th. For further information
about participating and reserving your
spot on MainStreet, email:

florine.postell@uc.edu
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Good Samaritan Hospital
Modernization and Expansion Project
Makes Progress
structure was completed;
By Todd Ward
With 2006 well under way, the completion of the modernization and expansion of
Good Samaritan Hospital becomes closer to
reality. In 2007 work will wrap up on the
$122 million project that brings 75,000 square
feet of renovation, 170,000 square feet of new
space through the Dixmyth Patient Care
Tower Expansion, 41 new beds, 400 additional
parking spaces and a new Clifton main
entrance.
Good Samaritan Hospital is working to
provide greater accessibility to quality care
through a more modern, dynamic healing
environment. The vision began with a practical
need to increase space and expand services as
the demand for health care grows in this
community. The growth is underscored by a
modernization befitting Good Samaritan’s
reputation as a technologically advanced
center for healing, teaching and research. The
mission and values of the founding Sisters of
Charity are being depicted in a fresh and
modern way through artwork, architecture and
healing elements that nurture the mind, body
and spirit. Religious artwork throughout the
campus will reflect the Good Samaritan model
of healing and teaching beyond cultural and
religious boundaries.

Milestones to Date:
• Renovation of floors 11 (cardiac and
pulmonary services) and 14 of the patient
tower was completed; 10-story Dixmyth
Patient Care Tower Expansion steel beam

Partner YYoga
oga wwith
ith Amber & D
ion
Dion
March 19

2 - 4:30

oga
Hott YYoga
w! Ho
e
N Taoist YYoga
oga
500 RY
T TTeeacher TTrraining
RYT
Bring in this ad for a FREE class!!!

Community Yoga 3:15 Saturdays ($1)

• Ashtanga Yoga • Pilates Mat
• Hatha Yoga
• Yogalates
• Yin Yoga
• Prenatal Yoga
www.yogagarage.com
346 Ludlow Ave. (upstairs Ludlow Garage)

(513) 961-YOGA (9642)

• Main Street Walkway:
This expansive, curving
walkway on Level 5
provides easier access by
linking the two sides of
the campus, from the
Cafeteria in the Dixmyth
Tower to a future new
outpatient Clifton lobby.
Religious artwork reflects
the hospital’s history and
Catholic identity. A 400foot mural vividly depicts
scenes from Psalms. Black
and white photographs
illustrate the beauty and
dignity of nature and its
healing influence. A fivefoot bronze relief statue of Jesus encourages
passersby to extend their hands to touch Jesus’
hands for strength and inspiration.
• Diagnostic Imaging Services opens. This
new home for Radiology, Ultrasound, CT and
Nuclear Medicine features a pod-like design.
With this renovated department and the
relocation of other services, patients now
receive all diagnostic imaging services, including
MRI and Breast Center, in one central area,
eliminating the need to travel between floors
for tests. The updated décor brings in elements
of nature to create a softer and more soothing
healing environment.
Early February 2006: Light shields have
been installed on the Lower Dixmyth
Garage in response to Clifton Town Meeting

requests. These light shields will reduce the
light impact on neighbors living close to the
north side of Good Samaritan Hospital.
Future Milestone to Note: May 2006—
Clifton Garage renovation completed to add
parking spaces. Spring 2007 – Dixmyth
Patient Care Tower Expansion opens.
Summer 2007 – Clifton Lobby renovation
begins.
For updated construction info, parking
instructions, or a short video showcasing the
Modernization and Expansion Project, visit
www.trihealth.com and click on the Good
Samaritan Hospital logo. For more info or to
request a project CD, call 569-6706 or e-mail

Corporate_Communications@trihealth.com.
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Uptown Consortium, 2
An Interview with the
C E O
By Josephine Kosmalski
The Uptown Consortium is a partnership comprising the neighborhoods of
Clifton, Clifton Heights, Avondale,
Corryville, Fairview, Mt. Auburn and
University Heights. Tony T. Brown is the
president and CEO of the organization
which oversees approximately $300 million
in community redevelopment which is
underway in our section of the city of
Cincinnati. Mr. Brown responded to my
questions about the aims and goals of the
Consortium.
Q. What is the one thing you believe in
crucial for people to know about the
Consortium and your efforts?
It’s hard to choose just one. I guess
I’d say … that we are absolutely committed to working with the community on the
revitalization of Uptown. We understand
that the strength, character and diversity
of our neighborhoods is one of the key
assets of Uptown. Our work will support,
not supersede, them.
Q. Is there a way for residents to get
involved?
The best way to go about that is to go
to the “Contact Us” page on our website:
www.uptownconsortioum.org. This page
includes a form that will allow people to

tell us what
their specific
interests are,
which will help
us find the
right opportunities for them.
Q. Are there
any projects
going on in
Clifton
specifically?
Are there any
plans on the horizon?
Like the rest of Uptown, there are
many revitalization projects underway in
Clifton. The Cincinnati Zoo, for example,
has begun parking lot improvements at its
historic main gate. Construction continues
on the new addition at Good Samaritan
Hospital. Good Sam is also involved in
discussions with the community about the
realignment of Dixmyth. Implementation of
the Ludlow Avenue revitalization plan, a
joint effort with Clifton Town Meeting and
the Clifton Business Association, is
underway. There is also a variety of
private development happening in Clifton.
Clifton projects in which the Consortium
is involved include the distribution of a
request of proposals seeking a consultant
to produce a management model and
master plan for Burnet Woods, one of
Uptown’s key assets. The Consortium has
pledged resources to CTM: $50,000 to

design a parking structure as part of our
commitment to help strengthen the
business districts.
Q. Any final observations for us?
I believe that the Consortium members—Cincinnati Children’s Hospital
Medical Center, Cincinnati Zoo and
Botanical Garden, The Health Alliance of
Greater Cincinnati, TriHealth, Inc. and the
University of Cincinnati—are absolutely
committed to the Consortium and to
Uptown. And I am proud to be involved in
such an exciting organization at such a
key point in history.

NEW! In the Chronicle:
Three-line Classifieds!
Approx. 2.4” x .75” $25.00
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Helping
Paws

Story and Photos by Sandy Cohan
Heroes come in many forms from
astronauts to the guy next door. Some
heroes have four legs like police dogs
and guide dogs. We happily salute two
such Clifton heroes, guide dogs Sparky
Chism who serves his human Ted, and
Andrew Danner who serves his human
Jan.
Ted Chism, a 27-year Clifton resident,
has been legally blind since he was 10
years old due to a degenerative condition
affecting his retina. Ted retired as a
psychotherapist in 1985 as his sight
condition worsened. In recent years he
became challenged by the growing
inefficiency of using a white cane. Enter
Sparky. After an extensive application and
interview process, Ted was accepted for a
guide dog training program in Oregon
where Sparky, born at Guide Dogs for the
Blind in San Rafael, California, was
waiting to be matched with his human.
Sparky is a male yellow lab retriever who
comes from a long line of working dogs.
About 75% of guide dog candidates
cannot complete the program and the

CliftonChronicle
cost of one dog from breeding to
placement is approximately
$70,000, but with no cost to the
blind owner.
Ted and Sparky can often be
seen walking the streets of Clifton
together. When at home and not
in his harness, Sparky is playful,
loves tug of war and eating
carrots, races around the house
stealing socks and tearing up
paper goods. But when that
harness is on, Sparky goes
instantly to work guiding Ted and
protecting his safety.
Andrew, who comes from Seeing
Eye Dogs in Morristown, NJ, is
Jan Danner’s fourth guide dog
(after Noel, Xondy, and Cindy)
and her pride in him shows. Jan
lost her sight at age 25 when she
was violently beaten by a roofing
contractor whom she had let into
her pottery studio to check for leaks
during some rain. After a long and often
doubtful recovery, Jan struggled back to
teach pottery and to enjoy a loving
marriage to Ernie Danner until his death
in 1994 from multiple sclerosis. Jan’s
upbeat spirit and sense of humor keep
her, in her own words, “elated with life.”
And Andrew, the beautiful golden
retriever mix, amuses, challenges,
annoys, and protects Jan. He acts
like any other puppy as he cuddles
next to Jan kissing her with his wet
tongue. Andrew has a dominant
and rambunctious personality, and
his favorite game is to grab her
deck of Braille playing cards,
tearing them up as he races
through the house. Jan describes
this game as “endearing but
expensive.”
But on duty, a different Andrew
emerges, one who is extremely
attentive and alert. Once Jan did
not hear an approaching bicycle
rider and she commanded Andrew
to cross Ludlow. Andrew avoided
an accident by ignoring her signals
despite her commands. The name
applied to this guide dog behavior
is “intelligent disobedience,” and
accounts for why so few dogs
qualify as certified guides.
Sparky and Andrew are clearly
more than guide dogs. They are
cute, cuddly and much loved, but

Jan Danner & Andrew

make no mistake, they are highly tuned
canine life-saving machines, and on the
streets of Clifton with their human
owners, they deserve ultimate respect. So
what do a few chewed up socks or Braille
cards mean anyway? Bravo Sparky!
Bravo Andrew!

Ted Chism & Sparky
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Sparky
Speaks
By Ted Chism
My name is Sparky. I’m a trained guide
dog serving Ted Chism, my visually
impaired owner.You may have seen media
reports about me in 2003 when I was
viciously attacked in Clifton by an
uncontrolled dangerous dog. I have some
important information to help you
understand and avoid the consequences
of a recent Ohio law that increases
protection of service animals like me. I
also want to tell you some ways you can
help guide dogs like me to keep our
owners safe.
In November 2004 an Ohio law
established criminal penalties for any
person, or the owner of an animal, that
obstructs, harasses or injures a working
service animal, including guide dogs as
well as police dogs and horses.
Offenders could face charges ranging
from a second-degree misdemeanor to a
third-degree felony. They can be required
to pay medical, retraining, or replacement
costs of the service animal. (It costs up to
$70,000 to replace a guide dog like me!)
Further, most homeowners insurance
providers will no longer insure a home
that harbors a dangerous dog.
Aside from that, however, please consider
your own behavior, too.
Many people are dog lovers and their
first impulse is to interact with a friendly
looking dog. A working guide dog,
however, needs some special
consideration by the public. Here is how
you can help:
Always consider a guide dog in
harness to be “on the job.”
Keep noisy, unruly, or aggressive
sounding dogs away from guide
dog teams. The guide gets
distracted and the handler can’t
determine if the dog is securely
under control.
Do not let a dog to run loose off
its own property. It is illegal and
could impede a guide dog team.
If the guide is injured, the owner
could face a felony charge.
Do not interact in any way with a
working dog. Think of it as

Helping
Hearts
Story and photos by Sandy Cohan
This is a story about puppy love. But
like all love stories, it has to have an
inspiration. Drop back almost five
years when an 11-year-old girl named
Margo Rosner was looking for a
community service project in
preparation for her bas mitzvah. Margo
came upon a group called Companion
Animals Access Program (CAAP)
which trains and supports volunteers
and pets to visit nursing and hospital
facilities. Margo was provided with a
list of facilities by the Society for the
Prevention of Cruelty to Animals
(SPCA) and she chose Clifton’s Scarlet
Oaks Retirement Community to perform
her community service requirement.
So where is the love story? Margo,
now a Sycamore H.S. sophomore, is so
dedicated to this monthly “puppy love”
adventure that she routinely sets out on
her five-hour Sunday visits to Scarlet
Oaks, SPCA puppies in her arms, 12
months a year in all weather conditions.
The residents of Scarlet Oaks know

someone grabbing your steering
wheel when you are driving.
If possible, when approaching a
guide dog team while walking
your dog, please announce your
presence.
Remember, the guide dog user is totally
dependent on the guide’s focused
decisions for safe independent travel.
Your understanding and cooperation will
help ensure their success.

Margo Rosner and her pups mean so very
much to the residents of Scarlet Oaks

Margo and wait for her to arrive to warm
their hearts and inspire their smiles.
“Margo’s Puppies” is on their calendars
and she would never disappoint them.
She doesn’t miss a room, not one. Margo
lovingly knocks on each resident’s door
with “Hi, do you want to pet the
puppies?” Her goal is to get the puppies
into their arms as quickly as she can
because she knows that she then has
their hearts for sure. On this visit, for
example, Margo delighted a man in
hospice and an elderly woman who
followed her with her much loved stuffed
animal “Duke.” She shared two adorable
eight-week-old St. Bernard and German
Shepard mix puppies.
Margo appreciates the support she gets
from Shari Fleming of Scarlet Oaks, from
Gwen Williams and Ginny Keeney of the
SPCA and from her parents, Lisa and
Mike, and sister Stephanie. But this is
definitely Margo’s program and she is
highly motivated. Margo seeks no reward
but explains, “I know they look forward to
the visits and it makes their day. Besides,
I just love to hold the puppies!”
At the end of the interview, Margo once
again picked up the squirming puppies
and announced, “I’m not through yet.
Just one more room. I don’t want to miss
anyone.” This is puppy and people love
at the highest level, and Clifton thanks
you, Margo!
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Spring…already? I’m not sure if these
last several months qualify as a winter but
it’s nice to feel spring in the air, all the
same. The Clifton branch library invites
you to stop in and check out all we have
to offer. From books and magazines on
spring-cleaning and house-beautifying to
great music CD’s, DVD and VCR movies
and much more, the library has you
covered. Check it out!
If you are looking to share great books
with wonderful people, please join us for
the Clifton Book Discussion Group the
second Wednesday of each month at 10:30
a.m. Upcoming dates and titles are as
follows:
March 8: The Plot Against America, by
Philip Roth
April 12: Snow Flower and the Secret
Fan, by Lisa See
May 10: The Spiral Staircase: My Climb
Out of Darkness, by Karen Armstrong
June 14: Islam: A Short History, by
Karen Armstrong
Copies of each book are available at the
branch. Most titles can also be ordered on
audio or in large print. We look forward to
seeing you!
Putting out a shout to kids and their
families! Please join Mr. Eric for great
stories and lots of singing and dancing at
our Preschool Storytime Tuesdays at 10
a.m. We also have a Bedtime Storytime the
third Thursday of each month at 7 p.m.
These programs are best for children ages
3-5 but all are welcome.
The Library Leprechaun will be visiting
the Clifton branch library again this year in
honor of St. Patrick’s Day. Get your picture
taken with a leprechaun and enjoy Irish
music and a festive atmosphere as we
tiptoe through the clovers Thursday,
March 16 at 7 p.m. This program is in lieu
of March’s Bedtime Storytime.
Looking ahead, the library extends an
invitation to kids and teens to join this
year’s summer reading club. This year’s
theme is Get In the Game @ Your Library:
READ! Fun programs, great prizes and, of
course, wonderful books are all part of the
fun. The program runs from June through
July. Stop in for details!

CliftonChronicle
April 3-9 is National Library Week.
We wish to thank you for all your kindness and support and invite those who do
not have a library card to come in and sign
up for one. It’s a free and very valuable
resource. Stop in today.
Speaking of books and reading, April
24-30 is Turn Off the TV and Read Week!
And we invite you to stock up on books
and do just that. If we do not have a title
you are looking for, it can be ordered from
another branch or the main library. Just ask
us or visit us online at
www.cincinnatilibrary.org and click on the
word “CATALOG.” When you find the
results of your search, place a hold on the
item. Be sure to select the branch to which
you would like the book to be sent from
the drop-down menu. When it arrives, we
will call or email you to let you know the
book is here. Simple!
Hola! Bonjour! Konnichiwa! Jambo!
Guten Tag! Nih Hao! And hello! Did you
know that the Clifton branch library has a
free ESL conversation group? Please join
us Thursdays from 1-2 p.m. to meet new
people and practice your English. Folks
from all over the world gather together for
this fun and informal conversation hour.
We hope to see you there.
The staff of the Clifton branch library
welcomes you to stop in and visit. There
are lots of things to see and hear and learn
about and there’s no telling whom you
might run into during your visit!
Ciao for now!

The Clifton Chronicle

... needs an Associate Editor—
someone to help decide what
stories to print and who should
write them, to be a part of every
step of the way. What would
you do differently, what would
you do better? We thrive on new
ideas and are always interested
in new ways of doing things. Do
you want to help? Please do! Let
us hear from you and join us for
one of our editorial meetings.
We’ll be delighed to have you.
P.O. Box 20067, Cincinnati, OH
45220 or email us at:
cliftonnews@cinci.rr.com

Recycle At Dress For Success
By Marcia Hendricks
Last Fall I finally took my nearly new,
classic, dress-length blue wool coat to
Dress for Success at 135 West Fourth
Street (between Race and Elm). This season
someone is wearing that coat, possibly to a
new job.
At Dress for Success, women who have
been referred by local social agencies and who
are transitioning into the workforce are
outfitted free of charge with suitable clothing
and accessories. The client is first helped to
dress appropriately for a job interview and
then later will receive another outfit for work.
If a particular donation cannot be used for
this program (perhaps it is too dressy),
items are placed on sale on the first floor of
the store, the Fourth Street Boutique.

Proceeds from all sales there—where anyone
is welcome to shop—are then donated to the
Dress for Success program. I found my
favorite black purse there for just a few
dollars. They have a fine selection of
clothing, shoes and accessories from which to
choose. Clothing donations for Dress for
Success are accepted on Thursdays from 10
a.m. to 3 p.m. and on the first Saturday of
each month from 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. (except
for holiday weekends.) All donated clothing
should be on hangers, clean and ready to
wear. Store hours for the Boutique are
Tuesday to Friday, 10 a.m. to 3 p.m., and
Saturday, 10 a.m. to 2 p.m. You will feel
most satisfied in making donations to this
fine program. For more information, call
651-3372.
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Even though it’s the middle of winter
Clifton Center is out and about. On
January 30, six Clifton teens joined a group
of over 80 from around the city for CRC’s
annual Teen Ski outing at Perfect North
Slopes. Their ski adventure included
instructions and lift tickets. The Clifton
teens were joined by Community Center
Directors Arnelle Dow and Jim Moore as
they skied and laughed from 5:00 to 9:00
p.m. Reduced costs made it possible for
the center to pick up the expenses for our
group. If you ski at Perfect North, let them
know that you appreciate their generosity
in partnering with the Cincinnati Recreation Commission on this event.
Another group of youth from our Mini
Day Camp visited Parky’s Farm at Winton
Woods on January 27 for a special outing
courtesy of Hamilton County Parks. They
visited with the animals and explored the
play barn, ending the day with a winter
hayride through the woods. The 35 from
Clifton shared the event with 30 youth
from Corryville.
We have a new scoreboard installed in
the gym after the original gave up the
ghost. The turn-around on the replacement was taken care of in about two weeks
including installation of the new board.
That’s nearly light speed on the government clock!
You may have noticed a youthful face
at the center in the last few weeks. Clifton
has a new teen employee, Steven
Campbell, working with us through the
Rec Employment Corps. This program
matches interested teens in neighborhood
centers to provide a beginning work
experience and to introduce them to the
benefits of working in the area of recreation. Steven will be with us through May
and we expect that he’ll be learning a lot
about what it takes to be a professional
recreation leader. If you know of someone
who may be interested in this program in
the future, call Becky Smith from our Youth
and Family Services office at 513-352-4031.
Youth floor hockey (ages 9-12 years) is
getting underway. Clifton will be playing
its games in the gym on Wednesdays at
4:00 p.m. in case you want to stop by and
cheer them on to victory. In other sports

news the Clifton School men’s and
women’s basketball teams have both
qualified for the tournament. If you know
any of the players, be sure to congratulate
them on their teamwork and dedication.
The Clifton Center is once again
partnering with the Main Public Library
downtown to support their Free and Fun
Family Fest celebrating their birthday on
March 11. This free event from 1:00–4:00
pm at the downtown library is themed as
Mascot Mania. You will see more mascots
here than at any single place you have
ever been (outside of Disney World). Kids
can have their pictures taken with their
favorite mascot, parade with them and eat
mascot munchies from Chiquita, Kroger
and United Dairy Farmers. There will be
arts and crafts projects to make and take,
courtesy of the Clifton Center, music,
contests, mascot celebrities …. You just
have to be there. It’s a great free outing for
the younger members of your family so
mark it on your calendar and help us
celebrate another great year with one of
the finest libraries in the country!
If you have cabin fever and you’re
looking for spring events to get you out of
the house, mark April 7 on your calendar
for Fish Fest at Burnet Woods. Joe
Goeldner and the staff from Clifton will be
mounting the first of our two events at the
pond to introduce and encourage youth
and family fishing for sport and recreation.
This event is sponsored each year by the
Ohio Department of Natural Resources

through their Hooked on
Fishing Not on Drugs program.
There’ll be free food and
drinks for everyone in attendance.
We hope to see you out at
the center or at one of these
events.

D e S te f ano
landscaping, Inc.

SPRING

is just around the corner
and so are WE
Call

Your friendly neighborhood
landscapers for
Spring Clean-Up
Mulching
Planting
Seeding & Sodding
Innovative Design
& Installation

569-9009
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Say the word Cliftonite to someone
who is not from our fair suburb and they
might think you’re referring to an exotic
substance that can render a superhero
powerless; but say the name of Cliftonite
Ron Aufmann to anyone who attends
Cincinnati Symphony or Pops Orchestra
concerts, and they are likely to know
precisely who this superhero is.
It takes an extraordinary amount of
training and dedication to land a job in one
of Americas major symphony orchestras,
especially if yours is a popular instrument
for which there are few positions available.
A clarinetist usually must wait for someone to retire for an opening to occur, and
then hundreds of competitors vie for the
job. The chances for success are remote,
and if the orchestra for which you audition
is also your hometown band, the odds are
poor indeed ... unless, of course, you have
powers far beyond those of mortal
clarinetists.
My humble colleague Ron would
disagree with my analysis, I’m sure; but
when I hear him make the bass clarinet
sound effortless week after week, year

after year, I do wonder if
he’s from another planet.
(Alright ... several of us in
the CSO, perhaps Ron
included, have had our
suspicions about him for
quite some time; but
unless Forest Park is on
Krypton, Ron’s no alien.)
So why did a nice boy
from Forest Park study
clarinet and pursue a
professional career? “I just
like to play music. At one
point, I had to choose to
study either clarinet or
oboe exclusively. I picked the clarinet and
gave it my best shot.”
Ron played in the Cincinnati Youth
Symphony Orchestra in the 70s and in the
All-City Youth Symphonic Band (aka the Y
Band) which used to rehearse in the Blue
Room of the Central Parkway YMCA.
When he graduated Forest Park High
School (now Winton Woods H.S.), Ron
attended the famed School of Music at
Indiana University. Shortly thereafter, in
1986, he won a position with the CSO.
Ron did not return to Cincinnati alone.
He met his wife, Carol, at I.U. where they
played in a wind quintet together. Carol is
a bassoonist who performs with both the
Cincinnati Ballet Orchestra and the
Richmond (IN.) Symphony Orchestra.

Photo Richard Lewis

And what, pray tell, does son Daniel,
offspring of single and double reeds, play?
Why, French Horn, of course! (Lots of
repertoire for that instrumentation.)
When I asked Ron why he chose to
live in Clifton upon his repatriation to the
Queen City, he said without hesitation the
architecture and the proximity to the
downtown. “When I walk my dog in the
morning, I see houses designed by Frank
Lloyd Wright and Samuel Hannaford, Art
Deco houses and 50s homes ... and that’s
just on my street! If I walk a little further, I
can look at a few castles. I like the people,
too.”
Super, man.

Your Neigborhood Real Estate Professional

University Nails
3307 Clifton Ave.

Clifton's Gaslight District
First Exclusive
Nail Studio

751-4111
Between Good Samaritan Hospital
& Brueggers Bagels

Grand Opening!

Monday - Saturday 10am - 7 pm

Walkins Welcome

If it's Clifton, it must be
Ora!

20 % OFF

Exfoliating Spa
Pedicure & Manicure

Full Set

$42.00
Women or Men

Good only wth coupon.
Not good with other offers
or discounts. Expires 6/15/06

Good only wth coupon.
Not good with other offers
or discounts. Expires 6/15/06

We are now offering Nail Services
for Wedding Parties, Birthday Parties,
Group Gatherings, etc.

"Bring your friends, wine and food.
We will provide the pampering."
Call for an appt. today 751-4111

Ora Forusz, CRS
VoiceMail: 786-9259
oraforusz@sibcycline.com
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Even after the mildest winter most of
us can remember, we still welcome springtime with open arms. And strawberries are
the food that says “spring” to me more
than any other. Although these days you
can find strawberries in all seasons, they
are sweetest between March and May or
June. Look for the local crop at farm
stands and Findlay Market toward the
middle of May, depending on weather
conditions.
Strawberries qualify as one of nature’s
super-foods in terms of health benefits:
they’re very high in Vitamin C, folate,
antioxidants and fiber. For a wealth of
ways to use these nutritional powerhouses, check out the website
www.strawberry-recipes.com
Don’t wash or hull your strawberries
until you’re ready to eat them, unless you
want to prepare the whole batch at once
and sprinkle the cut-up pieces with a little
sugar to prevent mold. Store cut, sugared
berries in a Tupperware container in the
fridge.
Our everyday use for these berries is
to sprinkle them on cold cereal. They’re a
great addition to smoothies made in the
blender, another quick and healthful
breakfast. If you’ve never tried syrupy
balsamic vinegar on sweetened strawberries, you’re in for a treat. Just sprinkle a
couple of tablespoons over the fruit and
use it as a topping for vanilla ice cream or
frozen yogurt.
I also love to add strawberries to green
salads, especially if the salad includes
peppery greens such as arugula. As luck
would have it, spring is the best time to
find arugula—several area growers the sell
freshly harvested stuff at Findlay Market
beginning sometime in April. Here’s a
recipe adapted from one of my favorite
food magazines, Eating Well. If you can’t
find arugula or just don’t like the taste—
it’s too strong for some palates—substitute mixed greens or baby spinach. And
don’t buy bargain-basement vinegar; a
little bit of the good stuff goes a long way.

Strawberry and Arugula
Salad (Serves 4)
Ingredients:
½ cup chopped walnuts, toasted
4 cups arugula (or mixed field greens)
2 cups sliced strawberries
2 ounces Parmesan cheese, crumbled
(about ½ cup)
2 tablespoons high-quality balsamic
vinegar
1 tablespoon extra-virgin olive oil
Salt and freshly ground pepper, to taste
Instructions:
In a large salad bowl, toss together
walnuts, arugula, strawberries and cheese.
Sprinkle the vinegar, oil, salt and pepper
over the salad and toss again. Serve
immediately.

Calvary Episcopal
Church
Serving Clifton since 1844
3766 Clifton Avenue
861-4437
Worship:
Sunday
8 a.m., 10 a.m., 5 p.m.
Childcare 9:45 a.m.
Wednesday 7 p.m.
Christian Education for
all ages

Open, Inclusive,
Challenging
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18 to see what we mean when we say
“Fasching ist Fantastisch!” Spring must
be coming because the kids are ready for
action—our running group “Fairview
Runs” is pulling out their jogging suits to
prepare to begin training for the Flying Pig
The Cincinnati Waldorf School
5K race and our soccer teams are getting
... announces that we are currently
warmed up for their upcoming games.
accepting applications for students
(Submitted by Mandy Smith)
eligible for the Educational Choice
Annunciation School
Scholarship Pilot Program. Eligible
... annouces open registration. Our
students are those who are currently
Catholic school accepts students for
attending a public school that has been on grades K-8. Call the school at 221-1230 for
academic emergency for the past three
further information.
years, those who are currently enrolled in
This year’s eighth grade class has
a publicly funded community “charter”
already achieved honors and recognition.
school and who would otherwise be
Olivia Schutte and Joe Haas each won a
assigned to such a school and those who
$20,000 scholarship to Roger Bacon. St.
are new kindergartners who would be
Ursula Academy awarded Olivia Schutte
assigned to one of the designated
$2,000 a year. Andrew Olding was given a
schools. For more information on this
$5,000 scholarship to Summit Country Day.
program, visit www.edchoice.ohio.gov.
Congratulations to them and their families.
(Submitted by Chris Mansur)
Olivia Schutte, Joe Haas and John
Fairview German Language
Weber were guests at the Roger Bacon
School
Honors breakfast. This is given for the top
The year is off to a great start. In
40 students who took the entrance test.
December we were proud to watch three of Two of Annunciation’s graduates were
our students performing in Cincinnati
speakers for this event.
Ballet’s “Nutcracker.” Our Family Math
Laura Brichler represented the National
night was a hit, as always. Both students
Honor Society. Joy Feichtner spoke of her
and adults enjoyed all sorts of mathexperiences which prepared her for
related activities. Fasching, our biggest
college. We are proud of our students’
event of the year, promises to be lots of
accomplishments. (Submitted by Sr.
fun, with games and food and all kinds of
Lawrence Sickman)
family-friendly activities. Come on March
North Avondale Montessori
... is in the
midst of its annual
Oratory Festival.
Preparing and
giving speeches is
one of the many
ways that
Montessori
education
engages the
whole child.
History comes
alive when you
pretend to be part
3 Burton Woods Lane, North Avondale
of it, speaking as a
character from the
past.
The theme of
this year’s
Festival is The
Legacy of the
Harlem Renaissance. Each child
selects one
person from this

513-281-7999

Now Enrolling Grades
Pre-K to 6
www.thenewschool.cc

period of history to focus on for his or her
speech. They pick a turning point in that
person’s life and make this event the
subject of their speech. They practice until
most memorize their 3-5 minute speeches,
and give their speeches in class. Each
class selects three children to represent
them in the auditorium in front of several
classes and many parents. They learn at a
young age to be comfortable with public
speaking, and love dressing up and
pretending to be famous. (Submitted by
Chris Panotja)
The New School
Our 2006 graduates include Clifton
residents, Tommy Borders, Livi Logan and
Jeremy Siegal. These graduates, along
with the other sixth graders, have been
working hard on their year-long research
projects.
Students are looking forward to The
New School¹s traditional spring activities.
A trip to Washington, D.C. is always fun
for the sixth graders. The all-school Earth
Day celebration, the elementary camping
trip and “Montessori in Motion,” a
program that highlights the dance and
music curriculum, are also traditional
events. In addition, this spring, The New
School will welcome the Cincinnati Opera
and an African drummer from Nigeria who
will entertain and inform the students.
This summer, activities at The New
School range from day camp for five and
six year olds to acting and handwriting
classes for children ages 6 to 9. For more
information about summer classes, visit
the website, www.thenewschool.cc or call
281-7999. (Submitted by Sandy Kohn)
Concordia Lutheran School
The PTL annual fundraiser, the Spring
Fling Dinner and Auction is on April 22. In
addition to auctioning theme baskets,
there is also a silent auction presenting a
variety of items. Donations for the
auctions are welcomed. Tickets for the
dinner are available in the school office.
Everyone is invited to this fun evening.
Concordia is now accepting applications
for the 06/07 school year. We offer preschool for children ages three and four,
and childcare from 6:30-8:15 a.m. and 3:306:00 p.m. and childcare over the holidays
and on non-school days for our children.
You are invited to visit us at our Open
Houses on February 23 and March 13
from 9:00-11:00 a.m. and 5:30-7:00 p.m.
both days. Come and tour the school and
you will see a quality school right in your
neighborhood.
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t’s time again for the annual

“Annual”conversation. As most of you
already know, annuals are plants that
complete their blooming and die in one
season. Everyone rushes to the local
greenhouses on Mother’s Day to get the
best looking geraniums, petunias, and
impatiens that they can find and pop them
into the ground for that instant gratification and color that everyone is accustomed to in the early and late summer.
However, annuals can mean so much more
to your gardenscape if you will select the
annuals that reseed and spread throughout your beds during the growing season.
Even better, many come back year after
year, self-sowing from the pervious year’s
seed.
Annuals that have self-seeded give
your garden a more natural look. However,
sometimes they seed too enthusiastically

or plant themselves where you wish they
hadn’t. Luckily, self-sown annuals are
easily transplanted to other spots in your
garden or potted up for friends.
Essential information about growing
annuals from seed—recommended
seeding dates, how deep to plant and
suggested spacing—is usually listed on
the seed packet. Many annuals can be
started either way, direct-seeding into the
garden, or indoors in containers. Sowing
inside can be a little tricky. You have to
use a soiless mix, and provide the right
light and moisture to insure success. Just
remember that when you see that seed
germinate, move it to a south or western
light exposure or you run the risk of your
plants becoming elongated and not much
use. Be careful with too much water. Less
is best in this case.
Here is a list of annuals that will selfseed: cosmos, nicotiana, forget-me-nots,
four o-clocks, hollyhock, johnny-jump-up,
larkspur, morning glory, cleome, nigella,
alyssum, feverfew, and my new favorite,
tassel flower. There are many more, but
this is a list that I think will work well in
our area.
You can go on-line to order seed
catalogs, or visit your local garden retailer
for packets on display.
Every year the Cincinnati Zoo provides the list of the best annuals from the
previous growing season. You can go to
their website www.cincinnatizoo.org. to
obtain the full list.

It’s a great time to start planning your
garden and beat the winter blahs.So try
the self-seeding annuals this year. I think
you will be pleasantly surprised by the
results. Good Luck! —Brenda

Local Forest Habitat
Restoration Events
Green Up Day and Great
American Cleanup combined
April 22 Burnet Woods
Info. Cindi Nugent 861-8970
Rawson Woods April 29, 10-12.
garlic mustard pull and trash clean
up. Meet your neighbors at the
corner of Middleton and McAlpin.
Info. Joy at 221-8285.
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GreenTheme

☺ Week Three: Art and Green

By Josephine Komalski

☺ Week Four: Art and Green Style

As I enter the new downtown location
of the Art Academy of Cincinnati, I notice
a rock with a chiseled quote: “Art is not
optional.” (Gaffney, 1995). For attendees
of the Art Academy’s summer camp, art is
truly not optional. It’s a visual arts
summer day camp, and that means fun–
fun with an educational twist.
This year’s theme of green emphasizes
art through sustainable, green design.
Bobbi Vallery, the Academy’s Art For Kids
Coordinator, is already collecting plastic
bags and other disposable items to use as
art supplies for the campers. Other
materials are purchased by the Academy
or donated by organizations and
individuals.
This year’s camp will happen at Clifton
School, 3711 Clifton Avenue,
foreshadowing the time when the Art
Academy’s Community Education
Department will offer year-round
programming in the future Clifton Cultural
Arts Centre. The six weeks of camp will
begin June 12 and end July 28. There’s no
camp the week of July 4.
Each week offers a different theme:
☺ Week One: Art Beginnings
☺ Week Two: Art and Green
Architecture

Design
and Fashion, ranging from
commercial fashion to sports
uniforms
☺ Week Five: Art Around the
World: Arts and Crafts of the
Appalachian Region. Focusing
on Appalachian culture with
its traditions for preservation
of nature and resources.
☺ Week Six: Art of Cartooning.
Bobbi says this is the perennial
favorite and says, with a laugh,
that they can fit it into the
“green theme” by creating
“environmentally friendly”
cartoons.
Each day there are morning and
afternoon sessions. Kids, ages 5-12, are
welcome to attend either or both. They
can attend one week, all six weeks or pick
and choose the weeks they want to come.
The morning session runs from 9-12:15
p.m. and the afternoon session is from
1:15-4:30 p.m.. The cost is $245 for a fullday week or $155 for a half-day week. To
accommodate the busy schedules of
parents, the camp offers before and after
care for $35.00/wk for each. A total of 60
kids attend each week. In appreciation of
Clifton School, the Art Academy is
providing scholarships for four Clifton
School students.

Bobbi suggests registering at least a
week before camp begins and, if you
know your summer schedule already, you
can register as early as the week of March
1, 2006. The sooner you register the better
because there are lots of campers who like
to come again and again.
Classes are arranged by age groups,
depending on enrollment ages. “The kids
are so good,” said Bobbi. “They’re all
doing their own work. And, because it’s
camp, they don’t have to sit in a chair and
do it. They get their own space and enjoy
it.”
So, for parents whose kids’ favorite
summer activity is arts and crafts, you’ve
found the answer to your summer camp
prayers. For more information, log on to
www. artacademy.edu/commed.edu.
Too old to enroll? The Art Academy is
looking to hire teachers with a Master’s
degree or higher and high
school or college students as
assistants. If you are
interested in getting paid for
the best summer job ever,
check out the Web site or
contact Bobbi Vallery at
commed@artacademy.edu
Happy camping!
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Miss Amanda's
Music Garden
A Musikgarten Program
Music and Classes for Babies
thru Group Piano
5- Week Summer
Session Starts June 19th
Call for Info: 221-7464
www.missamandasmusic.com

$10 off with this ad.
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Weifeng Li’s Excellent New
York Adventure
Most people, including me, love to take
a trip when a holiday comes. Since I
haven’t seen much of the U.S., I might
have more reason than other people to
travel. Looking ahead to the
Independence Day holiday last summer,
three friends and I decided we would take
a trip.
To choose a destination, we tried to
harmonize our interests and ideas. After
several rounds of discussion, we decided
that the winner was New York. As soon as
we fixed on New York, we came up with a
detailed plan about how to get there,
where to stay and what to see
Our first step was to reserve a hotel.
Advised by people who had been there
before, we reserved a hotel in New Jersey.
We also decided to drive there because
three drivers can easily handle the ten
hour drive. Driving on the highway in the
USA is a lot more convenient than it is in
China. For one thing, in China, toofrequent toll stations kill the mood of
being on the open road.
We planned to arrive there in the
morning and visit a museum in the

afternoon. That meant leaving
here at night, which turned out
to be a bad idea. Driving
through the night makes the
eyes tire more easily. And when
we arrived, all of us were tired
and sleepy.
After our first day in the city,
we tried to go back our hotel.
We could see the hotel on the
other side of the road but we
couldn’t get to it—like a mirage
in the desert. What made
things worse was, we did not
remember the exact name of the hotel or Roomates Chang Mingxin and Weifeng Li at the
American Museum of Natural History
the name of the road it was on. After
many stops for directions and many
Next time I have a chance to travel in the
wrong turns, it took us four hours to
U.S.,
I will probably go to a national park
arrive at the hotel. When I finally saw the
rather
than a big city.
hotel, I wanted to cry. If it hadn’t been for
Editor’s
Note: You’ve seen this young man’s
many nice people trying to help us and
byline
before
in these pages. He was born in the
the encouragement of my friends, I would
Eastern
part
of
China, in the area called Laiyang.
have given up.
He
started
studying
English at 12, When he went
Over the following days we visited
off to the university, it was very far--1000km-many places. The Empire State Building
from his home, so he was not able to go home
and the Statue of Liberty are just symbols
very often. When he applied to continue his
to me and less interesting than other New
education in the USA, he did not think about
York marvels. I think the most exciting
remaining here, but he has since changed his
thing was the 3D movie in one of the
mind and would like to stay here for another five
years, then go back to China. He hopes to set up
museums, an amazing expression of
a hospital in Tingdao, China. “That’s my lifelong
modern technology. When you saw the
desire. I will try to fulfill it as soon as I can.”
stars shining in the sky and Mars
traveling around the sun fast and silently,
you would spontaneously transform
yourself into a star and put yourself into
the universe.
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The Clifton Carriage
House
By Patrick Borders
By the time this issue of the
Chronicle goes to press, the Clifton
School south building will be long gone.
The demolition crew has been hard at work
to clear the site for construction of a new
school building. I was driving by the day
they started. I stopped and watched for a
while, and my reaction was a great big
yawn. This surprised me–I attended
Clifton Elementary and spent K through
third grade in that building. For most of
that time my family lived on Wood
Avenue, two houses from the school yard.
I have great memories from grade school
that get better with time.
Mrs. Holtzmann, Miss Rhodes, Miss
Meyers, and Ms. Altman were my teachers. If I close my eyes I can see their faces.
Miss Myers was the tallest woman I had
ever met and when I think of her I still look
up. I keep in touch with the kids I went to
school with–some of us still live in the
neighborhood. My kids go to school with
their kids. I don’t remember exactly (sorry,
Helen) but I am sure that I met my wife in
that building. I think that the building was
so bland and boring we never really
became attached to it.
I did become attached to the Carriage
House. It is still one of my favorite
“homes” in Clifton. It was always boarded
up and had a great sense of mystery to the
kids on Wood Ave. We were convinced it
was haunted by horses. The day I learned
to ride a two-wheeler my Dad forgot to
show me how to use the brakes. I ran head
on in to the Carriage House. I think there is
still a tire mark on the stone I hit–I know I
still have the knot on my head.
Fortunately, the Carriage House was
not part of the demolition. Early in the
discussions about building a new facility,
several of our neighbors voiced a desire
to preserve the 1906 Clifton School
building across the street and the Carriage
House. Cincinnati Public Schools sponsored a community engagement process.
Out of the meetings, and discussions in
the parking lot after meetings, the idea of
an arts center came to life. Several of our
neighbors came together and formed the
Clifton Cultural Arts Centre. I am very
fortunate–I was recruited to join the
founding board of the CCAC.
Last December the CCAC finalized
lease agreements with CPS for the Carriage

House and the 1906 Clifton
School building. Now we need
the input and help of the
neighborhood. The Carriage
House is Phase One of the
project–we will write about
plans for the 1906 Building in a
future issue of the Clifton
Chronicle. The building is in
pretty decent shape. It offers
great open space downstairs as
well as upstairs. We envision all
aspects of art being housed,
taught, displayed, and performed in the Carriage House.
The costs involved are
significant. It is estimated that
the Carriage House renovations
will cost close to $600,000.
We’ve started the quiet
campaign, raising some start-up
funds from our neighbors. We
even received a grant from the
Fine Arts Fund. Now we need
your help. Please contact me at
281-4000 to get involved in the CCAC.
This is a once in a lifetime opportunity to
give a great gift to Clifton!
One more thing–does anyone know
how that car parked on the second floor of
the Carriage House got there? Or, for that
matter, how we can get it down?

Be A Part of IT!
Call 281-4000
and join the CCAC

Editor’s Note: The two-storey stone
carriage house is all that remains of the
residence designed by master architect
Samuel Hannaford for Mr. Alexander
McDonald, an entrepreneur and lover of
the arts and education. In 1895 the
Cincinnati Times-Star wrote: “his
palatial home in Clifton is one of the
conspicuous attractions of Cincinnati’s
most beautiful suburb, and there [he is]
surrounded by his works of art, his books,
which he loves as a professor, and by his
family.”
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Marilyn’s Real
Kitchen
By Frederick Thomas
Cliftonites are proud of media personality and cookbook author Marilyn Harris.
We have heard her on radio (Saturdays
from 1 to 4, 550AM), seen her on TV and
maybe even sat in her classes, using
professional cooking equipment. But what
is her home kitchen like? With the brash
perspective of the least likely cook among
us, I set out to find out.
Marilyn’s smile, professional expertise
and constant banter are not just apparent
on air and onstage. They were evident
throughout the interview. Her kitchen is on
the second floor of a hundred-year old
Clifton home built by “Wild West” artist
John Hauser, with a 16-foot ceiling and
floor-to-ceiling windows with northern
exposure. Hauser’s art room is now a large
combination dining and living area at the
rear of which one enters the kitchen itself.
The kitchen was completely redesigned and enlarged ten years ago by Don
Beck to Marilyn’s specifications. It is
divided into a large dining area with
windows on three sides overlooking an
award-winning formal garden/herb garden,
and a work area where the cooking is
done. Marilyn’s concept was a kitchen
which could be cleaned by “hosing it
down,” or so she says with a smile.
Dividing the two sections of the room
is a white Gibraltar™ counter top, with
maple cabinets beneath, which also
surrounds the work area of the kitchen.
Terra-cotta floor tiles go perfectly with the
cabinetry. On the outer wall is a six-eye
Thermador™ gas range with cast iron top
and oven. The Italian Best™ range hood
has enough suction to keep the kitchen
fresh on a hot day, but don’t stand under
it with a toupee!
A center island houses a two-tub
Swiss Franke™ sink with water fountain

and elegant faucet, an ultra-quiet Swedish
ASKO™ dishwasher and additional
cabinet storage. The island creates an
efficient “cooking triangle” from range to
counter-top to sink, all reachable without
walking. A Thermador bread warmer
completes the cooking triangle, a nice
touch most home kitchens lack. The
arrangement supports conversation
between observers and cook.
The surrounding countertops contain
a German Vorwerk Thermomix™ roasterdicer (a new device which combines
blender, steamer, and cooker) Foodsaver™
shrink wrapper and GE microwave. The
drawers contain a full set of Global™
knives, pasta makers, pots, pans, silverware, dishes and towels. Marilyn’s
sponsors insure that a constant flow of
new equipment finds its way to her
kitchen. Outside, a Traeger™ pellet
smoker and Thermador™ gas grill provide
abundant outdoor smoking and grilling.
At the far end of the kitchen is an
enormous maple-clad SubZero™ refrigerator with its wonderfully accessible
shelves. Next to it a 3x8-foot
pantry adds still more
storage together with the
cabinets along the left wall
which contain dishes and
glasses. A 24-bottle wine
refrigerator completes the
inventory. As an engineer I
can understand this place.
Its workflow is optimal and
the equipment is the most
efficient available.

Marilyn and friends at work in the real kitchen.
Cliftonites Jim Edgy and Sandy Cohan flank
Marilyn while non-Cliftonite, but nice person
anyway, Christine Chronis selects ingredients.

Having a glass of wine afterwards,
epiphany occurred. I got it. Like, DUH!
The cooking triangle is a stage, the dining
area is the audience and Marilyn the star
performer. How like a guy to get the details
right but miss the main point! Consolation
came from me using her kitchen to make a
batch of sautéed farfalle with pink sauce,
black olives, mushrooms and Italian
sausage which (praise God) she liked!
(Don’t get the wrong idea. It’s all I make.)
Marilyn’s kitchen is a culinary Porsche™
or a Louisville Slugger™ bat—simply the
fastest way to get things done.

Milleped Humor
A lonely young man went in to a pet
shop in search of a companionable
creature to share his dull existence.
After rejecting a chihuahua and a
tarantula as too large for his teeny-tiny
Clifton apartment, he settled upon a
centipede.
That same evening, he decided to go
out to Arlin’s for a beer. He inquired of
his new pet whether she might like to
accompany him: “Would you like to go
out for a drink with me?” he said. No
answer. He sat and worried about the
silence. Half an hour later and then
again after another half an hour he
repeated the invitation. Nothing.
Silence. Fiinally, he picked up the box
with the centipede inside and shouted:
“Do you want to go down to the
corner with me for a beer!” Then he
heard a soft voice say: “I heard you the
first time. I’m putting on my shoes.”
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however melissa hit it on the head when
she states: "it is up to us, the residents
who cherish the area, We must find ways
to help!"
ep. thank you for your time and efforts,
In response to our front page story on the
difficulties faced by our local businesses,
we received this email from Paul “Paolo”
Salamone, businessman and president of
the Clifton Business and Profession
Association [Punctuation & Capitalization is Paolo’s]:.
“hello ep
happy holiday's...
i was surprised by the choice of articles
on the front page of the HOLIDAY ISSUE
of the chronicle?
i would have loved to have seen something more positive: like the success of the
clifton "street painting" honoring "kip and
crew" and perhaps the amusing back page
could have been moved to the front,
instead of the somewhat negative two
articles?
as sad as i am to see the book store go
and the fact that the business district is
under pressure from outside forces, it
would have been nice to highlight the
ongoing progress of let's say:
"the ludlow revitalization project" or the
development of the several new community committees including input from
various groups such as UC, GOOD SAM,
THE UPTOWN CONSORTIUM, to name a
few....
i would also like to point
out an error in the article
by melissa zimmer, as well
as compliment her closing
statement. there is still and
most likely will always be
ONE HOUR FREE
PARKING <provided by
participating merchants>
in the merchants lot, the
hourly rate after the FREE
1st hour has risen slightly
to offset the rising costs
CBPA has faced as of late!
many small business in
the clifton business
district work very hard on
a daily basis, as well as in
the other neighborhoods
in our GREAT CITY,

someone at the receiving end of this email
pass my message on to some appropriate
community activists? If someone sends me
some names and ideas, I’ll do what I can to
help. My email address:
leschard@yahoo.com.

"paolo" salamone
PROUD RESIDENT AND BUSINESS
OWNER OF THE CLIFTON GASLIGHT!
p.s. note: the cbpa < clifton business and
professional association > provides the
funds to keep the sidewalks and streets
of our great neighborhood "CLEAN AND
SAFE," more on the new "clifton clean and
safe fund" to follow!"
p.s.s BUSINESS IS GOOD!
We also received this message from Leslie
Chard:
“Like everyone in our community, I am
profoundly saddened by the closure of the
New World bookshop. In that regard, I
want to share the story of another
community and its independent bookstore.
The latest issue of The Hightower
Lowdown, a progressive newsletter,
contains a brief piece about Menlo Park,
California, and its 50-year-old familyowned bookstore, Kepler’s. In August,
Kepler’s announced that it was closing
because it could not compete with
Amazon, Barnes & Noble, and the like.
The newsletter goes on as follows: “But
the community would not let Kepler’s die.
Within a week, some 500 people rallied
outside the store to organize community
support. 17 locals put up $500,000 in new
capital, some 400 people (from grade
schoolers to senior citizens) volunteered
time, and, only six weeks after
closing, Kepler’s was reborn,
stronger than ever.”
“Isn’t that an inspiring
story? Wouldn’t it be great if
our community could do
something similar? Would

Here is another submission we received.
We were not sure exactly where to place
it, but we definitely want to share it. So,
here it is:

Neighbor to Neighbor
Let’s Be Friends
Everyone needs friends but it has come to
my attention in the past year many elderly
have no one. When you live 75-100 years
you lose many if not all of your friends in
nursing homes, illness and death.
When your friends are gone who can you
talk to?
Who can visit you?
Who can you visit?
In this day and age when people live
longer but develop memory loss because
there is no one to tell their life stories to
the elderly seem to fade into fantasy
worlds.
Neighbors think that because an elderly
person complains
Or draws into a shell that they are crazy.
They are not.
The reason might be because they’re
lonely, ill or afraid to get close to anyone
for fear that they might lose them too.
Do you want to experience life’s ultimate
high?
Take a few moments to talk to an elderly
person.
Then, when you leave them, leave with a
smile on your face!
That smile will go a long way.
—Sally B. Riffle
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On Life: An Essay

I’ve decided to debunk the myths
associated with a lovely wine that has not
been given it’s due in the recent past due
to the popular White Zinfandels and
White Merlots. The true Rosé.
First, let’s talk about the differences.
The White Zinfandels—well, white labels
of any perfectly nice red wines—are a
watery, thin version of their red
counterparts. They lack what any good
wine should have. Taste.
A true Rosé is a red that is only allowed
a short period of time for the skins to
intermingle with the juice. The amount of
time the skin and the juice are in contact
will determine the depth of color and
tannins. This short period of time allows
the taste of a good grape, in a less fullbodied form, to form instead of a watereddown version of a good grape. Rarely are
Rosés stored in oak, so what comes forth
is a softer version of a red wine with a
clear, clean flavor that is a wonderful
match for many foods. It should be served
chilled, yet not over chilled, and is a
wonderful wine to enjoy year round, but
particularly on a hot summer day for the
wine drinker who enjoys reds, but may
want a more calm version in hot weather.
When choosing a Rosé look for a fresh,
fruity, well-balanced wine. Rosé’s tend to
be affordable, so what’s not to like about
that?
Some will call a mix of white and red a
Rosé, when indeed it is not. Rosé’s come
from France, Portugal, Canada, Spain, and
the US. Treat yourself to a true Rosé, and
as I always suggest, stop in to see your
local wine shop experts, and ask for their
suggestions for a good Rosé. There is
nothing uncool about a real Rosé!
As always be safe, enjoy, and Cheers!
—Mindy

By Ting Lu
When I was little, I dreamed that one
day, I can go to the U.S. My entire mind
was filled with visiting modern cities like
New York and Chicago, eating delicious
food and meeting with famous superstars.
In order to fulfill my dream, I studied hard
and applied to graduate schools in the
U.S. I was very lucky to get accepted as
graduate student in the U.S. In the
meantime, I feel so excited that I can fulfill
my dreams. I started to travel to a lot of
beautiful cities. Indeed, I was so excited
about seeing the Pacific Ocean at San
Francisco: it was such a beautiful and
passionate experience. I was so proud to
walk on the Hollywood Walk of Fame; I
was so happy to visit the French Quarter
and listen to the Jazz; Liberty and the
Lincoln memorial impressed me so much.
But after the excitement at the very
beginning in the U.S.faded, I felt lonely
and homesick. Most of my normal life in
school is very simple. There is not much
exciting everyday. I am working and
studying, cooking and sleeping, just like
other students. Occasionally, I shared
with my friends about my feelings,
happiness and sadness. As time went by,
I learned that happiness comes from our
selves and is not dependent on other
people or the environment.

This barber chair truly has
that Jazz Age look. And no
wonder! It’s 81 years old,
and one of three still in use at
the 87-year old local barber
shop. Daniel Carson, barber
for 28 years, is only the the
third owner of one of the
longest running, continual
businesses on Ludlow. (Dora
Schield)

Gradually, I began to realize what the
real life is. The real life is simple; it is pure.
The real life is when you can be with your
friends together, sharing the happiness
and sadness together, watching movies,
baking cookies and playing golf.
Therefore, the happiness of life is not
only that you visited some fantastic
places. It is more meaningful when you
spend time with the person you love
together. No matter where you live, China
or the U.S., life should be enjoyed.
Happiness is to have a dream and strive
for that dream, to smell the roses in the
morning, to love and be loved, to believe
in yourself and have someone else believe
in you, to give to others. In the end, I
would like to wish all my friends are
happy and enjoy life.
We welcome this graduate student in
Environmental Engineering to our
Chronicle group. Ting Lu, born in Shanxi
Province, China, started learning
English in middle school. In 2004 she
received her B.S. in environmental
engineering at Shandong University.
From June through August of 2004, she
was in residence at Stanford University
through a Stanford-Singapore joint
partnership summer program. Her
studies are aimed toward providing more
efficient operation for sewage treatment
processes. After graduation, she’d like to
find a job here, gaining experience in
waste water treatment processes.

Did you know . . . ?

or care?

Women blink nearly twice as much as men.
Your stomach has to produce a new layer of mucus every two
weeks; otherwise it will digest itself.
If you are an average American, in your whole life, you will spend
an average of 6 months waiting at red lights.
In the last 4,000 years, no new animals have been domesticated.
Cats have over one hundred vocal sounds. Dogs only have about ten.
Babies are born without kneecaps. They don’t appear until the
child reaches 2 to 6 years of age.
A crocodile cannot stick out its tongue.
A dragonfly has a life span of 24 hours.
A goldfish has a memory span of three seconds.
A cat has 32 muscles in each ear.
An ostrich’s eye is bigger than its brain.
There are more chickens than people in the world.
Butterflies taste with their feet.
Our eyes are always the same size from birth, but our nose and ears never
stop growing.
AND ... It’s impossible to sneeze with your eyes open.
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Ludlow

You can find the last two issues
of The Clifton Chronicle
on the web.
Look for it and much more at
cliftoncommunity.org

Fort, Family and Avenue
By Frederick Thomas
Most Cliftonites are aware that Ludlow
Avenue was named for surveyor Israel
Ludlow, whose family settled in and
around Cincinnati, and is well represented
in Spring Grove Cemetery and in local
phone books. But there is far more to it
than that.
“Ludlow” was first a Saxon fort on the
“March” or border of Wales. When the
Saxons consolidated their hold over
England around 900, the Welsh gathered
in the west and fortified their borders. The
fortress defending Wales was Llystwysoc or “Prince Fort.” Lud-Loewe or
“Lion Wharf” was the Saxon fort east of
the rivers, later shortened to “Ludlow.”
The Normans conquered the Saxons in
1066 but were stumped by the freedomloving Welsh. Despite their small
numbers, the Welsh possessed the
“ultimate weapon” of the day—a longbow
so powerful it could fell an armored knight
at 200 paces. This weapon and rugged
terrain were used by the greatest of Welsh
leaders Llewellyn ap Gryffydd to keep at
bay the greatest soldier of the time,
Edward Plantagenet. This changed one
fateful night in December 1288: Llewellyn,
alone and unarmed, was surprised and
killed by Norman knights who had
managed to ford the icy flooded streams
around Ludlow.
Edward commanded that his new
subjects take family names to facilitate
taxation. Place names such as “Ludlow”
were common surnames. Over the course
of time the Ludlows attained high status
until 1660 when they were forced to flee
England. They had supported Cromwell
during the Civil War but Charles II had
now regained the throne. Sir Edmund
Ludlow, Israel’s ancestor, sat in judgment
of and condemned Charles I, and had also
been named governor of Ireland by
Cromwell. It was time to leave.
Most fled to New Jersey where 140
years later Israel Ludlow agreed to survey
the Symmes Purchase including “one
million acres between the greater and
lesser Miami Rivers in the Ohio Territory.”
Israel named Cincinnati after the
Revolutionary War veteran “Society of
the Cincinnati” to which his father
Cornelius belonged. His survey report

This commemorative stone was placed in
Spring Grove Cemetery

was accepted by Treasury Secretary
Alexander Hamilton, for whom Ludlow
named Hamilton. Dayton was named for
the commander of Israel’s military escort.
Israel Ludlow was noted for his
cooperative relations with the Indians, not
always the norm in those days. He
completed a large part of his surveys
without military escort, and surveyed the
long Indian trace which became Ludlow
Avenue. As we walk along Clifton’s main
commercial thoroughfare we may consider
the events which led the Ludlows to our
area. There may be no one who has had a
greater impact upon the development of
our region than Israel Ludlow.
Pictured: Symmes Purchase plat map by
Israel Ludlow. The land between the
Miami rivers is the original survey area.
Ludlow surveyed the rest in a later
project.

Robert C. Hanke
Professional Painter
513-PAINTER
(=961-1600)

859-384-8400
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New Places, New Faces & Just Plain News
Walking into the Post Office off
Ludlow is another reminder of why living
in Clifton is so wonderful. The office is
small but very efficient. All supplies are
neatly arranged by the doors. And if for
any reason
one did not
find what
they needed,
Roxanne is
happy to
help.
Roxanne
Maier is the
new Lead
Sales and
Service
Associate for
the Clifton
branch of the Post Office. She has
replaced Bob, the former post master, who
retired. After many years of service Bob is
now traveling and enjoying the spoils of
his years of hard work.
Roxanne has been with the United
States Post Office for 30 years. She started
her career in the Post Office Plant where
she worked nights for 17 years, waiting for
the opportunity to move to a day job at
one of the branches. While in the plant
she worked the sorting machines. When
her chance came up she was promoted to a
window clerk, where she worked for 12
years until her recent promotion as our
new “post mistress.”
If you get the opportunity to stop in,
please do. You will be welcomed by a
smiling face and warm, welcoming attitude.
The locals are around daily and stop in for
a quick hello or a long conversation.
During my short stay in the P.O., I had the
pleasure to meet a gentleman who stops in
once a day to say hello. He told me that on
that day 136 years ago, his grandmother
was born in Russia. Next, a beautiful
young woman came in and we all took our
hair down and compared lengths. Roxanne
does a fantastic job of maintaining the
small-town feel that we all love right in the
heart of this big city. (Story and photo by
Melissa Zimmer)

k
Entrepreneurs can be a diverse lot in
Clifton, particularly Patricia Jackson,
owner of “Sister Act,” a “Multicultural
Hair, Coloring, and Nail Salon” in the

middle Forum center complex, ably staffed
by Patricia, Robin Ellington and Ashley
Thomas.
Patricia has been a hair stylist for 30
years and has never worked for anyone
but herself. She is a calm, pretty, wellspoken woman who seems to follow the
German work ethic. Patricia has taken
numerous professional and entrepreneurial
courses, put a son through Cincinnati
State and helped set up another in his real
estate management firm. Clearly both
young men take after their mom. Patricia
attributes her drive to strong religious
faith. Her husband Alex supports her
efforts by maintaining salon equipment
and
bringing
doughnuts.
Patricia is
Alex’
greatest
fan; thus
love gets
down to
business in
Clifton.
Patricia
intends first
and
foremost to
make her
customers
comfortable. Earth tones and soft music
predominate in the salon, equipment is
attractive and high quality, and small
services such as foot basins make the new
customer feel welcome. Patricia, Robin and
Ashley complete the mood with warm
friendliness. The term “multicultural” is
inclusive, not exclusive. The clientele
covers a lot of ground: students, business
people, old and young.
On one’s left upon entry is a shampoo
room, and a nail room, with a waiting area
on the right. One walks into a central room
with three styling chairs. On the left
another large room houses a nail salon: a
comfy place to enjoy the luxuries of life.
Patricia and “Sister Act” will surely
succeed in Clifton, by putting customers
first. (Frederick Thomas)

W

We say
farewell.

Some relationships are just too painful
to break. Most Cliftonites have had
decades of one-on-one relationships with
the likes of schnecken, butter bits, gems,
double butter coffee cake, apple cake, fruit
cake, OH MY! Then recall those who
served them to you—Charlotte, Marian,
Eula, Gert, Myrtle, and Hattie, to name a
few.
Saying farewell to the Virginia Bakery
and to four generations of the Thie family
is no easy task. But the current Thies,
Moe and Tom, have had to call it quits
after Tom fell from a ladder and is challenged by a very long and slow road to
recovery. The Thies met as teenagers at
the bakery, but have now been married for
15 years and have one 10 year old daughter, Carly, with no interest in the bakery
business.
As newlyweds Tom and Moe worked
alongside his parents, Cindy and Howard,
and Moe apprenticed with her mother-inlaw learning to create the decorative and
popular 10-tiered wedding cakes in four
styles. Moe remembers that two-year
training as “tough,” but also ironically
recalls her own early childhood on Bryant
Avenue passing by the store front and
thinking, “Someday I’m going to own that
bakery.”
As the business took its twists and
turns, the Thies decided to close the retail
end and specialize in Moe’s wedding cake
creations. That era has now ended too and
Moe currently teaches at Cincinnati
State’s fine culinary school. But if you are
planning a wedding and still must have
one of those gorgeous cakes, Moe can be
reached at the Midwest Culinery Institute
at Maureen.Thie@CincinnatiState.com.
Cliftonites will miss the Virginia Bakery
and, yes, even the fact that absolutely no
one ever knew when the bread would
actually come out. And the Thies will miss
Clifton. Moe relates, “Clifton is a large
extended family and I knew the cast of
characters and exactly what they wanted
on each day of the week.” And Cliftonites
wish the Thies the very best for their
future, minus, of course, the tantalizing
smell of butter bits wafting through the air!
Stay tuned as we welcome Servati’s
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Bakery as our new neighbors in the
Virginia Bakery space. Look for a warm
welcome for Servati’s in the next issue of
the Chronicle. (Sandy Cohan)

G
Christie
ReinshagenWallace, owner
of the mustard
seed, poses
with one of her
“models” at the
entrance of
Ludlow Garage,
where the
popular
consignment
boutique recently celebrated its first
anniversary, thanks to Christie’s eye for
fashion. (Dora Schield)

Being unaccustomed to the world of nail
salons, I was pleasantly surprised to enter
“University Nails” at 3307 Clifton, next to
Widmers. Spa is the word. Five leather
pedicure chairs have massage and foot
vibration. The décor is classy gold and
persimmon, with modern art, standing
bowl basin, manicure and polish stands.
Everything looks modern and comforting.
Alex the manager greets us with a smile.
How did this come about? In 1975,
South Vietnam fell to an assault by the
North, followed by deprivation and
repression. Alex’ family secretly fled to
Thailand then America. Alex’ father jumped
the boat at the last minute to stay with his
fiancée, thus Alex was conceived. His
family applied for immigration and arrived
here in 1995, with hardly a word of English.
After graduation from NKU, Alex started
his first nail business in Hyde Park. Alex’

associates Ginny and Kevin have similar
stories.
I stepped into a world of luxury; my
feet became new again. Ginny was a
professor of literature. To my delight she is
a fan of Ho Xuan Huang, the world’s
sexiest poetess. Ginny relates a story
about Ho and a male poet trading ad lib
stanzas while she bathed herself with a
dipper, and he watched her through his
fingers. I laughed so hard I forgot about
the manicure. At the end of this process I
was as limp as a dishrag. Men, out there,
listen! Don’t believe what they say! This
stuff is great!
Alex does something unique, offering
pedicure parties for weddings and other
groups who bring food and wine to extend
their enjoyment. This new business will
surely be successful in Clifton. (Frederick
Thomas)

And Now For The NEWS!
We Kne
w Him W hen Depar
tment ...
Knew
Department
Clifton artist (and Chronicle collaborator) Richard Luschek has a painting in the
current show at the Cincinnati Art Museum; it will end up going into the
permanent collection. Richard had hoped
for such an honor by the time he was 50,
so he beats his own ambition by a few
years. The museum assembled a group of
local artists and asked them to produce
tiny portraits of a Cincinnatian. The results
are currently on view in the special
exhibition hallway on the ground floor just
inside the Dewitt entrance. Mr. Luschek, in
his usual oblique manner, opted to paint a
portrait of a portrait painter, in this case his
good friend Carl Samson: it is a 3.5” x 5”
oil. The show, termed “Portrait Miniatures—Cincy Style,” complements an
exhibit of portrait miniatures. For more
information, visit
www.cincinnatiartmuseum.org/greatart/
exhibitions_perfectlike.shtml (Etaoin
Shrdlu)

from the 333-page book will to charities
such as the Red Cross, Americares and the
Salvation Army. “I’m proud to be one of
the Ohio writers chosen,” said Mr. Wong.
“I’m honored to be part of this project. I’m
amazed by the talent and passion that has
gone into making this anthology.” Mr.
Wong’s essay, “The Truths About Rains
and Floods,” tells
of the spiritual
strength and
personal revelations that
overcame a
regional flood in
2004.

C
In the last issue
of the Chronicle
we introduced
Cecil Albright,
new pastor of the
Immanuel
Presbyterian
Church, and
reported his hope
of creating a
skateboard park
that would
provide a healthy
recreational environment for young folk in
Clifton. We decided to follow up, so
contacted Pastor Albright for a progress
report. No surprise to hear that interest is
shared by his congregation (particularly
among those who nurture flower beds),
and the idea is now taking hold in the
community, at large.

Q
Clifton writer
Raymond K. Wong
has a featured piece
in the anthology
Stories of Strength,
that will benefit
diaster relief
charities. The book
was to be released
last fall. All proceeds

In Clifton, everyone reads
the Chronicle
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Unity House World Peace
Center Loving Clifton
By Diana Brewer

Five staff members of the Clifton
Senior Center have recently been certified
by the Ohio Association of Senior Centers.
This certification verifies professional
experience and ongoing training of staff.
Robin Senser was certified as an Administrator of Aging Services. Robin is the
assistant director of the Center, and has
worked here since 1995. She also coordinates the transportation program and is
the financial manager. Barb Eppich is
certified as Professional of Aging Services
(PAS). Barb is the social services coordinator and is in charge of the homedelivered meal program. She has worked at
Clifton Senior Center for nine years. Also
certified as a PAS is Vimala Devi, the
administrative assistant and the congregate meals coordinator at the Center,
where she has worked since 1998. Candice
Richardson also is certified as a PAS. She
is in her third year at the Center and she
coordinates activities for the seniors as
well as assists with publicity and
fundraising. Nicole Gilreath was certified
as a Senior Center Program Planner. Nicole,
the outreach worker, has worked at the
Center for over a year and has many
responsibilities including social services,
home delivered meals, and grant writing.
The Clifton Senior Center Board of
Trustees, staff and participants congratulate these outstanding employees.
The Clifton Senior Center Book Group
would like to invite new members to join!
The participants choose a mutually
interesting book title and get together
once a month to share their views on what
they have read. Their commentaries are
always informative and lead to stimulating
discussion. The Center provides the
books and tries to offer a choice of large
print as well as taped and CD versions as
they are available from the library. If you
are a reader who would enjoy sharing your
views in a social setting with other reading
enthusiasts, please contact Nita Briggs at
the Center, 861-6934. We would love to
have you!
Clifton Senior Center is proud to
announce that three of our married couple
volunteer teams have been selected to join
Ohio’s First Lady, Hope Taft, at the Joined
Hearts in Giving reception at the
Governor’s residence. Our couples were
selected in a state-wide canvass of
couples married over 50 years who have
contributed significant and long-term
service to their community. We can all find
inspiration and take great pride in these
“golden” couples.

The Membranes of Civility
We are not without weapons.
We are not without release.
Unfolded against the membranes of civility
The fragile remainder...
The small scintilla of structure still stands.
We have ample evidence
We have the facts, both morose and mundane
A patchwork…a tattersall…a hodgepodge of
excuses
Amongst the towering piles of “we forgot”
We have roadway signs marked “detour”
Bridges to the future— “washed-out ahead”
Well worn sidepaths into the misery of least
resistance.
We are not without weapons.
We are not deficient.
We hold words above our heads as trophies, as
threats…
While asking to be believed or trusted.
We beg to be loved as we are feared.
Alone we fight the snickers of the
International dark
Made with giggles— by the same people
grown fat from eating our cake
Those who joy in throwing our thick icing on
the floor.
Still the while we pretend that cola wars and
perfume sales will suffice
That counseling will solve the convoluted
riddles
Cure our ills and keep our wounds from
further festering.
We have not remaining secrets
Our ears can still hear the ringing
Our lunging plunges cannot drown all that we
are
Nor smother the irony… we remain transfixed
with what we have become
But, “we are not helpless, we are human”
We cannot ignore the truth or our
responsibility
In an age when the security of knowing
Eclipses the strain of reason
Leaving us destined to forever beg the
question.
We are not without weapons, we are not
without release
Unfolding against the membranes.

David P. Little—September 24, 1993
The Fulton Café, Cleveland, Ohio

Unity House World Peace Center (an allvolunteer, non-profit, social service
organization) moved to its new home in the
Clifton United Methodist Church (CUMC) in
October 2004. “We arrived at CUMC not sure
what to expect,” said Dianna Brewer, one of
the co-founders. “The year here has been
indescribably better than expected.” Brewer
loves the neighborhood so much that she
moved her family to Clifton ten months later.
“When the business community found out we
were communities serving their neighbors, a
great willingness to contribute resulted,” said
Brewer.
Pastor Jerry Hill, the former lead minister,
shared with the Unity House director the
church’s determination to be an inclusive
ministry. This fit perfectly with Unity
House’s goal of including ALL people that
have a need of their services.
The Unity House mission statement is to
“support families and communities; promote
justice, democracy and genuine inclusion by
building bridges across human differences.”
In pursuit of these ideals, Unity House serves
the underprivileged or the working poor as
well as those that need general assistance or
attention. It offers a weekly “Free Bread
Ministry,” a “Mobile Kitchen” for the
homeless, a senior citizen program to give
Medicaid/Medicare information and a senior
appreciation cookout. Unity House holds
workshops for violence prevention,
community empowerment and leadership
forums. Lavender Santa Christmas and the
Global Minded Kids Summer program are two
of its biggest annual events.
Global Minded Kids reading and math
program begins June 12 for grades K-8. (We
hope to add art and music.) The quarterly
“Over the Rhine” food and necessities
giveaway dates are June 4, August 5 and
October 21. Fundraising and planning for the
Turkey Express, Christmas Food Baskets and
Lavender Santa begins Saturday March 11.
Volunteers are always welcome. A volunteer
training class is held once a month for those
looking to pass out food, tutor a child or
collect canned foods. If you have grant
writing, office, fundraising, marketing or
executive skills, you are needed at Unity
House! The Web site is unityhousewpc.com
or e-mail unity_h@yahoo.com. Financial
donations are also welcome as the organization
runs completely on private funds. “A
thousand small donations can do one big job,”
said Brewer. “We’re neighbors helping
neighbors, families helping families.” You can
always reach us at 681-4556.
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By Melanie DelGado
Mike Buncher and Marta Donohue have
been Clifton residents for six years. They
live in a beautiful condo decorated with
art from their travels. Both are committed
to the children in their lives, their three
adult children, their two grandchildren
and the students and children whose lives
they touch as part of their jobs. They
have been married for 25 years. Together
they enjoy traveling, yoga and biking,
especially in Spring Grove Cemetery
which is a great workout because of the
hills.
Marta is a Montessori teacher and has
taught at Children’s Place Montessori and
North Avondale Montessori. Currently
she is the program coordinator for Clark
Montessori. She was part of the vision
team of parents, teachers and staff for the
creation of Clark Montessori where she
continues to play a key role. She is very
excited and animated when she speaks of
Clark and its unique curriculum from the
intersession trips to the music programs,
and especially of the students
themselves. She obviously loves her job
and the mission of Clark Montessori with
its unique program. She, sometimes

accompanied by her
husband, leads
students on the
intersession trips,
designed to open the
students’ eyes to the
real world, to places
like Morocco, rural
Kentucky, Andros
Island, the western
United States and the
Appalachian Trail.
Mike holds a
master’s degree in
hospital
administration and is
the Senior Business
Director for
Emergency Services
at Children’s Hospital. He is part of the
leadership team in the emergency room
(ER). Mike grew up in St. Louis and
during family trips to the Ozark
Mountains he learned how to fly fish,
which has remained one of his hobbies.
He is also very active in his
grandchildren’s lives, taking them to
violin lessons and coaching a soccer
team. He enjoys visiting his daughter in
Asheville, NC. His commitment to family
and the balance of work and family is
amazing. It is exciting to listen to Mike
discussing his many and diverse
interests, plans and goals! One example is
his vision of a ”green community” here in

YOU’D
NEVER
KNOW

Photo Sandy Cohan

Clifton, where Mike and Marta have a
stake in the neighborhood.
Mike and Marta touch the lives of many
children in the city of Cincinnati. They are
an inspired couple that has found the
balance among work, family, married life,
individual pursuits and leisure time. They
work and play hard and they look for the
maximum possibility in all things. We are
fortunate to have them in Clifton.

Interested in advertising in the
Clifton Chronicle?
Email Janet Ross c/o
cliftonnews@cinci.rr.com

she had heart surgery
2 weeks ago.

Thanks to Good Samaritan’s innovative robotic surgery, Lynn Demi’s open-heart surgery required just four tiny incisions.
So before she knew it, she was back in the swing of things.

Good Sam. Great Medicine.
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