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Ludlow
Construction to
Start in the
Spring

Construction of the long-awaited
Ludlow Revitalization Project is expected
to start in Spring 2008. The project will
consist of new sidewalks and curbs, more
and brighter gas lamps, new street
furniture, replacement of dead or diseased
trees, a new gathering space on Telford
Avenue, and a new plaza on the site of the
former Bender Optical. The project will
extend from Whitfield to Clifton Avenue
on the south side of Ludlow and from
Middleton past the fountain on the north
side of Ludlow.
The project is a joint venture of
Clifton Town Meeting and the Clifton
Business & Professional Association.
Funding for the project ($1.8 million) has
been provided by the City of Cincinnati.
Art will be incorporated into its design so
that it will reflect Clifton’s unique identity
(see related story on this page).
To minimize disruption, work will be
permitted in only one block at a time.
Access to all stores and businesses will be
maintained at all times. To accomplish this,
the sidewalks will be constructed one half
at a time (with the dividing line running
down the middle of the sidewalk) so that
pedestrians can continue to use the half
that is not under construction.
The new gathering space on Telford
Avenue near Ludlow will be created by
expanding the sidewalk on each side of the
street, thereby removing some on-street
parking spaces. Telford will continue to
accommodate one-way traffic northbound.
The expanded sidewalks will provide
space for benches and a new, expanded
kiosk.
Demolition to clear the building that
formerly housed Bender Optical should
have been completed by press time. This

Artist’s rendering showing the new kiosk and gathering space on the east side of Telford at Ludlow.

space will serve as a staging area during
the construction of the new sidewalks and
will receive its own new surfaces in the
final stage of the project. The design of
the new plaza is still in progress, but it will
likely be simple yet utilitarian due to
budget constraints. The plaza was not a
part of the original project, but was added
last year when funds were conserved in
other parts of the project. The plaza will
provide improved access and visibility for
the Merchants’ Parking Lot as well as a
space for community events. The basic
treatment the plaza will receive through
this project can be expanded and refined in
future years.

Ludlow Project
to Include Art

Public art will be a major design
element in the revitalized Ludlow business
district, which will undergo construction
beginning in Spring 2008 (see main story
on page 1). The art will be designed by
local artists and will be featured in key
locations to ensure the business district
reflects Clifton’s unique character.
Several key locations in the business
district—areas in front of the Esquire, the
Library, the Ludlow Garage, Keller’s IGA,
Continued on page 3

Examples of art in the special treatment areas. These are examples only. The actual designs will be
created by local artists in a competition.
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Corrections:
Rue de la Paix
Estates built in
1967. Healthy
Foodie Recipe
character/fraction
translations:
Sandy Cohan and
Frederick Thomas will
resume editorship in the
spring. Many thanks to
my neighbors, Lori,
Fred, Paul and Margaret
for their critical IT help.

From left to right: Augusta Enns, Anna Donnelly, David Donnelly, Sophia Wong

Clifton Children add sparkle to
Cincinnati Ballets’ Nutcracker

Sugar Plum Fairies, soldiers, rabbits, baby mice and playing dress up, what more
could a child ask for? The children pictured here get that and more as the Cincinnati
Ballet gets ready to kick off its 2007 season of the “Nutcracker”. These children have
been hard at work since their audition in Sept. putting the extra sparkle to this year’s
production. Along with their regular dance and academic studies, the children rehearse
every weekend for the “Nutcracker”. Altogether there are 86 children from Southern
Ohio and Northern KY in this year’s cast. The performances begin Dec. 19th, 2007 at the
Aronoff. For ticketing information go to www.cincinnatiballet.com, Cincinnati Ballet box
office 513-621-5282 or the Aronoff box office 513-621-2787.
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Clifton Cultural
Arts Center
Update
By Ramona Toussaint

"Clifton surpasses all the other
suburbs in the number and elegance of its
residences and the beauty of its streets.
Its citizens and municipality take pride in
working for its welfare and improvement.
"From "The Picturesque Ohio, A Historical
Monograph" C.M. Clark, 1887
In 1887, the year this monograph was
written, Henry Probasco, a Clifton resident
and a former mayor of Cincinnati, donated
the Probasco Fountain to the people of
Clifton. Over a century later, the water from
the Probasco fountain still flows, and our
community has flourished into a wellspring of innovative thinkers, creators and
doers. We believe that creativity, like
water, is essential for us to grow, and that
art, like a seed well planted, can last for
generations. It seems only natural that in
this environment, a proactive, dedicated
group of citizens sprang up in response to
the pending vacancy of the historic Clifton
School and imminent demolition of the
Alexander McDonald Carriage House,
proposing instead to renovate the
buildings to create a non-profit arts
education center – the Clifton Cultural
Arts Center (CCAC). These two CCAC
buildings, along with the adjacent recreation center and the new Fairview School
building, will create a 9-acre civic hub
offering a cornucopia of educational,
recreational and artistic opportunities.
The transformation of the stone
McDonald Carriage House from a 4400
square foot maintenance storage facility to
an intimate setting for arts performances,
exhibits and classes is targeted to begin in
early 2008, contingent upon successful
fundraising of the estimated $700,000 cost.
Through its fundraising efforts CCAC has
already generated over $400,000 in cash,
pledges and in-kind donations for Architectural/Engineering fees, renovation work
and operational expenses. With its unique
positioning, resources and partnerships,
CCAC can make a lasting impact, both on
individual lives and on the quality of life in
Uptown.
The thirst for arts programming in
Clifton is so great that creative writing
classes have begun prior to Carriage

Annual Lantern Walk Established
as Premire Clifton Event

Many thanks to Lantern Walk volunteers. Jeff Amend, Warren High, Matt and
Jackson Chabot, Monica Seiter and Ian and Rebecca Goodall for setting up the luminaries. Pat Olding for picking up the street barriers and Jack Brand for returning them. Chris
Morsch and Stephanie Ramsey for supplying the great food. Sargent David Damico
graciously led the parade with Officer Bob, the horse. Many thanks to Annunciation
Parish for the staging venue. An extra special thanks to Conni Matzkofz, the organizer of
the event, sponsored by CTM. Photo by Gary Eby.

Ludlow Project to
Include Art cont.
House renovations. The Clifton Senior
Center provides an interim venue for the
instantly successful Memoirs for Beginners class. Brutopia, the newest coffee
shop on Ludlow Avenue, will serve as an
interim off-site location for the upcoming
teen writing group, A Voice of One's Own,
which is scheduled to begin this January.
CCAC aspires to be a regional model
of urban revitalization through arts
participation. Follow in the progressive
tradition of Clifton's early citizens by
making a gift to CCAC that will uplift and
sustain our vibrant community for
generations to come. Donations can be
made online at www.cliftonculturalarts.org
or by mailing a check to the Clifton
Cultural Arts Center, P.O. Box 20041,
Cincinnati, Ohio 45220.
Editors Note:
Ramona Toussaint, a development
and marketing professional, is a College
Hill resident. As a performer and lover of
the arts, she currently serves on the
CCAC grant writing committee and
participates in other CCAC volunteer
activities.

and others—were identified to receive the
special treatment. The exact treatment will
be determined by a competition among
local artists and might, for example, reflect
the character of the focal points (e.g., a
movie theme near the Esquire, a book
theme near the Library, etc).
To avoid competing with the artwork,
sidewalks between the key locations will
be more neutral in design. They will be
constructed from concrete using a
decorative scoring pattern. Most of the
business district will receive a scoring
pattern reminiscent of the work of Dutch
painter Piet Mondrian. The scoring pattern
in areas adjacent to the intersection of
Clifton and Ludlow avenues will seem to
radiate from and complement the existing
fountain. The cost savings achieved by
using scored concrete throughout most of
the project will pay for artwork in the
special treatment areas.
Installation of the artworks will occur
after the construction of the new sidewalks has been completed. As a result, the
project area may look a bit bare until the
artwork is completed. Construction on the
project is scheduled to begin next spring.
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Fill Out the
Clifton Main
Street Survey &
then Volunteer
By Jon Cramer
Hey neighbor, we’ve got questions!
The next time you bump into a
neighbor on Ludlow Avenue, they might
have some questions for you! Main
Street’s Economic Restructuring committee
has created a survey to be conducted via
street interviews, online, and by mail. In
fact, you’ll find the survey in the center of
this issue of the Chronicle.
Please take the time to complete the
survey on pages 13 & 14 and return it to:
325-1/2 Ludlow Ave, Cincinnati, OH 45220.
Or, you can go to www.ludlowavenue.com/
survey to take it online.
So, tell us your impressions of
Ludlow—what makes it special and what
could make it even better? Your input will
help us improve the district and will be
shared with business owners so that they
can better understand the marketplace. We
really appreciate your insight. Thanks.
New Logo for Ludlow
The Clifton Gaslight Main Street
Association has developed a new brand
for our Ludlow business district. With
input from several volunteers, Lipson
Alport Glass and Associates created a
strong and distinctive logo that reflects
some of the best characteristics of Ludlow.
The image is a stylized lotus flower, drawn
from the statue in the fountain and also
suggests a gaslight flame. So what does it
say about the business district? I think it
shows that Ludlow Avenue is eclectic and
diverse, a place with energy and vibrancy,
where people and things come together in
unexpected ways. Or, more simply, unlike
any place in town!
The logo is the centerpiece of our
developing promotion strategy. It will
appear on signs, window stickers, ads,
our website, and promotional materials.
Funding for brand development came from
a City of Cincinnati Neighborhood
Business District support grant, with
services partially donated by LAGA.
Want to Help?
I’ve told you about a few projects
we’re working on, but there’s plenty more
to do. Are you interested in helping
develop design guidelines or gathering

StreetScapes 2007 was a huge success. Hundreds of children made their own street drawings. A
car was painted like Van Gogh’s Starry Night.

regional retail sales data? Perhaps you
could help conduct an on-going parking or
consumer survey, or get your hands dirty
with seasonal plantings. Feeling creative?
How about making ads and promotional
materials for the district? We could also
use a hand planning special events and

retail promotions, or writing grants for
special projects. I’m especially interested
in graphic designers and GIS experts, but
any help is truly appreciated. Send an
email to jon@ludlowavenue.com or call me
at 513-324-4232 to learn more.
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Greetings! After years of informing
the Clifton Community about Clifton Town
Meeting news, Betsy Black has decided to
pass the column on to a new writer. It so
happened, I decided to go to the library
that day, and now I am that new writer!
About Brad Thomas, your new Clifton
Town Meeting Reporter
I grew up in Cincinnati, went away to
college and returned to attend law school
at the University of Cincinnati. I moved to
Clifton in 2005, was elected Clifton Town
Meeting Trustee the next year and I’m
now on the CTM Safety Committee. I also
am the Chair of the Transportation
Committee for the Mayor’s Young
Professional Kitchen Cabinet and run the
website www.cincystreetcar.com, which
advocates a streetcar system to link Overthe-Rhine, Downtown and the Banks and
could be expanded to the University of
Cincinnati, the hospitals and Ludlow
Avenue. My hobbies include running
marathons and I hope to run my fourth
Flying Pig Marathon in the spring.
CTM Election News
The CTM elections, normally scheduled for November were pushed back one
month to December to allow more time for
public notification and to let any interested write-in candidates to declare their
intentions. Ten trustees are up for
elections this year for seven three-year
terms, two two-year terms, and one singleyear term. The CTM Nominating Committee selected ten candidates. They are

current CTM members Vice President
David Kieft, Jack Bourgoin, Mike Elovitz,
and Steve Slack. Plus, newcomers Ron
Becker, Steven Keller, Al McLaughlin, Bill
Fant, and Jan Toraason. The CTM looks
forward to the energy and ideas each new
trustee will bring to the organization!
CTM & The Cincinnati Police
Department Light Up Clifton!
The CTM Safety Committee and the
Cincinnati Police Department have been
going door to door in Clifton to distribute
compact fluorescent lights (CFLs) to
“Light up Clifton.” This campaign
distributes energy efficient light bulbs to
Clifton residents for their porches or light
poles. A 19 watt CFL provides the same
illumination as a 75 watt incandescent bulb
at a fraction of the energy usage and cost.
A Cliftonite with a CFL can keep the light
on all night for the same cost as running
an incandescent bulb for a few hours!
More light, lower costs and safer streets!
Better Presentations at CTM
Meetings
Thanks to a 90%/10% matching grant
from the Uptown Consortium, CTM has
purchased new audio/visual equipment for
clearer communication and more informative meetings.
As CTM Trustee Malcolm Montgomery explains, “The system consists of a
4000 lumen XGA data projector, 8’ wide
screen, and portable XGA document
camera. Whether you bring a presentation
on your laptop or print materials we can
show them to the group. The document
camera is like an opaque projector on
steroids: You just put what you want to
show under the camera and the image
shows up in color on the screen. There is
absolutely no preparation required. Thank
you all for your support in making this

New
Chronicle
Advertising
Manager
Wanted
Janet
Ross, our ad
manager, is
looking for a
replacement.
The non-paying
job requires
about 10 hours
work over two
weeks. The
manager generates an initial list of advertisers for
coming issue, based on existing
subscriptions, then informs the
business manager of new ads signed
up and any invoices requested. Just
before going to press, the ad mananger
reviews a draft issue to make sure all
planned ads are included and proper
size; watch for copy errors and then
resolve any issues raised by advertisers about their ads.
happen.
Next Meeting: You’re invited!
The next CTM meeting will be held
Monday December 3 at 7p.m. at the Clifton
Recreation Center, 320 McAlpin Ave.
Voting for the new trustees will begin at
7pm and the agenda will begin at 7:30 p.m.
I look forward to keeping Clifton informed
about how the Clifton Town Meeting is
working for all of us. Thank you!

Be a part of Clifton! Join Clifton Town Meeting Today!
Send a check or money order payable to CTM to: P.O. Box 20042, Cincinnati, OH 45220
Membership Categories

__Single (1 vote)................$14.00 __Household (2 votes) ..............$20.00
__Senior Citizen (1 vote)....$10.00 __Senior Household (2 votes)....$14.00
__Business (1 vote)............$40.00+
Name(s):_________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________
Phone:__________________Fax: ________________ E-mail: __________________________________
These data are used only for official communications from CTM.
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"Time flies when you're having fun"
and the clock hands have been spinning
merrily around at the Clifton Recreation
Center where fall has been anything but
boring.
Our two flag football teams are
currently competing in the citywide
tournament under the skilled leadership of
Coach Jim Moore. They are strong
contenders for the title but no matter what
the final standings determine, they are
always winners for their good sportsmanship and team spirit!
The Hilltoppers Senior Club has been
making up for travel time lost over the
summer when our van was in demand for
summer day camp. On October 11 the club
visited the Narrative Quilt Exhibit at the
Bond Hill Public Library. On the 18th they
made the trek out to the Cincinnati Nature
Center for a look at the fall foliage during
the shifting seasons. On the 25th they
checked in at the Senior Expo at Newporton-the-Levee for flu shots and health
information. The group also received a
visit from a nurse at the University of
Cincinnati for their input on a senior
health survey being conducted in the
communities of Clifton and Northside.
It's been a jam-packed season for the
Hilltoppers. Future plans include a
December 13 special season trip to the
Hamiltonian Hotel for a holiday dinner,
followed by an early evening viewing of
the holiday lights and decorations at the
Pyramid Hill Sculpture Park. There could
be a few extra seats left in the van for this
trip, so if you're interested, give Arnelle
Dow a call at 961-5681 to inquire. The
Hilltoppers meet most every Thursday at
10 am (except Thanksgiving) and they're
always on the lookout for new friends. So
if you're interested, give Arnelle a call or
just drop in. You'll find the group at the
first door on the right in the ground floor
hallway when you enter through the back
door. Use the big parking lot behind the
center at 320 McAlpin Ave. and join in on
the fun!
Twelve Clifton teens joined the citywide group of nearly 70 for a free rafting,
picnic and fishing outing at Morgan's
Campground on the Little Miami River, on
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Mosley leaps into Clifton Meadows main pool during the end of season “Doggie Dip.” Mosley is a
4 year old Golden Retriever. Her owners are Andrea and Matt Glassmeyer who live in Loveland.

October 13. This event was made possible
by the Hooked on Fishing Not on Drugs
program from the Ohio Department of
Natural Resources. Believe it or not, the
big hit of the afternoon was a badminton
game that was evidently so far out of
fashion, that it was new and exciting. Go
figure!
The Clifton Recreation Center will be
testing a new program in the game room
and called Family Fun Night Gym on
Wednesdays from 6:30-8 p.m. beginning
November 14 and ending December 19.
This is an opportunity for parents and
their progeny to shoot basketball, play
volleyball, wiffle ball, kick ball, etc. in a
friendly neighborhood setting. There will
be no charge or membership required
during these weeks and if things work out,
the program could be extended or continued. So if you'd like to bring the family
closer and have some great laughs and
exercise, give it a try. Better yet, invite
your neighbors to come too and make it a
block party of fun! The weather will be
turning brisk, so bring it inside the Center
and let the backyard games roll on! Give
us a call if you have a question or would
like to suggest an activity. We'll be happy
to work with you.
Coach Moore announces try-outs for
the 12 and under and 10 and under Clifton
coed basketball teams will be held on Nov.
29 and 30, from 4 – 6 p.m. If you get this
word after try-outs, call Jim at 961-5681 to
see if the roster is full.
You may have seen some teens and

youth from the center wandering the
neighborhood with trash bags after
Halloween. They were just helping to
clean up the streets following the trail of
litter that inevitably occurs after Trick or
Treat. We wanted to do our part to make
things look nice before the Lantern Walk.
"All good things come to an end", is
what they say and it certainly applies in
this instance. After 30 years of teaching in
the performing and literary arts, supervising city-wide arts programs, planning,
promoting and producing special events at
Fountain Square and the Riverfront,
writing grants, organizing outdoor
adventure programs and serving in
community centers from Bond Hill to
Western Hills, my service comes to a close
on Dec 1. It's been a rewarding career in
too many ways to mention. Suffice it to
say that I will miss my fellows at the CRC
and the opportunity that my responsibilities have afforded me to creatively
contribute to the quality of life in my
hometown. It has been a special treat to
serve my own neighborhood during these
last 5 years. I'm sure that the CRC will
reward Clifton with a qualified candidate to
fill my chair and this column in the Clifton
Chronicle. In the interim, I urge you to
support the staff (Jim, Arnelle and Joe)
that will be filling in until a decision is
made. You'll still see me on the streets of
Clifton, patronizing the local merchants
and on campus at U.C. where I will
continue to teach and cheer on the
Bearcats. Until then …
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I met with Father Grogan of Church of
the Annunciation of the Blessed Virgin
Mary, a Catholic parish. Father Grogan is
a warm hearted, intelligent, spiritual man
with a calming presence. I felt lucky to be
granted some time with this gentle
engaging man.
Father Grogan was born in Cincinnati.
He attended Xavier University then
attended the seminary in Mt. Washington.
Being a Cincinnatian, Father Grogan
returned after twelve years of service in
Dayton, Ohio. He was drawn to the city
environment and chose Clifton to be a part
of our urban area and to grow the community within Annunciation. He thrives in
the ideas of community and the closeness
of walking to mass. Encapsulating oneself
in a loving neighborhood with openminded seekers and searchers prolongs
the strength of the message.
Annunciation is home to a diverse
group of worshipers. At most masses, he
can look and see members of the congregation from North America, South America,
Africa, and Southeast Asia. I asked why
he felt such a diverse group gravitated
towards Annunciation, his response was
simple and poignant “the families from
countries such as South America and
Africa live their faith. It is very much a
part of their lives and everyday culture.
To them, it can feel like home.”
We discussed the tradition of the
Catholic faith and why the church did not
change, try to move towards a model more
modern and less formal. I asked him if he
felt this affected his parish and drew
people away. He felt quite the opposite
and explained that in the tradition we again
got to have a feeling of home. He used an

Hanna Hautz, Madeline Kiley, Lily Hidalgo and Kaitlyn Gilioli at Oktoberfest. The first annual
Annunciation Parish Oktoberfest raised over $20,000 for the school.

example of Thanksgiving “families get
together, have a meal and tell family
stories. The Catholic mass is very much
the same, a place where in tradition, the
telling of the word of God and the receiving of the sacrament is safeguarded and
not lost.”
Father Grogan uses the Liturgical
calendar to initiate events to encourage
families to get involved in the community
of their church. On St. Francis day, Father
Grogan blesses all of the pets in a ceremony on the front steps of the church.
On the Feast of All Saints, the parish
members have a feast where “soul cakes”
were prepared for the group to commemorate the medieval custom of the poor
asking for food in exchange for prayer.
December 2, your family can attend the
mass and receive packages to create your

own Advent wreaths.
For Father Grogan, the goal is to
foster a “community living its faith”.
Father Grogan’s mission of humanizing the
faith and the message are inspiring. His
message is a great one for all ears,
regardless of denomination.
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Magnet
Enrollment
Procedures for
Fairview German
Language
School

Kindergarten
There will be 5 kindergarten classes
for the 2008-2009 school year. 90 spots are
available.
Preschool
There will be one all-day preschool
class for children ages 3 and 4. 20 spots
are available for preschool. Ten spots are
available for Head Start (income based)
and ten spots for tuition paid children.
Parents wanting to enroll their child in
preschool follow the same procedures as
anyone else wanting to get into a magnet
program (see Open Enrollment below). If
they already have a child in the program
they fill out an application during sibling
priority and will get first available slots.
For parents enrolling their first child in a
magnet program will apply during the open
magnet period (Jan 14, 2008). All applications will be date and time stamped at the
school where they complete the magnet
application. The school will then forward
all applications to the Early Childhood
department. Early Childhood will then
contact parents to come in and fill out an
application based on whether they
indicated they wanted a head start slot or
a tuition slot. Students attending the
preschool will be able to move up to
kindergarten if they turn 5 prior to Sept. 30.
All preschool children must be
enrolled at the education center. The
reason for this is because parents have to
qualify by income guidelines for tuition or
head start and only Early Childhood can
determine what they qualify for.
As children are accepted, Early
Childhood will place them on a class list,
enter them into SASI then forward the
class list to the school. They delineate
which students are on tuition, give the
school a copy of the contract and the
dates that the monies are to be collected.
The school office is responsible for
collecting tuition monies.

CliftonChronicle
Sibling Enrollment 12/3/07-12/14/07
Parents of current Fairview students
may enroll a sibling beginning December 3,
2007 through December 14, 2007. Parents
need to fill out an application form, and
turn in a copy of the child’s birth certificate, shot record, social security card and
proof of address. Things such as a rent
receipt, cable bill, and Cinergy bill can be
used as proof of address. The document
must show the parent’s name and address
within the city of Cincinnati. Parents
missing this two-week priority sibling
enrollment period will have to wait until
January to enroll during open enrollment.
Open Enrollment 1/14/08- 6/29/08
Parents new to Fairview can enroll
during the open enrollment period
beginning on January 14, 2008 for the
remaining open slots. Parents need to fill
out an application form, and turn in a copy
of the child’s birth certificate, shot record,
social security card and proof of address.
Things such as a rent receipt, cable bill,
and Cinergy bill can be used as proof of
address. The document must show the
parent’s name and address within the city
of Cincinnati.
Fairview Tel# 513-363-2100
http://fairview.cps-k12.org
Thank You CTM
Safety Committee,
and District 5 Police
for the Light Bulb!

Rev. Jason Leo leads parishioners and pets in a
St. Francis Day pet blessing at Calvary.

Page 9

CliftonChronicle

Trailside Nature
Programs
by Michael George
Burrr-net Woods Hike
Sat., Jan. 19, 10:00 – 11:30 a.m. –
Burnet Woods
Join a naturalist for some fresh air and
find out what wildlife is stirring by looking
for tracks and other evidence of animal
activity. Afterward, we’ll warm up with
some hot chocolate and tour the historic
Trailside Nature Center. Please dress for
the weather. Meet at the Trailside Nature
Center. For more information, please call
751-3679.
Winter Woodland Hike
Sat., Feb. 2, 10:00 – Noon – McFarlan
Woods
Join us for a brisk hike through
Cincinnati’s largest urban forest. We’ll
explore the history of the park and
hopefully meet some of its wilder residents. Be sure to dress for the weather
and bring a snack for along the trail. Meet
in the parking lot. For more information,
please call 751-3679.
Trailside will be open to the public on
the first and third weekend of each
month... December, January, and February.
The hours will remain the same,
Saturday 11:00 a.m. - 5:00 p.m., Sunday
1:00 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.

Photo by Lisa Slack

Green Clifton

by Larry Holt
There’s no reason why an urban area
like Clifton can’t be a lot greener. Here are
some green Clifton ideas that will keep
your wallet greener too!
• Switch off your water heater
when you’re out of town.
• Use a programmable thermostat
• Unplug unused electrical items.
Use a power strip to control multiple items.
All your TV’s are draining power 24/7.
• Close off unused rooms.
• Wear a sweater indoors. What
amendment says we have the right to wear
shorts and T-shirts in February and expect
to be warm?

• Use leaves as mulch around
gardens and borders.
• Find natural cleaning alternatives
on the Internet. It’s amazing how effective
lemon juice or vinegar can be!
• Wash clothes in cold or lukewarm
water. It’s the friction that does most of the
cleaning.
• Rake leaves. Leaf blowers are
loud, use a lot of energy and keep you
from getting the exercise you need. Plus,
you don’t really save much time.
There’s really nothing here that’s new.
Our parents and grandparents did all these
things without being reminded. Got ideas
of your own? Please email us at
tom@tomlohre.com
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One-half cup minced shallots
1 cup vegetable or chicken broth
1 teaspoon salt, or to taste
Freshly ground black pepper to taste

Whether you read this while the
holiday season is still going strong or
when you’re ready to focus on your
dietary New Year’s Resolutions, in the
colder months our bodies crave comfort
food. Although we may find all too much
comfort in foods that aren’t “good for us,”
more healthful foods can be almost as
pleasing.
For example, winter squashes are
great, tasty and healthy comfort foods.
Whether steamed and pureed into creamy
soups with a little low-fat sour cream or
fat-free half-and-half, roasted with curry
spices and served with a cooling yogurt
sauce or baked with cinnamon and
nutmeg, vegetables such as butternut and
acorn squash are among the most versatile
and satisfying of ingredients.
Here’s a squash dish that I love for
the holidays. It makes a colorful, tasty
accompaniment to roasted meat or poultry
and can even be served as a vegetarian
main dish. It’s also a good make-ahead
option that can be your contribution to a
potluck dinner. (I almost always bring a
vegetable dish to such affairs if only to

assure that there will be some veggies in
the meal.) And after the parties have
ended, this winter take on ratatouille — a
midsummer dish associated with Provence,
France — will see you through the long,
January nights.
RECIPE:
Butternut Squash Ratatouille
Serves 10-12 as a side dish

Instructions:
1.Toss the squash cubes with 2
teaspoons of the oil and spread on a
cookie sheet coated with cooking spray.
Place in a pre-heated, 375-degree oven
and roast until just tender, (shaking the
pan occasionally) about 25 minutes.
2. Heat the remaining oil in a large
nonstick skillet. Add the carrots and cook
for 3 minutes, stirring frequently. Add the
leeks and cook for 2 minutes. Add the
zucchini, apples and shallots and cook for
3 minutes. Stir in the roasted squash
along with the broth and seasonings.
Simmer until the vegetables are tender but
not too soft, about 10-15 minutes. Serve
warm.

Ingredients:
2 medium butternut squash, peeled,
halved, fibers scooped out, cut into oneinch cubes
3 teaspoons canola oil
1 cup carrots, peeled and cut into halfinch dice
1 cup leeks, cleaned and cut into halfinch dice
1 cup zucchini, cut into half-inch dice
1 cup apple, peeled, cored and cut
into half-inch dice

Advancing

great medicine right here
in your neighborhood
Good Samaritan Hospital is matching the high-quality, advanced care that we’ve always
delivered with more modern surroundings and a brand new addition to our Dixmyth
Patient Care Tower.
We’ve done this so we can provide our community with:

•
•
•
•
•

More hospital beds
More parking
Larger and more efficient treatment areas
An atmosphere of healing through artwork and décor
Easier access to care

And as these changes increase our capacity to care for current patients and future
generations, the jobs and economic boost they are creating also help us invest in
the future of Uptown Cincinnati. It’s an investment to which we’ve dedicated
ourselves for more than a century and to
which we look forward for years to come.
Good Sam. Great Medicine.
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April 9: The Girls by Lori Lansens

Preschool Story Time

Escape the cold with a good book!

As the temperature drops and we
search for those stored-away cold weather
garments the Clifton library is a great way

to expand your imagination! With a couple
of great books you can escape to a
tropical paradise, a winter wonderland, or a
land of strange and exotic enchantment.
You provide the imagination. The library
will provide the books!
Clifton Book Discussion Group
Speaking of great books, the Clifton
Book Discussion Group has some
wonderful titles for the coming year’s book
club. Fun reads, lively discussions and
friendly folks all make up the meetings the
second Wednesday of each month at 10:30
a.m. Copies of each book are available at
the branch. Most titles can also be
ordered on audio or in large print. Here are
upcoming meeting dates and titles:
December 12: One Sunday Morning
by Amy Ephron
January 9: Secret River by Kate
Grenville
February 13: Inheritance of Loss by
Kiran Desai
March 12: Coal Black Horse by
Robert Olmstead*
(*This title is the 2008 On the Same
Page selection. Not sure what this means?
Check at your library)

For those of you with little ones that
might not be reading War and Peace yet,
the Clifton library has Preschool Story
Time every Tuesday at 10 a.m. This is a
fun, lively, musical and educational
experience for your youngsters.. Short,
simple stories with lots of singing,
rhyming, and dancing and, of course, a
Hokey-Pokey finale! If Tuesday mornings
are not good for you, we also have a
Bedtime Story Time the 3rd Thursday of
each month at 7 p.m. Pajamas are welcome!

English Conversation Hour

Hola! Bonjour! Guten Tag! Nih Hao!
Konnichiwa! Namaste! Aloha…and
Hello! Are you new to the English
language? If so, stop by the Clifton library
for the ESL English Conversation Hour.
The group meets at the library every
Thursday from 1-2 p.m. to practice their
English and to meet new, friendly people
from Chile to Cameroon, China to Chad
and everywhere in between. This diverse
group always has a great time and lively
discussions. Welcome everyone!
When you’re out and about this
holiday season, please stop by the library
for great books to read, gift ideas, seasonal music and movies galore! We’re
looking forward to seeing you at the
library!
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By Josephine Kosmalski
The Chateau Elan is located in
Braselton, Georgia, about an hour north of
downtown Atlanta. In the heart of the
Georgia foothills and Southern hospitality,
this 16th-century style, 3,500-acre resort
boasts a winery, vineyard, European-style
spa (open 24 hours), 63 holes of Championship golf, four pools, seven tennis
courts, equestrian center, seven restaurants and a whole experience in and of
itself.
In giving my friend directions on
where to go once she got to Chateau Elan

she asked, “Is this place a compound?”
And in a gentler, more pleasurable way – it
is. Once at Chateau Elan, there really is no
reason to leave. For entertainment, you
can rent bikes and ride the trails, golf a few
rounds, partake in the wine tour and
tasting (for just $5!), lounge by the pool,

work out in one of their two work-out
facilities, grab a brew at Paddy’s Irish pub
or the cigar bar and enjoy some live music
or treat yourself to a Swedish massage.
Did I mention that the Inn at the
Chateau always smells like fresh flowers?
Everything about the resort is comforting,

inviting and enchanting. All rooms receive
twice-daily housekeeping, ensuring that
your towels are fresh, your room tidy and
your bed turned down with mints on your
pillows. Each bathroom is equipped with a
large, deep-soaking tub, perfect for
shaking off that rough day of wine tasting,
tennis or swimming.
The 33,000-square-foot Spa at
Chateau Elan whispers “relax” the minute
you walk in. After you are given a locker,
robe and flip flops, you are free to wander,
sit in the sauna or whirlpool, swim in the
resistance pool or simply wait for your
appointment in the “Quiet Room.” Be
careful – you won’t be the first person to
fall asleep! This is a full-service spa…and
then some. In the Spa Mansion, there are
also 14 themed guest suites, perfect for
that girls' or couple’s weekend getaway.
Regardless of your reason for entering the
Spa Mansion, whether it’s to sample their
cucumber- and lemon-flavored water,
enjoy a pedicure or simply walk through to
get to the lakeside gazebo, make sure to
slow down and enjoy the serenity.
This is a place you'll want to call
ahead to make reservations. Call 678-4250900 or visit www.chateauelan.com. The
Chateau is about an 8-hour drive or 2-hour
plane ride from Cincinnati. Whether you’re
planning a long weekend getaway,
bachelorette party or wedding, the
Chateau Elan is an unforgettable place
guaranteed to provide unforgettable
memories.
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The Clifton Main Street group is conducting a survey of people’s use of the Ludlow Avenue
Business District. We will use the results of the survey to improve the district. This survey is
anonymous. No individual answers will be released. Mail completed survey to: Clifton
Gaslight Main Street; 325 ½ Ludlow Ave; Cincinnati, OH 45220. Thank you very much!
1. What brought you to the Ludlow Business District the last time you went?
a.
c.
b.
2. How did you get to the Ludlow Business District the last time you went?
a. Bicycle
b. Bus
c. Car
d. Walk
e. Other vehicle
3. The last time you went to the Ludlow Business District, where were you coming from?
a. Home
b. School
c. Work
d. Another business district or store outside the Ludlow District
e. Other
4. The last time you went to the Ludlow Business District, where did you go after leaving it?
a. Home
b. School
c. Work
e. Another business district or store outside the Ludlow District
d. Other
5. How often do you visit the Ludlow Business District?
a. At least once every day
b. 1-6 times per week
d. 5-11 times per year
c. 1-3 times per month
e. 1-4 times a year
6. What businesses do you visit most in the Ludlow Business District (most to least)?
a.
d.
b.
e.
c.

7. What businesses do you frequently visit in the following shopping areas?
Corryville/Clifton Heights
Downtown Cincinnati/Over the Rhine
Hyde Park/Mt. Lookout/Oakley
Northside/College Hill
O’Bryonville/Walnut Hills/Mt. Adams
Other
8. What businesses or services would you like to see added or expanded in the Ludlow
Business District?
d.
a.
e.
b.
c.
f.
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9. Are the hours of the businesses in the Ludlow area convenient to you? YES
NO
If NO, When would you want more hours at these businesses? (circle all that apply)
a. Mornings
b. Evenings
c. Saturdays
d. Sundays
10. Is the Ludlow Business District sufficiently clean?
1-Strongly Agree
2-Agree
3-Neutral
4-Disagree
Any specific areas that need improvement?

5-Strongly Disagree

11. Do you feel safe in the Ludlow Business District during the day?
1-Strongly Agree
2-Agree
3-Neutral
4-Disagree 5-Strongly Disagree
If you disagree, why?
12. Do you feel safe in the Ludlow Business District in the evening/night?
1-Strongly Agree
2-Agree
3-Neutral
4-Disagree 5-Strongly Disagree
If you disagree, why?
13. Is there is an adequate amount of convenient parking?
1-Strongly Agree
2-Agree
3-Neutral
4-Disagree
14. Are you aware of the merchant parking lot? YES

5-Strongly Disagree

NO

15. Do you use merchant parking lot validation (getting your ticket stamped)? YES

NO

16. Day and time of day you tend to visit the Ludlow Business District? Check all that apply
a. Weekdays:
Morning
Afternoon
Evening
b. Saturday:
Morning
Afternoon
Evening
c. Sunday:
Morning
Afternoon
Evening
17. What do you like most about the Ludlow Business District?

18. What do you like least about the Ludlow Business District?
19. Information about you:
a. Age: 18-24
25-34
35-44
45-54
55-64
65+
b. Male
Female
c. Income level of your household:
$25,000 -$50,000
$50,000-$75,000
Above $75,000
Under $25,000
d. Number of people in your household?
e. How many people in your household are age 8-18?
f. age 7 or under?
g. Zip code where you live?
h. If employed outside the home, what zip code do you work in?
i. Professional Info: (Check all that apply) Student
Work full-time
Work part-time
Salaried
Hourly
Retired
At-home parent
Self-employed
Other
20. Any other comments?
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CliftonTown Meeting

The Clifton Town Meeting is an
official community council recognized by
the City of Cincinnati. CTM, as it is
commonly referred to, is the planning and
policy organization for the residents of
Clifton.

CTM Meeting Schedule

The CTM Board meets on the first
Monday of every month at 7:00 p.m. at the
Clifton Recreation Center, featuring
programs for everyone.
Meeting dates are: October 1st &
December 3rd.
In months in which a holiday falls on
the first Monday, the meeting will generally be moved to the second Monday.

Cincinnati Police District 5
The Clifton Cultural Arts Center is looking for
alumni of Clifton School. If you or someone
you know attended Clifton School, please send
your name and email address to
info@cliftonculturalarts.org or mail your
name and address to:

Clifton School Alumni
Clifton Cultural Arts Center
P.O. Box 20041
Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
www.cliftonculturalarts.org
513-497-2860

How to contact CTM

E-mail:
contactCTM@cliftoncommunity.org or call
and leave a message at the CTM voice
mailbox: 861-5946. Write to:
Clifton Town Meeting
P.O. Box 20042
Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
http://www.cliftoncommunity.org/index.htm

Contact CTM Members by
E-mailing the CliftonNews
Mailing List

Jon Cramer
Clifton Main Street Manager
cliftonmainstreet@yahoo.com
Clifton Gaslight Main Street
325 1/2 Ludlow Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45220
www.ludlowavenue.com
513-324-4232

CliftonNews@cliftoncommunity.org
You can manage your settings at:

24 Hour CPOP Telephone:
513-368-1346
1012 Ludlow Avenue
Cincinnati, Ohio 45223
http://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/cpd/
Clifton Neighborhood Officers
Katrina Neal - 569-8593
Jason Pechiney - 569-8594
Governor Williams - 569-8595

Citizens on Patrol

The next set of training dates for
volunteers for Citizens on Patrol will be
available soon. People should contact
Officer Terri Windeler at 352-3533. Her email address is Terri.Windeler@cincinnatioh.gov.

We are a group of Clifton area
mothers who meet monthly to connect
with other moms, share ideas, network,
and learn from professionals invited to
speak at meetings. Monthly meetings are
held at members' homes on the second
Tuesday of each month from September to
May. To join, drop by our next meeting or
contact Leslie by e-mail waits.ld@pg.com
or by phone at 281-3309.
http://www.cliftonmom.com

http://mailman.listserve.com/listmanager/listinfo/cliftonnews

Uptown Consortium
Clifton Community Fund

This endowed fund is managed by the
Greater Cincinnati Foundation.
The yearly profit from the fund is
available for the beautification, preservation, and cultural enhancement of the
Clifton Community.
We urge all lovers of Clifton to
contribute to this endowment so it can
become even more effective. Every penny
counts so write your check today payable
to the Greater Cincinnati Foundation/
Clifton Fund and send to:
The Greater Cincinnati Foundation
200 West Fourth Street
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202-2602
http://www.greatercincinnatifdn.org/

The Uptown Consortium is a nonprofit organization made up of Uptown's
five largest employers: Cincinnati
Children's Hospital Medical Center,
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden, The
Health Alliance of Greater Cincinnati,
TriHealth, Inc. and the University of
Cincinnati. Uptown generally includes the
neighborhoods of Avondale, Clifton,
Clifton Heights, Corryville, Fairview, Mt.
Auburn and University Heights. Together,
the center city and Uptown compose the
core of the region.
http://www.uptownconsortium.org
Uptown Consortium, Inc.
629 Oak Street, Suite 306
Cincinnati, OH 45206
Phone: 513.861.8726
Fax: 513.861.1902

Clifton Recreation Center

Phone: 513-961-5681
320 McAlpin Ave
Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
clifton@cincinnati-oh.gov
http://www.cincinnati-oh.gov
Located next to Clifton Elementary.
Free family night, no membership needed,
Wednesdays in December, 6:30 to 8 p.m.

Cincinnati Preservation Association
342 West Fourth Street
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202
Phone: 513-721-4506
Fax: 513-721-6832
info@cincinnatipreservation.org
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Making the
World a Better
Place

By Lisa Shusterman
Many people think about making a
positive difference in the world, but fall
short on action. On Whitfield Avenue,
this is not the case. On a hot summer day
(weren’t they all hot this year), three
young ladies, Avocet and Siena Greenwell
and Rachel Johnson, decided to put their
thoughts into action and created a club
called Making the World a Better Place.
The club's purpose is pretty universal; the
two-tiered methodology, though, is all
their own.
The girls “hire” themselves out to
Whitfield Avenue residents who could use
a hand. It might be walking a dog,
watering plants or helping with housecleaning. The purpose here is to help their
neighbors – a charitable endeavor in and
of itself. After they have done their “job”
it's up to the neighbor to decide if they
want to “pay” for the service — it's totally
voluntary and up to the recipient to decide
how much they want to pay. The money
collected is then donated to a charity of
the girls’ choice.
So far the girls have donated funds to
Make a Wish Foundation, the Cincinnati
Zoo and the National Wildlife Federation.
In addition to their helping neighbors
activities, the girls recently held a lemon-

Becci Bernard , development officer from the Zoo, accepts a donation from: Rachel Johnson &
Avocet and Siena Greenwell, members of the“Making the World a Better Place” Club.

ade and cookie sale raising additional
funds for their charities.
If you live on Whitfield Avenue
Avocet, Rachel and Siena will help you

with your next chore. Three young ladies
in Clifton are helping to “Make the World
a Better Place,” one street at a time.
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Gano, Gaino,
Ganeau?

By Larry Holt
Gano Avenue off Ludlow Avenue is
one of the shortest streets in Clifton (8
houses) and few people know how to
pronounce it! I just moved in three months
ago and have heard (and used) every
pronunciation.
Interesting Gano Facts
• There is a Gano monument in Spring
Grove Cemetery that may be the oldest
piece of outdoor sculpture in Cincinnati –
really!
• The monument was built for Major
Daniel Gano who was born in Columbia
Township in 1794 and died in Westwood
in 1873.
• The artist is John Arey, an English
stone carver brought to Cincinnati in
the1820s by Daniel Gano. The monument
is in Section 22, Lot 20.
• It was WGW Gano who first settled
in Clifton with his wife Nancy. They had 14
children - many of whom are buried near
another Gano monument in Section 46, Lot
86.

The Druffel family has deep Clifton roots . Here they are at Meckelenbergs celebrating Jane
Druffels 87th birthday. (rear) Micheal, Barry,Steve, Daniel and Dick, (middle) Debby and Toni
(front) Barbra ,Mama Jane, Mary & Maryanne Coleman, Jane's sister.

There you have it! Spelled “Gano,”
but pronounced like a French dessert.
Another Gano?
Gano Alley downtown? Same family,
but somehow “Ganeau” Alley just doesn’t
sound right.

Drum roll!

Phil Nuxhall, historian and tour
coordinator for the Spring Grove Heritage
Foundation, contacted a Gano descendant
in Massachusetts a few years ago and she
said the family has always pronounced it
”Ganeau”. Recently, I met someone who
moved away from Gano Avenue in 1937.
He said when he lived there it was
pronounced Ganeau.

Gano Street has to have the most unusual
sidewalk in Clifton. A narrow raised walkway
lined with a sturdy zinc coated railing travels a
hundred feet into Gano from Howell.
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Light, Magic, and Education!
By Alice Derrick
Last year Annunciation School’s light
was almost extinguished, our magic up in
smoke, and our education almost lost
forever.
Today, thanks to the help of the
Clifton community, Annunciation is not
just a memory! Clifton’s support made sure
that children are still scratching their
heads, losing their pencils and finding the
magic in education at Annunciation!
We survived because of this wonderful community and we thank you. We have
a new light and new magic on display at
our festival, our fast growing bingo and
(let’s not forget education!) our popular
science and math nights.
But wait! There’s more! Join us
December 1st for our family friendly
Winterfest and enjoy good food, spirits,
and fun for all ages.
We’ve got lots more planned so
you’ll see our magic and light spread –
thanks to the support of our Clifton
community!

North Avondale
Montessori

By Carmen B. Hull, Prinicipal
North Avondale Montessori School is
overjoyed to have you back in our
quadrant, and we look forward to offering
you and your children a quality
Montessori program!
Our school report-card rating is
Effective, and we are working hard to keep
all students learning. We are in the
process of planning for a new school to be
located on the present site and will move
to Burton School on Glenwood Avenue as
our swing space beginning next school
year. We will move the students presently
in Burton to the new South Avondale
Elementary School. The plan is to be at
that swing space for two years. We will
move back to the Clinton Springs address
for the 2010-2011 school year.
I am thrilled to be the new principal of
North Avondale Montessori School. Both
of my daughters attended Montessori
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elementary schools (Sands and NAM) and
went on to graduate from Walnut Hills
High School. I was a pre-school kindergarten teacher at Winton Montessori
School for 10 years then became the
administrator at Winton Montessori
School for three years prior to coming to
North Avondale Montessori last school
year as the assistant principal. I look
forward to continuing high quality
achievement at North Avondale
Montessori, and invite you and your
children to be a part of our excitement!

Fairview German
Language School

Clifton Residents Save the Arts!
By Kristen Walters
Fairview German Language School
faced tough decisions when district-wide
budget cuts left them over $100,000 short
of their operating budget. Teachers in
programs vital to Fairview’s focus on an
enriched academic environment were
slated to be reduced from full-time to parttime for the 2007-2008 school year.
Thankfully, Fairview parents, led by
Clifton resident, Patty Donnelly, leapt into
action! They undertook a formidable
challenge to raise the necessary money in
just 4 months. The group sought contributions from within and outside the
Fairview community.
By summer’s end our parents’ work
paid off and the arts had been saved, for
the 2007-2008 school year. The successful
effort raised over $100,000 in four months!
Now our Fairview parents have turned
their focus to support Issue 22 and other
fund-raising efforts in order to help
maintain the high academic and enriching
educational opportunities that Fairview
has always offered students and families.

The New School

By Ann Baumgardner
“The land is where our roots are. The
children must be taught to feel and live in
harmony with the Earth.” — Maria
Montessori
At The New School Montessori, we
revel in the outdoors. Boots and extra
clothing are kept in cubbies so children
can explore the wonders of their imagination. Our wooded play areas and Peace
Gardens are enjoyed each day by bird,
butterfly, and child alike.
Our community of current families,
staff, and alumni celebrated The Harvest

Moon Festival outdoors to the drumming
beat of our student drummers. After an
evening of good food, play, and connecting with friends, we were aptly guided to
our cars by cricket calls and the light of
the harvest moon.
Please join us from 2:00 to 4:00 p.m. on
Sunday, February 3 for our Open House
where prospective parents and students
can visit with teachers and learn more
about us.

Concordia Lutheran
School

By Mindy Horgan
The 5th/6th graders recently returned
from their Kelley's Island Adventure trip
with their teacher, Dr. Lilley. They spent 4
days on Kelley's Island on Lake Erie
studying social studies and science. After
a ferry ride to the island they toured a
lighthouse, explored an alvar (after
learning what one is!), saw a Civil War
prison camp cemetery and participated in a
bicycle/kayaking scavenger hunt.
November 27 we will hold our public
open house 9-11 a.m. and 5-6:30 p.m.
Everyone is invited to see our Christmas
program Thursday, December 6 at 7 p.m.!
Also, during December, the youth
group will hold its Parents Night Out for
Christmas shopping. Let the Youth Group
& their teachers watch your kids at the
school while you shop! The cost is a
donation to the youth group. Call for more
information: 513-861-9568.
Concordia students are also recycling
aluminum and paper with containers in the
parking lot. The public is welcome to join
our recycling efforts.

Cincinnati Waldorf
School Welcomes the
Gifts of the Seasons!

By Christine Masur
The Cincinnati Waldorf School
braved the remaining hot days of summer
& welcomed the gifts of Fall - including
over 55 new CWS families! Here’s what’s
new:
• We’re excited about our new
lunch caterers, D&D Catering.
• We hosted a Regional Puppetry
Conference featuring world-renowned
puppeteer, Suzanne Down.
• Our Winter & Spring seasons will
be filled with musical concerts, class plays,
and rigorous academic study.
• In December, CWS will also host
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acclaimed author, Torin M. Finser, Ph.D.
for a lecture on his latest new book,
Organizational Integrity.
• We will also host three seasonal
open house events this school year so
families can learn more about Waldorf
education: February 2 and April 12, 10 a.m.
-1 p.m.
Contact us at 513-541-0220 or visit us
at: www.cincinnatiwaldorfschool.org.

Poems by Aunt Sue Loughry

The Sleepy Little Angel
In the shelter of the trees, their arms enfold,
Protecting the sleepy little angel from the cold.
Bright star shines forth with a steady glow,
Protecting His own sleeping on the ground below.
May an angel awake inside of your heart,
To keep you and yours safe while apart.
While you are together in this holiday season,
Let your angels remind you that love is the reason.

Season of Giving

Snow day reward for Jackson Shiffert.

Our thoughts in this season of giving,
Are with you amongst the living.
To those of us who have passed beyond,
We remember fondly their loving bond.

The two fall forest restorations in
Burnet Woods were a big success.
Look forward to spring
restorations. Sign up by calling
Steve Slack 513-961-7711

With love from our family and friends,
The depth of our lives transcends,
All the pain, suffering and sorrow,
Giving us a brighter hope for tomorrow.
Family and Friends, here’s to your good health,
You are that which is our strength and our wealth!
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By Anita Briggs
At Clifton Senior Center, an integral
part of our Clifton community, you can
certainly see the generosity of the human
spirit in action. With numerous community
events and a rich tradition of service to
seniors, the Center maintains a lively
interaction with the Clifton community.
Many years ago, a truly amazing lady
named Harriet Janszen was a member of
the board of trustees at both the Clifton
Senior Center and Good Samaritan
Hospital. She also worked as director of
the Good Samaritan volunteer program.
With the help of her family and her
contacts at the hospital, Harriet provided
Thanksgiving and Christmas dinner for
Clifton seniors. Harriet and her extended
family gave up their own holidays to
contribute this service to those who call
the Center home. She also provided meals
for Clifton residents who receive MealsOn-Wheels. The hospital and the Janszen
family still collaborate to provide the
holiday meals, giving Clifton Senior Center
an amazing gift each year.
The Center created an award to honor
this great lady. The Harriet Janszen Award
is given annually to one outstanding
Center volunteer. The honor is presented
at our volunteer brunch. At this year's
event –just recently held at the Center –
the Harriet Janszen Award was presented
to Candy Hart, a current Board member.
Candy is with Good Samaritan Hospital
and is very committed to working with
older adults. Just recently she and her
husband flew with a group of seniors to
the Pacific Northwest. She continues
Harriet's good works, acting as liaison
between the hospital, the Janszen family
and the Center to ensure that the holiday
dinners continue.
Over the years we have also benefited
from the community service program of St.
Xavier High School, the outreach programs of Hebrew Union College, and
various groups from the University of
Cincinnati. Currently, a physical education
group is coming two days a week and
offering a fitness program to senior
citizens. Having these young folks around
certainly enlivens the Center and we all
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enjoy their presence.
Clifton Senior Center is a polling site
every November. Many of our Clifton
neighbors come into our facility to cast
their votes. Every year the Center is the
location of the community flu shot activity,
which is always enhanced with a bake
sale, courtesy of our senior ladies!
These events can encourage Clifton
residents to become aware of our mission
and needs. We are always anxious to
welcome new participants and hope many
of our neighbors will investigate the
program opportunities we offer.

Cincinnati, OH – Oct. 19, 2007 – The members of Impact 100 selected the winners of this year’s
grants at their annual meeting held at the Queen City Club. Cincinnati Works and Elementz: Hip
Hop Youth Arts Center will each receive a grant of $108,500. AWARDEES and some IMPACT 100
BOARD MEMBERS (Left to Right): Elaine Suess, Impact 100 President; Suzanne Koester, Impact
100; Delane Starliper, Impact 100; Islord Allah, Elementz: Hip Hop Youth Arts Center; Shiloh
Malone, Elementz: Hip Hop Youth Arts Center; Holly Carraher, Cincinnati Works
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Helen Lohre & Emma Wuerth in Burnet Woods.

Kid’s Page

Snow-Day Play

By Stephanie Shirley
With winter coming, it’s time to dig
out the hats, mittens, and scarves and
prepare for snow-day fun. Here are few
suggestions for enjoying the snow both
inside and outside:
• Take a walk around the yard or
neighborhood after a fresh snow and
search for animal tracks. Once you’ve
spotted the tracks in the snow, try to
figure out what kind of animal made them.
For more fun, make up stories about what
kind of adventure the animal is going on!
• Snuggle up with the family to
enjoy some great winter-themed books,
such as The Mitten by Jan Brett or Owl
Moon by Jane Yolen.
• Make an indoor wonderland. Cut
snowflakes from white paper and hang
them around the room for decoration. Stuff
white pillowcases with newspaper and
stack them to make your own indoor
snowman. Tape on eyes, nose, and mouth
and add a hat and scarf for an extra touch.
For something to last all winter, ask mom
or dad to help sew on buttons or pieces of
felt to give your snowman character.
• Have an indoor snowball fight.
Find old pairs of white socks and roll them
into “snowballs.” You can even “freeze”
when a snowball hits you and then
unfreeze when a friend thaws you out with
a warm hug.
• Make a special winter treat—
edible snowflakes! Using clean scissors,
cut a soft flour tortilla into the shape of a
snowflake. Ask mom or dad to fry the
snowflake in a small amount of oil until it is
crisp. Top off your snowflake with
powdered sugar or cinnamon and sugar
and enjoy!
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Seldom do I devote an entire column
to one grape. Each has its own personality,
but none more so in my opinion (and I
don't often like agreeing with movies, but
must with Sideways), than the Pinot Noir.
It's fickle and fascinating. It puzzles,
pleases and goes in directions on the
palate making it difficult to capture in
words.
Pinots are the grape once associated
only with Burgundy, but has so grown in
popularity that it’s become the grape of
choice in Washington and Oregon.
Regardless of origin, Pinots are pricey and
much of that has to do with the fact that
the grape is difficult to grow and produce
satisfactorily. It is temperamental to its
environment as well as extremely prone to
phylloxera, an insect that feeds on
grapevine roots.
The flavors most associated with
pinots are cherry, tea and herbs. The Pinot
grape generally has a richness, yet an
elegance that impress without being
overbearing. It can be a bit sweet, but
usually the sweetness is rooted in cherry
or chocolate. To find one you like,
experiment with Pinots at wine tastings
where you find what you like, rather than
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go through several bottles in pricey trial
and error.
These wines tend to vary more than
others and they can change much from
year to year. You could easily love one
vintage, and detest the next. Same for the
vintner. Don’t assume because one label
was a favorite this year that it will be next.
And don't buy a case before trying a
bottle.
I find experimenting from year to year
is part of what makes wine tasting and
collecting the adventure it is and there are
new gems to be found. I'm happy to make
a couple of suggestions. For a mid-price
wine ($35) with an amazing amount of
complexity, a 2005 Drew (California) would
be a fantastic choice with its bing cherry,
boysenberry, blackberry tea and hints of
watermelon and floral spice. At $25,
Benton Lane (Oregon) has been consistent. The 2005 vintage is described as
having raspberry and strawberry flavors
with hints of white pepper and fresh
mushroom.
Again, the best thing is to hit wine

tastings — check newspaper listings to
see what wines specialty shops and
supermarkets are featuring. This time of
year is a wonderful time to find a Pinot that
suits you, as they are wonderful with
turkey and game.
Here’s to the holidays and the tastes
that they offer. Feel free to write with
questions or comments. Cheers all!
MLMcKitrick@aol.com
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realized the kind of power I had.” Tatiana
also realized that she lacked the wisdom to
use that power responsibly. With a nation
of young people looking to her for
answers she did not have, it became
necessary that she look for those answers
as well, and that required escaping her

Matt Cameron & Tatiana have three children, Dante, Evan and Blais.

The story of Tatiana, aka “Tajci” (Tychee) began in Croatia in the early 1990s,
where she was a pop superstar by the age
of 19. However, the collapse of the Soviet
bloc spelled the demise of the regime
governing Yugoslavia and soon Serbs and
Croats were engaged in hostilities.
At the height of the Bosnian War,
Tajci sang at huge concerts for peace,
entertained wounded soldiers, and visited
troops on the front lines. Then, as the
European magazine CMN put it, “Shocking
her country and peers, Tatiana left it all stardom, glamour, fame, friends and family
- to come to the United States alone and
unknown at age 21.”
Tatiana relayed to me, “During the
war, a little girl who had lost
everything…came to me holding the only
thing she had managed to save: one of my
recordings…It was at that moment I

celebrity and finding herself.
While staying at a retreat house run
by the Carmelite Sisters, she met her future
husband, Matthew Cameron. He encouraged her to tell the story of her search for
spiritual healing, which she did through
performing original songs at various
churches in the area. They began concert
tours, crossing the U.S. in a donated minivan. She performed at hundreds of
churches and made six albums.
Originally chosen as a central location
from which to tour, Cincinnati, and Clifton
in particular, is now home. “When we
were trying to choose a neighborhood, I
had several requirements,” Tatiana told
me. “It had to be diverse. I had to be able
to walk to a grocery store, post office and
library. I wanted to be surrounded by
artistic people, and I wanted to be close to
a good sushi restaurant.” She smiled after

Tajci will premiere her
Special Christmas
Concert Film
December 10 at the
Esquire Cinema

the final enumeration and said, “At least I
can get carry-out at the IGA.”
If you’d like to attend one of Tatiana’s
performances an opportunity to do so is
tentatively scheduled for December 10,
when the Esquire Cinema will premiere her
Christmas Concert Special, filmed last
December in Chicago. I certainly plan to
attend, and to learn more about yet
another extraordinary Clifton resident.

Annual Coat
Drive

Gateways to Healing, Network
Chiropractic, coat drive from December 3
to January 5. Anyone who brings in two
or more new or gently used coats will
receive a free Comprehensive Wellness
Examination valued at $150.
www.GatewaysToHealing.com, 821 Delta
Ave., Cinti, OH 45226, 513-321-3318
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