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Over 1000
Surveys
Received

By Jon Cramer
Thank you, Chronicle readers, for your
feedback to the survey in the previous
issue of the Chronicle. We've received
more than 1000 replies to date, and are
currently analyzing the results. We'll share
more detailed results once that analysis is
complete, but I can share some of our
findings to date. As residents might
expect, Keller's IGA was reported as the
most visited business in the district,

Clifton Citizens on Patrol

Photo by Tom Lohre
From left to right: Doug Horn, Craig Richmond and Robin Lee are Clifton Citizens on Patrol.
Other regulars not pictured are Ed Knapp and Phil Koenig. Citizens on Patrol have a prevention
goal and appreciate the safety that we experience in the Clifton Gaslight. The training at the Police
Academy is interesting, the walking on patrol is good exercise, the camaraderie is great, and the
friendliness of our neighbors is wonderful. Join us.

Sitwells is the 4th most visited place in Clifton.

followed by CVS, Esquire, Sitwells, the
library and the post office. Respondents
had great suggestions for new or expanded businesses on Ludlow, including a
bookstore, hardware store, more variety of
restaurants, health food store, men's and
women's clothing, and a larger library.
Once completed, we'll be presenting all of
the findings online at ludlowavenue.com.
Our new website is the place to learn
about merchants, services, and activities
in the business district. We'll be adding
profiles of shops and shop owners, event
information, news updates, in addition to a
directory of businesses. I'm especially
excited by the videos we're working on,
highlighting the unique people and stories
that make Ludlow Avenue so special.
They'll be an inside look into some of your
favorite spots on the street and should
help make the site an effective promotional
tool. Be sure to check it out soon.

Elizabeth Luh

Great
Christmas
Blizzard of '07

By Elizabeth Luh, 1st Place Essay Contest
Winner in her category.
It happened one wintry night in Clifton
when there was a blizzard that beat all
blizzards. The snowstorm swept up dogs,

cats, ducks and all sorts of animals,
scattering them randomly in trees, in zoos
and on rooftops. The wild storm raged for
an entire month without tiring! Then
without a blink of warning, it suddenly
stopped. Everything was so chaotic and
displaced that it looked like a whole
different city.
It took the townspeople one long week
to clean up the mess. Then everything was
normal, that is except there were reindeer
stranded on the roofs of the Clifton
Library and Graeter's Ice Cream Store! The
reindeer on the roofs were actually frozen.
As people listened to the news, they
learned that a witness named Ruthie had
seen a fairy cast a magic spell on the
reindeer before they had time to escape.
The spell froze them until the snow melted.
After a long time, the reindeer wondered if the snow would ever melt. Before
long it was Spring and the snow melted as
the buds appeared. Now the reindeer were
unfrozen! They were so happy that they
snuck down and gobbled up several ice
cream cones. They decided that they liked
it here in Clifton so much that they chose
to stay on the rooftops for awhile and
drop in at the library for story hour.
See all the winners on page 23.
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It is distributed without
charge within the 45220 zip code.
A nominal charge applies
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P.O. Box 20067, Cincinnati, OH
45220 or by E-mailing
tom@tomlohre.com or by calling
Tom Lohre, managing editor
513-236-1704. Latest On-line
Chronicle: http://tomlohre.com/
chronicle.pdf

by Frederick Thomas
The essence of the Chronicle is
sharing interesting experiences with a
growing circle of friends. Last Fall’s visit
to the Val du Lot region of Southwest
France by a group of Cliftonites including
Marilyn and E.P. Harris, Phil Nuxhall,
Sandy Cohan and myself was to attend a
cooking school at Restaurant La
Récréation in the tiny village of Les
Arques, whose clients include European
royalty. It was co-hosted by Rosalie and
William Haas, proprietors of the Domaine
du Haut Baran, and organized by Marilyn.
We had no way to foresee that our visit
there would be returned here, nor end in
such a rewarding international friendship.
For Sandy and me the one week school
was part of a seven week ramble through
Western Europe in search of great history,
art, hotels and architecture but focusing
most upon great gastronomie. Our most
wonderful experience was cooking with a
group of neighbors under the direction of
master chef Jacques Ratier and his wife
and Maîtresse d’ Hôtel Noëlle, who makes
communication easy with flawless English.
In the course of the week we enjoyed
what I consider the best meal of my life.
Jacques has worked all over the world and
it shows in his choice of ingredients. Foie
gras is the signature dish of the region,
but it always faces the same problem: how
to balance its somewhat over-rich but
delicious taste with …something.
The “something” in Jacques’ creative
imagination is Granny Smith apples, and
the effect is electric. All the flavors blend
and the over-richness disappears. The
apples were sliced and sautéed in grape
seed oil. Tart apple juice from the sautée

formed a reduction in which the slices of
foie gras were themselves lightly sautéed.
The flavors fused and the finished dish
was served with a Mesclun salad. It was
the most intense flavor ever to pass my
lips. I thanked Jacques for this terrific
experience. He said that I could return the
favor sometime. We had no idea how
quickly that chance would come!
In early February Jacques and Noëlle
stopped in Clifton for a long weekend at
Marilyn’s invitation. Sandy and I volunteered to be their tour guides and hosts; I
made my house available to them when
they arrived Friday. We enjoyed first class
grazing food with Marilyn, then got some
much-needed sleep.

Noëlle & Master Chef Jacques Ratier

It was clear that our guests were blown
away by the hospitality but the best was
yet to come. Jacques spends part of his
vacations as a volunteer pit crew member

Marilyn Harris, Rosalie Haas, Jacques & Noëlle Ratier, Fred Thomas, Sandy Cohan & EP Harris

Saturday morning was spent with
Spiro Sarakatsannis, president of Dixie
Chili. We learned about the special meat
preparation and mixture of 17 spices which
make this local treat so memorable. Then
to Marilyn’s radio show featuring Jacques
and Noëlle, in which many questions were
oddly about French tourism. That evening
Jean-Robert de Caval hosted a dinner at
Pigalls in honor of Jacques and Noëlle. We
had two tired but very happy guests.
Sunday began with a guided tour of
Jungle Jim’s that was eye-opening,
especially the incredibly well-stocked fine
wine department and the many hundreds
of cheeses. Lunch at Trio featured
innovative pizzas followed by a drive
through Indian Hill and Covington’s
historic district. We crossed the Roebling,
toured the Ball Park, then to the Omni for a
glass of wine and some serious art deco
gazing. That evening Marilyn hosted a
special lasagna dinner for all school
attendees. The homemade lasagna had
little if any ricotta in it but a great deal of
Parmagiano-Reggiano. It was light and
terrific.

of various auto rally-racing teams. He
knows his cars, and when he saw my 30year-old-but-pristine Porsche 911 he was
smitten. Monday morning was his
opportunity. I warned him to be careful,
remember safety rules and speed limits.
Speed limits are 80 mph in France, and
infrequently observed. I went with him to
reinforce my warnings, but might have
saved my breath. On advice of counsel, I
will not say what happened, but it is
possible that Cincinnati has never been
“lapped” in so little time as by the flying
Frenchman. Thanks to our wonderful
police for graciously not noticing.
At the end, Jacques had the biggest
grin I had ever seen, and we took them to
the airport to see them off. As Sandy and I
drove away from the departures area, he
came out to do his best “Three Musketeers” bow. We were all teary-eyed. This
very international friendship will last and
grow, but meanwhile, Sandy and I are
going to start charging for our tour guide
services!
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he sends out 12 at a time with special
instructions to bring something back. This
year Santa had instructed one team to
bring back some of Grater's Peppermint
Stick ice cream for the elves. Lead by
Rudolph's brother Randolph, the team flew
straight toward Ludlow and Telford to
Santa's favorite Grater's. The snow was so
blinding that the reindeer found it impossible to land on top of the Grater's
building. They were running late so
Randolph had the team land on the low

Glenn Jodrey

Rudolph Comes
Through Again!

By Glenn Jodrey, 1st Place Essay Contest
Winner in his category.
It happened one Wintry night in
Clifton, the heavy snow fall was driven by
a windstorm and very few people were out
on the streets to even notice what was
about to happen.
Due to all the myths surrounding
Christmas, no one knew that Santa had
more than 9 reindeer. Fortunately for us,
Santa has 24 deer who try out each year
for the privilege of being one of the eight
who pull Santa's sleigh. In early December

and protected roof of the library. Randolph
then flew to the top of Grater's but he
stumbled and broke the GPS in his red
nose. Without his red nose he would have
to wait till help comes, so he stands watch
at Grater's while the 11 others continue to
be fed by the library staff. One day, after
the other 12 reindeer get some rest, you
will notice Randolph and his team are
gone. Then you will know that Rudolph
with his red nose has rescued them.
See all the winners on page 23.
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CTM Letter
from President
Linda Goldenhar
At the January 7th meeting, the CTM
Board of Trustees elected a new Executive
Committee comprised of Richard Druffel
and Mary Schubauer-Berigan (Vice
Presidents), Bill Gordon (Treasurer), Gary
Eby (Secretary) and me, Linda Goldenhar
(President). I decided the Chronicle, being
the newsletter of CTM, would be a good
venue for introducing myself to Clifton
residents.
I have lived in Cincinnati for 15.5
years, 9 of which have been in Clifton, the
rest in Northside. To be honest, until
becoming a Trustee in 2006, I knew very
little about CTM. I never participated in
CTM supported events and even though I
read the Chronicle, I never connected it
with CTM. I was, maybe like many of you,
a Cliftonite who loves living here but
never felt the need to get involved. But
then…
Someone asked us to be on the 2006
house tour. We decided that, although it
would be hard work getting the house
ready, we wanted to help CTM. Next we
hosted an awareness-raising party for the
new Clifton Cultural Arts Center. Still, we
never went to meetings nor were we CTM
members. In fall 2006, a board member
asked me to run for a trustee position. I
had heard stories about CTM, some
positive, most negative. I agreed to run
because I decided that rather than
listening to rumors and hearsay, I needed
to learn more about CTM for myself.

Linda Goldenhar, CTM president
photo by Eddie Horgan
Here’s what I’ve learned:

• The monthly CTM Board meetings are
where the Board conducts its work in an
open public forum. CTM is committed to
transparency. We want our discussions
and decisions heard and understood by
Clifton residents, whether in person,
through email or the Town Meeting's
quarterly Chronicle.
• CTM wants to hear from residents
about what they consider the important
issues and what will help us maintain our
strong community.
• CTM acts as a steward for Clifton by
gathering and disseminating information,
and responding to many civic issues, at
times taking a point-of-view on matters
such as the widening of I-75 or the
proposal to build a NIOSH facility adjacent
to Clifton.
• CTM is the liaison between the
community and government agencies and
corporations whose actions can affect
Clifton.
• CTM uses the money it collects from
membership dues and fundraising to
support activities that benefit Clifton and
its residents including:
The Chronicle
Streetscapes – (chalk murals on
Telford)
Community Plantings
Partial ownership and maintenance of
the new plaza (site of the former Bender
Optical) to help improve the Business
District.

Upfront costs for the house tour
(occurs every 3 years)
Opening ceremonies of Burnet Woods
trailside museum
Memorial Day Parade
Lantern Walk
Carriage Rides
Communicating with Clifton residents
via website and email list serve, as well as
paper mail to those without internet
access.
“Light Up Clifton” - leveraged Uptown
Consortium funding to purchase and
distribute compact fluorescent bulbs to all
Clifton homeowners.
• CTM also helped initiate several major
on-going projects:
• Main Street Project – Improving the
Business District using a model developed
by the Heritage Foundation and the
National Trust for Historic Preservation.
• The Clifton Cultural Arts Center – A
community multipurpose art center that
will be located in the old Clifton School
and Carriage house.
CTM’s work is carried out by a small
number of volunteers who could use help!
So in closing, let me borrow and adapt a
most famous remark:
“Ask not (only) what CTM can do for
you – (also) ask what you can do for your
community”
For starters please consider becoming
a CTM member, volunteer, and/or trustee.
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Clifton Town Meeting has been
actively working to make Clifton a better
place to live, work and play for all of its
residents and visitors. Here is a recap:
Citizens on Patrol is walking the
streets of Clifton, making the neighborhood safer and providing healthful
exercise for Clifton residents. As the
weather gets warmer, CTM encourages
anyone who has not yet done so to sign
up for Citizens on Patrol Training. Last
year crime was down by almost ten
percent. Applications are available from
the city’s website: cincinnati-oh.gov.
Detective Paul Meyer would like to
remind all of Clifton to keep your valuables out of sight when you park your
car.
CTM has allocated its Neighborhood
Support Funds in the following manner:
$4000 for the Clifton Chronicle, $1,500 to
defray insurance costs and $1,500 for
StreetScapes.
Clifton residents are reminded to join
or renew your membership in Clifton
Town Meeting. A membership form is
always available in the Chronicle. The
first 200 households to join or renew for
2008 will receive two free Cincinnati Zoo
tickets which may be used anytime before
1/31/2009. Many thanks to the Zoo for its
support of CTM's membership drive. The
Cincinnati Zoo is truly one of the great
treasures of our region.
The Bender Optical building has been
demolished to make way for the Ludlow

Avenue revitalization project. Construction should begin in June. Clifton Town
Meeting would like to thank Phil Herrick
and all of the others who have given
countless hours of their time on this
project, trying to make the business
district a better place.
The Limited Liability Company created
to handle the disposition of the Bender
Building has had some issues with the
property tax bill, but it appears CTM and
the LLC have come to an agreement to fix
it. Further details will be available at the
March meeting which, like all CTM
meetings, is open to the public. We
encourage you to attend.
CTM needs you to help come up with
some fundraising ideas. If you have any
ideas to help CTM raise funds to continue
its work in the community, please submit
them to Brad Thomas, care of the Clifton
Chronicle.
Have a wonderful spring and stop by
the next CTM meeting.

Chronicle
Help
Wanted
The
Chronicle is
looking for an
Ad Manager.
The non-paying
job requires
about 10 hours
work per issue.
The manager
generates an
initial list of
advertisers, informs the business
manager of new ads signed up and any
invoices requested, reviews a draft
issue and finally corrects mistakes.

Arr!
Da ya see a
Adobe Master, Sir!

The managing editor would like to thank Margaret, Paul, Lori & Fred for IT services. Extra special
thanks to Irene. Are you an electronic publishing master? I need your name. Moby Dick is after me.

Be a part of Clifton! Join Clifton Town Meeting Today!
Send a check or money order payable to Clifton Town Meeting; P.O. Box 20042, Cincinnati, OH 45220
Membership Categories

__Single (1 vote)..............................$14.00 __Senior Citizen (1 votes)......$20.00
__Household (2 votes).....................$20.00 __Senior Household (2 votes)$14.00
__Full-time college student (1 vote)$10.00 __Business (1 vote)................$14.00
__Life Membership (2 votes).........$180.00
Name(s):_________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________
Phone:__________________Fax: ________________ E-mail: __________________________________
Please print legibly. Note: Information provided on this form will be for official CTM business only!
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Photo by Tom Lohre
From left to right, Alberta Fishback, Ann Brown, Christine West, Lydia Gildea, Marion Siegmund, Jean Ferguson (center), Dorthy Graham &
Helen Alford enjoy Bingo at the Senior Center.

Senior Center
News

by Nita Briggs
For a second time Clifton Senior
Center has had a volunteer couple chosen
to be honored at the Ohio Department of
Aging’s JOINED HEARTS IN GIVING
recognition event. JOINED HEARTS IN
GIVING honors couples married at least
forty years who share a commitment to
community service. Ohio seniors and like
institutions throughout the state are
asked to nominate couples who fulfill
these requirements.
Our nominees this year were Betty
and Bob Sorrell who celebrated their 60th
wedding anniversary last fall with a huge
party here at the Center. Bob and Betty
live in the Clifton Place Apartments and
contribute to the Center’s activities every
day. They’re a warm, friendly and generous couple well-liked by all. We are very
proud to have them represent Clifton
Senior Center.
The Sorrels were invited to join
other honored couples from around Ohio
at a special reception with First Lady of
Ohio, Frances Strickland, at the
Governor’s residence on Valentine’s Day.
The honorees receive a certificate
commemorating their achievement as well
as a photo of them with the First Lady.
Unfortunately Betty had a bad fall and
suffered a broken hip so her Valentine’s

Day was spent in Good Samaritan
Hospital instead of Columbus. She is,
however, doing well and her indomitable
spirit will carry her through her rehabilitation. Our prayers and best wishes are with
her.
Marie and John Bucher were our first
couple to be honored with this award.
John has been active for many years in
sports activities for young people and
they both have volunteered tirelessly in
our Meals-On-Wheels program.
Being mindful of winter hazards for
our members, we keep our activities closer
to home in January and February. But it
has not been dull at the Center! In
addition to our regular in-house activities,
our folks were enchanted by a performance of the Larry Kinley Duo who sang,
played keyboard and charmed the ladies!
Jackie MacCoy also entertained with her

The Clifton Senior Center is always looking for
volunteers for Meals On Wheels. Please call
Nita Briggs at 861-6934 to volunteer.

banjo and a lively sing-along. Valentine’s
Day was marked with a Bring-Your-OwnTeacup (no mugs allowed) Tea. Even
though the “no mugs” prohibition didn’t
work very well, the event and a great
success!
As always, we cordially invite the
community to join us at Clifton Senior
Center to participate in our activities or to
explore volunteer opportunities. Call 8616934 for a calendar of events or for
information.
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that we are all faced with moral, ethical,
political and universal struggles. He
empowers those who come through his
doorway to change the world one person

or event at a time. The Baptist Collegiate
Ministry offers support to students
searching for a friend, a confidant, or just a
hot meal in friendly welcoming company.

Baptist
Collegiate
Ministry

Ken Dillard, the campus pastor for the
Baptist Collegiate Ministry, has called
Cincinnati his home since 1991 when he
was recruited here by a group of devoted
Southern Baptists who wanted to grow a
spiritual community in Clifton. Many
Cliftonites know his organization as the
Baptist Student Union even though the
majority of students are not Baptist.
Confused yet?
Ken, a native of Texas, felt the spiritual
call during college to make himself
available to people, especially to college
students. He felt that this was his vocation
ordained by the Lord.
Like many pastors I have met on my
spiritual journey, Ken’s philosophy about
people is to include, not exclude. He opens
the Ministry house to anyone. Ken is
smart and knows students. He centers
many events around food. On Tuesday
nights, Ken serves a family-style meal to
anyone who wants to attend. The meals
are donated by local groups and the policy
is “bring a friend.” A meal is shared and
people start to talk about their daily lives
and experiences. After dinner small groups
are encouraged to meet to talk about
topics discussed on a local weekly radio
show (Thursdays at 7:00 on TUC 400).
Some stay, some go. But everyone always
feels welcome.
Most famously, Ken and his house are
known for pancakes, just plain old fluffy
pancakes smothered in maple syrup. The
first weekend of every school year The
Baptist Collegiate Ministry serves a feast
of pancakes. A Ministry student sits at
each table and other Ministry students
serve those who come by. The only
stipulation is that diners must sit at a table.
Ken teaches that change can best take
place on a smaller relational level with
people. And students who actually live in
the Ministry house are responsible for its
management and a committee of students
set the Ministry agenda. He understands

Wooden structure created by the Art Academy’s Summer Art Program at the Cultural Center.

Art Academy of
Cincinnati 2008
Summer Art
Program at
Clifton School

By Bobbi Vallery
This summer, like the past two summers, the old Clifton School building,
future home of the Clifton Cultural Arts
Center, will be the site of Camp Art
Academy, the Art Academy of Cincinnati’s
summer program for five to twelve year
olds. Once again there will be many young
artists making great artwork in and around
the building. The sculpture team, Thin Air
Studio, will again be working with Campers
to create another fascinating wooden
structure on the Clifton Avenue lawn.
Camp Art Academy is a terrific
experience for kids interested in making
visual art and learning about art and
artists. Campers are able to come to full or
half-day classes for any of the six weeks of
Camp from June 9 through July 25. The
Camp Art Academy experience also
includes field trips, visiting artists, T-shirts

and tote bags, and best of all, the opportunity to meet and work with fellow artists
from all over the area.
Camp begins with “Looking Through
Artists’ Eyes.” This first week will introduce and review drawing, painting and
sculpture techniques emphasizing skills of
observation. Campers will also see how
other artists have viewed and recorded
observations. All the classes of Camp are
based on hands-on learning and creative
activities. Instructors are professional
artists and/or art educators and many
classroom assistants are Art Academy of
Cincinnati undergraduates.
Each year Campers visit other cultures
via art during the “Art Around the World”
week. This year they will look through an
artist’s eyes at Australian Arts and Crafts,
particularly the art of the Australian
Aboriginal peoples, dreamtime paintings,
carvings and weavings. In subsequent
weeks Campers will “Look Under the Sea,”
“Look at Flora and Fauna” and “Look at
Buildings.” The last week is the very
popular “Drawing and Sculpting Cartoons
and Comics.”
Some financial need scholarships are
available. Call 513-562-8748 or check the
website at www.artacademy.edu for details
and costs.
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Kids Page
By Stephanie Shirley

Put a little Spring into
your Step

With warmer weather and pretty
flowers starting to bloom, it is time to start
planning how to use all of that great
spring energy. Here are both indoor and
outdoor suggestions for spring activities.
Rain, Rain, Don’t Go Away!—Get out
your rain boots and umbrella and take
advantage of the spring rain. You can have
a contest to see who can catch the most
rain drops in a cup or see who can make
the biggest splash in a puddle.
Bring The Outdoors In—With
Cincinnati’s fickle weather it can be
difficult to start an early spring garden so
why not bring the beauty of a garden
indoors. Gather or buy terra cotta pots and
paint them in beautiful spring colors. Plant
various types of flowers, either bulbs or
ones that have already bloomed. Designate a sunny spot near a window for your
garden and invite the whole family to
enjoy its beauty without having to worry
about spring frost or fluctuating temperatures.
Spring Cleaning Can Be Fun—Using
that spring energy is a great way to get
things organized in your room or house.
Little ones can be involved in sorting

items by category (animals in one bin,
trucks in another) and can help sort winter
clothes into storage boxes.
Add Colorful Spring Art—This is also
a great time to change up art work in the
kids’ bedrooms. Allow them to create
spring masterpieces for framing and
display them in any room to add great
spring warmth.

Explore Nature—Spring is the perfect
time to explore nature and discover
wildlife. Take a walk and play spring “ I
Spy.” For Example: I Spy something
yellow (a daffodil) or I spy something blue
(a blue jay). You can also dig for worms in
the yard, build a bird feeder and watch the
birds come to eat, or visit a local pond and
check in on the tadpoles.
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Photo by Tom Lohre
The first school bus arrives at the new school. The art teacher Mary Glynn Auer holds one of the
many colorful thank you posters made by students for the workmen on Saftey Pizza Thursday.

community and the Clifton residents.
Several years ago the communities met to
identify common wants and needs through
the community engagement process. Out
of these conversations came the recognition that both communities have strong
ties to the arts. The concept of the Clifton
Cultural Arts Center came about as a
product of the community engagement
process.
Cincinnati Public Schools recognizes
and supports school buildings as community learning centers. As such both the
school facility and CCAC will be vital
supports to the Clifton community.
The community engagement process
was followed by the design phase. During
this phase a joint committee met with the
architectural design firm Glaserworks. The
building was designed to fit the needs of
the school but ascetically fit in with the
surrounding neighborhood. The building
which will open for business in Aug. 2008
will hold 650 students and will be full to
capacity.

Happenings at
Immanuel
Presbyterian
Church

Photo by Tom Lohre
Voice teacher Kathleen Hofmann leads the Fairview-Clifton choir in the new cafeteria.

Fairview-Clifton
German
Language
School

By Principal Karen Mulligan
By now most in the Clifton community
and the thousands traveling daily on
Clifton Avenue, have seen the emergence
of a new school building for the Fairview-

Clifton German Language School.
Fairview-Clifton is a city-wide magnet
school that teaches German as a second
language. The program consists of an allday preschool through grade six. Students
enter in preschool through grade one on a
first-come/first-served basis. Students may
enter in grades two through six if they
have a background in German or a desire
to learn German. All students grades K-6
receive daily German instruction by
certified German teachers.
The new building is a product of many
years of collaboration between the school

Immanuel Presbyterian Church is
holding its annual community Easter Egg
Hunt on Saturday, March 22nd at 10:00
a.m. on the church grounds, 3445 Clifton
Ave. Children, ages 1 and up, will hunt for
eggs filled with candy and eggs designated for prizes. The Easter Bunny will be
there to take pictures and refreshments will
be served. Bring your family and friends
and a basket or a bag for collecting your
eggs.
Vacation Bible School
Mark your calendar now for
Immanuel’s community—wide evening
Vacation Bible School to be held July 1418th for children age 4 through 6th grade.
Following a light supper, children will
enjoy storytelling, singing, crafts, and
games. We are partnering with the Clifton
United Methodist Church to develop a fun
and educational experience. Co-chairing
this event are long time Clifton residents
JoAnn Clifton and Betsy Mann.
For questions about either event,
please call the church office at 751-0312.
Kathy Barber
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Ten-Vegetable
Stew

Say hello to warmer weather with this
delectable vegetable stew. It combines
ingredients that are available in winter—
such as fennel and carrots—with some of
the tender vegetables associated with
spring. The long list of veggies will take
awhile to prepare, but you’ll be rewarded
with a spectacular dish and unexpected
flavors. Substitute some butter for the
margarine for a real treat.
Serve as a vegetarian main course with
crusty bread, or with roasted chicken.
(Makes about 6 servings)

Ingredients:

6 T no trans-fat margarine, divided
6 cloves garlic, peeled
12 young carrots, about 3 inches long,
scrubbed (or use precut “baby” carrots)
24 radishes, scrubbed and trimmed
1 bulb fennel, trimmed and cut lengthwise into eighths
2 large bay leaves
2-3 sprigs parsley

CliftonChronicle
12 scallions cut on diagonal
1/4 lb. green beans, trimmed and
snapped into 2-inch lengths
1/4 lb. trimmed asparagus, cut into 1inch slices
1 leek, white part only, rinsed and thinly
sliced
1 small zucchini, sliced in one-quarterinch pieces
1/2 lb. sliced mushrooms
Juice of one-half lemon
3 T chopped parsley
Salt and freshly ground black pepper,
to taste

Instructions:

In a large, deep skillet or Dutch oven,
melt 3 T margarine over medium-low heat.
Add garlic, carrots, radishes and fennel
pieces, tossing to coat with the margarine.
Bury the bay leaves and parsley sprigs in
the center of the pot, cover tightly, and
leave the vegetables to sweat over low
heat for about 30 minutes or until they are
tender enough to stick with the point of a
knife. Frequently, remove the cover and stir
gently; if liquid cooks away, add a few
tablespoons of water so that juices are
retained.
Add scallions, green beans, asparagus
and leeks, stirring to mix well. Cover and
cook for another 10 minutes.
Meanwhile, in another skillet, melt the
remaining 3 T of margarine (or a combo of
margarine and butter) over medium heat

and sauté the zucchini and mushrooms for
about 5 minutes, until tender. Add lemon
juice and stir well.
Add the zucchini-mushroom mixture
to the stew, stirring well. Remove the bay
leaves and parsley sprigs, cover and cook
for another 5 minutes to allow flavors to
mix. Sprinkle with chopped parsley,
season with salt and pepper, and serve
immediately.
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Lambs, lions, cats and dogs! Splashing through puddles of sun-shiny fog!
Oh, the wonderful promise of spring and
the light-headed silliness it can bring! I

think I’ll stop exclaiming kite-flying
nonsense and let you know what is
happening at the Clifton branch library
over the next couple of months.
We are in the midst of the On the Same
Page city wide reading project. Now in its
seventh year, OTSP is an annual community book club designed “to enhance our
sense of community through a shared
reading event which encompasses all of
Hamilton County.” For information about
library-sponsored book discussions
related to OTSP, please check the website
at http://www.cincinnatilibrary.org/
samepage/2008/cbhabout.asp, stop in the
library or check our web page. This year’s
selection is Coal Black Horse, a Civil War
era novel by Robert Olmstead. The OTSP
teen selection is Nikki Grimes’ novel Bronx
Masquerade, a 2003 Coretta Scott King
Award Winner, which portrays high school
English students expressing themselves to
each other through poetry. Join us for
exciting discussions.
If you’re looking for great books to
share with friends, please join us for the
Clifton Book Discussion Group. The group
meets the second Wednesday of each
month at 10:30 a.m. Upcoming titles and
dates are as follows:
March 12: Coal Black Horse (OTSP
selection) by Robert Olmstead
April 19: The Girls
by Lori Lansens

May 14: Austenland
by Shannon Hale
June 11: Doctor Zhivago
by Boris Pasternak
We also offer preschool story time
every Tuesday at 10 a.m. Lots of fun
books, songs and movement and rhymes
make story time fun for children and
encourage early literacy development.
Come join the fun! We also offer a bedtime
story time the 3rd Thursday of each month
at 7 p.m. on March 20th, April 17th, May
15th and June 19th. Pajamas are welcome!
Hola! Nih Hao! Konnichiwa!
Namaste! Guten Tag! Bonjour!
And…Hello! We offer ESL English
Conversation Hour for those new to
English every Thursday at 1:00 p.m. Join
us to practice English and to meet new
people.
Well, that about does it for spring
happenings at the library. Now if you will
excuse me, I have a kite to fly.
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On My Mind
Fingers that once flew flawlessly over piano keys
no longer straighten up without prodding.
Tiny elves recklessly hammer
up and down my back
Just yesterday, a twinge in my ankle led
to the amazing discovery of a new
fleshy cushion surrounding the bone.
How do such things happen?
What I absolutely abhor is people who ask,
What did you do? Do they think I
stepped out into thin air?
Slept on a cement mixer?
Attempted to tinkle the keys palms up?
My friend Jenny insists
she suffers from Advanced Old Age.
I tell her there is no such disease entity
but — standing unsteadily on spindly legs,
she is decidedly unmoved.
Okay, maybe I do
have a dose of Advanced Old Age.
Maybe I don’t want to admit it, like those
doctors of the mind who—never mind!

CliftonChronicle

Recently, breathlessly, I told a 20 year old
Japanese student I just couldn’t keep pace with her.
When I am your age, she said,
I will move slowly, just like you!
Now, can you imagine an American girl saying that?
If she could even bother to speak to an old woman,
could even think of herself growing old some day.
I like to imagine that
if and when I achieve AOA
I will be amused at the sight of young persons
burrowing, gathering, hauling
and beginning the cycle over again—
a mindless colony of black ants.
I like to think
that I will turn my eyes
to the brilliant strip
of orange sun
slowly fading
beyond the western hills,
that I will turn my mind
to the mysterious
beauty
of yet
another
dawn.
cjh
revision, 1/29/08

Page 13

CliftonChronicle

Left to right: Cheryl Stamm & Alleen Manning

Local Resident
Follows Her
Passion for
Fashion

Clifton Gaslight resident Cheryl Stamm
and longtime friend Alleen Manning have
traded in their previous careers to pursue a

new business marketing top of the line
fashions and fashion consulting services
to east side residents from Clifton to
Indian Hill.
Says Ms. Stamm, “Alleen and I have
always loved fashion but have usually
been on the consumer side. Now we have
turned a hobby into a business.” Cheryl
Stamm, formerly a sales executive in the
software business, has always dressed
well and now looks forward to combining
her skills in the new business.
Bill Blass New York, the contemporary
line of the iconic Bill Blass Couture, made
its debut last September. Stamm and
Manning will be hosting four shows this
year at Kim’s Fine Design and Alterations
in Old Montgomery by appointment, true
to the private shopping experience
pioneered by Blass himself. The collection
runs the gamut from straightforward
sportswear and feminine suiting to
standout eveningwear. It is a bridge-priced
line complete with beautiful details,
exquisite fabrics and designer styling.
Take a look at www.billblassnewyork.com.
For more information contact Cheryl
Stamm at 513-751-1388 – 513-675-0003 or
Alleen Manning at 513-576-0636 – 513-7025681.

Green Clifton

By Larry Holt
Bottled Water?
Here’s a conundrum. All those empty
water bottles in Clifton recycling bins.
Here are some facts about water in
bottles:

Bottled water costs up to 1,000 times
more than tap water!
Last year, Americans bought almost 35
billion bottles of non-sparkling water!
There are more standards regulating
tap water than bottled.
1.5 million tons of plastic (or 1 1/2
million barrels of oil) each year are used to
make all those bottles.
Toxic chemicals are released during the
manufacture and disposal of the bottles.
Emissions from transporting bottled
water contribute to climate change.
And what about taste? In one test of a
name-brand water against filtered tap
water almost two-thirds of the testers
either preferred the tap water or couldn't
tell the difference.
Buying all that bottled water actually
undermines our tap water systems by
reducing usage.
Oh, and those recyling bins? Only 20%
of water bottles are recycled. The rest
(about 30 billion) go to landfills or litter.
Now that’s how to lay an egg!
A recent study found that free range
eggs compared to conventional
commercial eggs contain:
• 1/3 less cholesterol
• 1/4 less saturated fat
• 2/3 more vitamin A
• 2 times more omega-3 fatty acids
• 3 times more vitamin E
• 7 times more beta carotene
Oh, and the chickens are happier too!
Sources: Mother Earth News,
Mercola.com, Treehugger.com

Sarah Knowlton, Irene Moore, Tina Ullrich, Lisa Shusterman, Sarah Henderson and Christina
Gorrell discuss Atonement. The Clifton
Mother’s Study Group Book Club meets on the
last Monday of the month.
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Web Site News
by Bill Fant, Webmaster, CTM Trustee
A group of individuals from CTM has
been working over the past 6 months to
redesign the CliftonCommunity.org web
site and the CliftonNews list.
Today, we are unveiling a new design
which will support additional features,
including members only sections, blogs,
discussion groups, on-line applications
and on-line payment options. We have also
added more information related to life in
Clifton.
We will be adding additional pages and
providing direct links to The Clifton
Chronicle in the near future. As with any
new technology, there will be a short period
of adjustment necessary to accommodate
all users and web browsers.
Please be patient and provide comments to us about what you like and don’t
like about our site. If you find an error or
want to provide a comment about the site,
send them to
ContactCTM@CliftonCommunity.org.
The new CliftonNews postings will
come from
CliftonNews@list.CliftonCommunity.org
instead of CliftonNewsBounce@CliftonCommunity.org. If you
have a spam filter set for the previous list,
you may want to make the appropriate
change in your settings.
This News is brought to you by the
Clifton Town Meeting, your neighborhood
community council. Please visit us at
www.cliftoncommunity.org.

Impact 100
Presents Grants

By Frederick Thomas
Press Release By Amy Gasser Callow
Impact 100 is a philanthropic women’s
organization committed to funding
Cincinnati charitable initiatives. Each of at
least 100 members donate $1000 per year,
all of which goes back into the community,
in a limited number of grants. Over $1.2
million has been granted since 2002.
Cliftonite Elaine Suess is a long-time
member.
Impact 100 presented two checks in
the amount of $108,500 each to its nonprofit grant winners for 2007: Cincinnati
Works Next Step NetWork program and

CliftonChronicle
Elementz Hip Hop Youth Center on
November 8, 2007. Cincinnati Works will
expand its program to assist youths age
18-24 coming out of foster care to obtain
and hold jobs. Elementz will expand its
programs using hip-hop to teach leadership skills in the Over-the-Rhine area.
The event was hosted by Cincinnati
Magazine and Bill France, owner of the
Drexel Heritage and Henredon Stores at
Kenwood Place.

How many head of Trustee do you have?

Runaway & Homeless
Youth Division

Youth Crisis Center
3330 Jefferson Avenue, Cincinnati,
Ohio 45220
Phone: (513) 961-4080, Fax: (513) 9616578, 1-800-474-4129
http://www.lys.org/Programs/
Runaway_and_Homeless_Youth_Division.html
Director: Geoffrey Hollenbach, e-mail:
ghollenbach@lys.org
This is an emergency shelter and
hotline service that provides crisis
intervention and a safe haven for young
people when their living situation is
disrupted or endangered. The Youth Crisis
Center is the only facility in the Cincinnati
area where unaccompanied youth, ten
through seventeen years old and homeless 18 year olds who are full time students, can seek shelter and safety. The
Youth Crisis Center is a twenty-bed
emergency facility open twenty-four hours
a day, 365 days per year. The Youth Crisis
Center also operates a twenty-four hour
youth crisis line at 513-961-4080. Admission Criteria: Male or Female 10-17 years
old (18 yr old FT students may enter.)

CTM Trustees

Becker, Ron
Berten, John
Bishop, George
Bourgoin, Jack
Druffel, Dick (Vice President)
Eby, Gary (Secretary)
Elovitz, Mike
Bill Fant
Glazier, Elizabeth
Goldenhar, Linda (President)
Gordon, Bill (Treasurer)
Stephen Keller
Kieft, David
Lee, Robin
McLaughlin, Al
Montgomery, Malcolm
Schubauer-Berigan, Mary (Vice
President)
Segers, Jim
Slack, Steve
Thomas,Brad

Northside Farmers’
Market

Starting Wednesday, June 4th the
Northside Farmers’ Market will open for
it’s seventh season. The Market is located
at the corner of Hamilton Avenue and
Lingo Streets, in the heart of the business
district, and will feature locally grown
produce, baked goods and special events.
Hours are 3 – 7:30 p.m. For more information go to Northside.net and click on Get
Involved.
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Cincinnati Police District 5

CliftonTown Meeting

The Clifton Town Meeting is an official
community council recognized by the City
of Cincinnati. CTM, as it is commonly
referred to, is the planning and policy
organization for the residents of Clifton.

CTM Meeting Schedule

The CTM Board meets on the first
Monday of every month at 7 p.m. at the
Clifton Recreation Center.
Meeting dates are:
April 7
May 5
June 2
In months in which a holiday falls on
the first Monday, the meeting will generally be moved to the second Monday.
Each meeting starts with a police
report, Recreation Center report and
special presentations.

How to contact CTM

E-mail:
ContactCTM@CliftonCommunity.org or
call and leave a message at the CTM voice
mailbox: 513-861-5946. Write to:
Clifton Town Meeting
P.O. Box 20042
Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
Web Site:
http://www.cliftoncommunity.org/

The Clifton Cultural Arts Center is
looking for alumni of Clifton School. If you
or someone you know attended Clifton
School, please send your name and email
address to info@cliftonculturalarts.org or
mail your
name and address to:
Clifton School Alumni
Clifton Cultural Arts Center
P.O. Box 20041
Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
www.cliftonculturalarts.org
513-497-2860

Jon Cramer
Clifton Main Street Manager
jon@ludlowavenue.com
Clifton Gaslight Main Street
325 1/2 Ludlow Avenue
Cincinnati, OH 45220
www.ludlowavenue.com
513-324-4232

Uptown Consortium
Clifton Community Fund

This endowed fund is managed by the
Greater Cincinnati Foundation.
The yearly profit from the fund is
available for the beautification, preservation, and cultural enhancement of the
Clifton Community.
We urge all lovers of Clifton to
contribute to this endowment so it can
become even more effective. Every penny
counts so write your check today payable
to the Greater Cincinnati Foundation/
Clifton Fund and send to:
The Greater Cincinnati Foundation
200 West Fourth Street
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202-2602
http://www.greatercincinnatifdn.org/

The Uptown Consortium is a nonprofit organization made up of Uptown's
five largest employers: Cincinnati
Children's Hospital Medical Center,
Cincinnati Zoo & Botanical Garden, The
Health Alliance of Greater Cincinnati,
TriHealth, Inc. and the University of
Cincinnati. Uptown generally includes the
neighborhoods of Avondale, Clifton,
Clifton Heights, Corryville, Fairview, Mt.
Auburn and University Heights. Together,
the center city and Uptown compose the
core of the region.
http://www.uptownconsortium.org
Uptown Consortium, Inc.
629 Oak Street, Suite 306
Cincinnati, OH 45206
Phone: 513.861.8726
Fax: 513.861.1902

24 Hour CPOP Telephone:
513-368-1346
1012 Ludlow Avenue
Cincinnati, Ohio 45223
http://www.cincinnati-oh.gov/cpd/
Clifton Neighborhood Officers
Katrina Neal - 569-8593
Jason Pechiney - 569-8594
Governor Williams - 569-8595

Citizens on Patrol

The next set of training dates for
volunteers for Citizens on Patrol will be
available soon. People should contact
Officer Terri Windeler at 352-3533. Her email address is
Terri.Windeler@cincinnati-oh.gov.

We are a group of Clifton area mothers
who meet monthly to connect with other
moms, share ideas, network, and learn from
professionals invited to speak at meetings.
Monthly meetings are held at members'
homes on the second Tuesday of each
month from September to May. To join,
drop by our next meeting or contact Kelly
by e-mail kellystiles@mac.com or by
phone at 513-281-6991. http://
www.cliftonmom.org

Clifton Recreation Center

Phone: 513-961-5681
320 McAlpin Ave
Cincinnati, Ohio 45220
clifton@cincinnati-oh.gov
http://www.cincinnati-oh.gov
Located next to the Cultural Center.
Membership: Seniors/Teens/Children $8
Adult $15

Cincinnati Preservation Association
342 West Fourth Street
Cincinnati, Ohio 45202
Phone: 513-721-4506
Fax: 513-721-6832
info@cincinnatipreservation.org
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Kentucky
Museum Names
New Gallery
After Cliftonite
Wolfgang A.
Ritschel

Edited by Frederick H. Thomas
The Behringer-Crawford Museum, in
Devou Park Covington Kentucky
(www.bcmuseum.org), recently celebrated
the Grand Opening of its new four-story
Annex, containing among others a Gallery
named for Clifton artist Wolfgang A.
Ritschel. Since its opening the new
WOLFGANG A. RITSCHEL GALLERY has
exhibited a solo show entitled “Kentucky
on My Mind,” all twenty-one Ritschel
paintings from the permanent collection of
the Museum. The themes of the artwork
include city and landscapes, churches,
state parks, and the rural and industrial
economy of Kentucky. Each painting has a
narrative describing the artist’s intentions
and interpretations.
As a special attraction, the connecting
space between the old and the new
Museum buildings also features three
large stained-glass windows, which the
Museum commissioned Ritschel to create.
The intensely vibrant and colorful
windows tell the story of the “People of
Northern Kentucky,” the “Archeology in
Northern Kentucky,” and “Transportation
in Northern Kentucky” — reflecting the
major focal points of the Museum. Ritschel
spent 599 hours personally to complete
the windows.
Wolfgang A. Ritschel, originally from
Austria, has lived in Clifton since 1968,
when he joined the University of Cincinnati, teaching Pharmacokinetics in the
College of Pharmacy and Pharmacology in
the College of Medicine. In his academic
career he published 14 books in his field
and more than 450 scientific articles.
In the mid-nineties he retired as
Professor Emeritus and started his “other”
life full-time as an artist, after having
studied art in his youth and continuing to
paint all his life. Since his retirement he has
had more than 60 solo exhibitions in the
US, Europe and South America and
participated in more than 250 group
shows.

Wolfgang explains one of his paintings in the new addition of the Behringer-Crawford Museum

Besides his Clifton studio he maintains
a studio at the PENDLETON ART CENTER
in downtown Cincinnati, at 1310 Pendleton
St, Studios 713/14, where he exhibits his
paintings and sculpture the last Friday of
the month from 6 to 10 pm, and the
Saturday after the Final Friday from 10 am
to 2 pm. For more information about his

artwork and special events visit
www.WolfgangRitschel.com. (Ed. Note:
Please visit this web site. You will be as
astonished as were we at the breadth and
quality of Professor Ritschel’s superb and
highly original artwork. We are lucky to
have him as a neighbor.)
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New Shop on
Ludlow

By Jennifer Thipsukhum
When my sister, Liz Chumtong, told me
that she and her husband were planning to
close the retail location for Saki Silver to
focus on their wholesale business, I felt I
was losing a family friend. In the years her
shop was open, I spent so many happy
hours there, learning about jewelry,
choosing the perfect gift, visiting my sister
and her family, and revisiting my teenage
years hanging out on Ludlow.
I had just given birth to my son Oliver
Narudom Thipsukhum. My husband Thiva
was in Thailand waiting for his visa to be
approved. Just as I started looking at
daycare options for Oliver so that I could
go back to work, Liz called and suggested
that I take over the Saki shop. I was
inspired and decided that this was a great
opportunity for me and my family.
NARU (my son's middle name) is full
of wonderful things. My goal from that
first day was to create a fun place with a
little something for everyone. I wanted to
help my customers decorate their homes,
give great gifts, and treat themselves to
unique versions of everyday items such as
mirrors, vases, frames, clocks, playing
cards, kitchen, bath, and barware. In the
years that Saki was open, I loved having a
place to shop when I wanted to give a gift,
and I want Naru to offer that, too—an
eclectic and affordable selection of the
fun, the funky and the functional.
We've got Saki's retail line of finished
jewelry and gorgeous silk scarves and
Blossom Jewelry by artist Amy Boehm.
I've developed my own line of jewelry
specializing in freshwater pearls and
birthstones. We've also got a great
selection of incense, candles, Primal
Elements handmade soaps, Japanese dish
sets, and a changing array of new items

Callie Jacks

Santa's Mistake

from many companies including Umbra
and Kikkerland.
Naru Gifts (http://narugifts.com)
officially opened on November 3, 2007.
The Christmas season was full of activity
and fun. The welcome we've received from
people at other shops and restaurants on
Ludlow and the residents of Clifton has
been wonderful. Please stop in to say
hello. Thiva, Oliver and I would love to
meet you.

By Callie Jacks, 1st Place Essay Contest
Winner in her category.
It happened one wintry night in
Clifton. Santa was delivering books to the
library and ice cream to Graeter's. All he
could think about was getting home to the
North Pole.. .to Mrs. Claus' cookies..
.opening his own presents.. .drinking hot
coco.
Soon it was time for him to leave his
favorite neighborhood in Cincinnati..
.Clifton. He jumped into the sleigh
forgetting to hitch up his reindeer. The
sleigh started and flew on all the Christmas
spirit.
Back at the North Pole, still thinking
about hot coco and cookies, he unhitched
the empty reindeer harness. He could hear
the reindeer running off to their homes.
Wait.. .that was not the sound of reindeer,
that was elves shoes on the snow. "Where
are my reindeer?!" he yelled. "Hey, dude,
maybe you left them at Graeter's," said one
elf. "Or maybe at the library," said another.
Santa thought about the big mistake
he had made. "Bring me some hot coco,
then I'm getting my reindeer," said Santa.
Santa drank his coco in one gulp, jumped
in his sleigh, and was off.
When he got there, all the reindeer
were inside Graeter's, slurping ice cream.
He hitched up the reindeer and flew home
safe and sound. "Yay!" the elves cheered.
Santa sat down in his armchair with
coco and cookies. Suddenly, an elf came
bursting in and yelled, "Santa, you forgot
Rudolph." And that was just one more big
thing to deal with.
See all the winners on page 23.
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Annunciation School

Submitted by Scott Kramer
Snow and ice, rain and sleet—such a
dreary winter. But gladden your hearts for
Annunciation School is here. We want to
welcome everyone to the first ever
Gaslight Gala Event on Saturday, April
19th. This is an adult evening of entertainment, food, and spirits that is sure to
brighten any somber mood.
The Annunciation International
Festival is also approaching. On April
24th, the students will dance into your
hearts with jigs from around the globe and
also tempt your palates with exotic
delicacies from foreign lands. It will be a
night that you will find charming and
enthralling and not want to miss.
Annunciation School is currently
registering new students for the upcoming
school year, but act fast. Classes are filling
up quickly and we want to accept every
possible child. Everyone wants to be a
part of the magic that is Annunciation
School.
You can call the school for more
information about these events and 20082009 registration. 221-1230

April Fool’s Day at the New School. Kelly Cunningham at top, Jonathon Taffe looking this way,
Max Schweitzer is on the extreme right hand corner.

The New School

Submitted by Anne Baumgardner
“Education is acquired, not by
listening to words, but by experiences in
the environment." —Maria Montessori
If you had to pick one word to
describe the kindergarteners' field trip to
Avon Woods Nature Center, "enthusiasm"
would be the one to choose. The children
ran from tree to tree teaching their parents
the difference between deciduous and
coniferous—spilling words like "biomes"
and "temperate forest" as they welcomed
their parents to experience nature.
The children have "traveled the

Photo by Tom Lohre
Therese Shiffert, Julie Wagner, Colette Wagner, Alexis Chatman, Stacie Grant, Hallie Grant, Helen
Lohre, Nancy Chatman, Lydia Grant & Sydney Wagner enjoy eating and selling Girl Scout Cookies.

globe" in their preparations for
Internation'oliday. They worked together
to bring holidays from around the world to
life. On this year's calendar: April Fool's
Day, Korean New Year and the Brazilian
"Carnival." We went back in time to
experience Greek culture, dress, poetry and
food as we celebrated The Panathenaic
Festival.
Even Elvis joined us for the Mexican
celebration of The Day of the Dead with
his "blue suede shoes."

North Avondale
Montessori

Submitted by Chris and Ben Pantoja
Studies show that exercise in schools
improves learning as well as health. If your
child goes to North Avondale Montessori
(NAM), they will have unusual options for
exercise. NAM's "Cincinnati Ropin'
Rockets" is a competition jump rope team
that has included National and World
Champions. Six members of the Ropin'
Rockets jump rope team will represent the
United States this summer at the International Rope Skipping Federation World
Championships in Cape Town, South
Africa.
Another fitness opportunity is just
being developed. Gaiam Outlet in Mason,
Ohio, generously donated several vanfulls of exercise equipment to NAM.
Shelley Stein, Assistant Principal, and
the School Wellness Committee hope to
use this equipment to make fitness part of
a NAM student's daily life. The equipment
includes yoga mats, punching bags, steps,
stability balls, and stretch bands.
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Concordia Lutheran
School

Submitted by Mindy Horgan
We are thrilled to invite you to the
Annual Spring Fling at Concordia the
evening of May 3. Join us for the party to
include hors d'oeuvres, soft drinks, beer
and wine. We will have a silent auction
including a dessert auction sponsored by
some of the best bakers in town.
If you'd like to donate an auction item
to advertise your business, we'd be very
grateful.
Concordia is accepting enrollment of
pre-school through eighth grade for the
2008-2009 school year. Before and after
school child care is available for all
students of the school beginning at 6:30
a.m. and ending at 6 p.m.
March 2-8 is Lutheran Schools Week.
Market Day will be returning to Concordia
March 15. Food can be ordered online at
www.marketday.com and picked up at
Concordia.

Waldorf Springs into
Action

Submitted by Christine Masur
Cincinnati Waldorf School students
are outside in all types of weather and this
winter, the students are spending recess
time hiding, climbing and fostering their
imaginations in the amazing new play yard
structures created by the grade four
students in conjunction with Thin Art
Studio. These incredible works of art
recycled from reclaimed river wood serve
as a lasting lesson for student studies in
Ohio Geography & Structure Building
blocks (http://web.mac.com/eakreimer/
ThinAirStudio/Home.html.) Inside the
classrooms, from the smells of bread
baking in kindergarten to the smells of
chemistry experiments in grade eight, CWS
students are experiencing the rigors of the
Waldorf curriculum hands-on and smiles
on! Learn more about Waldorf:
www.cincinnatiwaldorfschool.org.
Open Enrollment is now in progress
and there will be an Open House, April 12,
from 10:00 am until 1:00 pm.

Fairview German
Language School

Submitted by Kristen Walters
Despite the frigid weather, future
Fairview parents spent the weekend
“camping out” at Fairview to ensure that
their children got one of the coveted spots
in the preschool, kindergarten, or first
grade classes for the 2008-2009 school
year. This impromptu camp-out proved to
be controversial as the debate over the
Cincinnati Public Schools Magnet Sign-Up
Policy became front page news.
The majority of the parents who spent
the weekend at Fairview were not opposed
to the current policy, but would welcome
improvements.
Overall, they were glad that they had
the opportunity to do this and said that a
"Fairview" education was worth spending
the weekend camping out at the school
site.. These parents were frustrated by the
inconsistencies and confusion brought on
by the School Board in changing sign-up
dates without clear directives regarding
alternative dates.

Fairview-Clifton choir prepares to sing for the construction workers at their new school.

Children at Cincinnati Waldorf School created
a wooden structure with Thin Air Studio artists.
This project was part of the 4th grade
“Shelters” curriculum block.
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Rec Center
News

By Arnelle Dow
Clifton Recreation Center celebrated
the retirement of Dale Doerman in November after 30 years of service to Cincinnati.
He has supervised city-wide arts, literary
arts, outdoor adventures, river skills, and
he has served as a grant writer. We wish
him continued success and expect to see
him often in Clifton. At present the
community center directors, Arnelle Dow,
Jim Moore, and Joe Goeldner, will continue
to serve you.
When the city schools were closed
over the holiday season, the Recreation
Center ran daily mini camps featuring
programs, leisure time, games, and field
trips for the children of our community.
Also during the holiday Cincinnati Bell
donated toys, games, hats, gloves and
books to each child at the center during a
lovely party. All gifts were presented in
wonderful hand-made stockings. We all
send a warm thank you to Cincinnati Bell!
We continue to offer Family Fun Night
every Wednesday from 6:30 to 8:00 pm.
Does your family need a night out? Our
game room featuring many games and a
pool table is open from 6:30 until 7:10.
From 7:15 until 8:00 our gym is available
for families to enjoy. Our biggest audience
so far is toddlers and their parents. We
offer a kid-friendly environment with open
spaces and safe toys and equipment. Got
cabin fever? Come our way on Wednesday
evenings. For more information or to ask
about membership, call Arnelle at 961-5681.
Seniors enjoyed a Christmas luncheon
and holiday displays at The Taft Museum
on December 20. Our senior group meets
every Thursday from 10:00-2:00. We
recently ventured out to the Rt. 4/Hamilton
area to shop at a Goodwill store, enjoy a
barbeque restaurant, and make our biannual trip to Jungle Jims. The city senior
van was on hand to assist. We also visited
the Behringer-Crawford Museum in
Covington and saw that old classic film
from 1943, “Those Fabulous Dorseys” at
the Norwood Cinemas. It was fun to see it
on the big screen! For more senior
information, please call 961-5681.
The Clifton Center sports teams are
action-packed during the winter months.
Coaches Jim Moore and Rushdee Pickens
head the basketball and floor hockey
teams. Cheer these athletes on as the

basketball teams improve weekly and the
floor hockey team defends its two year
unbeaten streak!
The Art for Artists group meets twice
monthly. Participants made miniature flag
books from recycled materials, dyed
Ukranian-style eggs and designed repeat
patterns for books and quilts. On March
4th participants went to the J.B. Speed

Museum, Kentucky Arts and Crafts Center
and enjoyed lunch at the famous Art Hotel
in Louisville, Kentucky.
Joe Goelding, center director, recently
attended the Ohio Parks and Recreation
Association conference in Dayton. At this
conference Mark Summer, a representative
of the Ohio Division of Natural Resources,
Sandy Richardson, area coordinator, and
Joe made a presentation on the nation
wide program of Hooked on Fishing Not
on Drugs. This program is available at
Clifton Center.
Teen Camp will resume this summer
from 10:00 to 4:00 on Mondays, Wednesdays and Fridays.
A membership at Clifton Center is
needed to participate in programs. For
program or membership information drop
by or call 961-5681. We look forward to
seeing you in 2008!
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Spotlight on a
Cliftonite

By Josephine Kosmalski
The name "Druffel" is familiar in many
Cincinnati circles and has become a staple
in Clifton's past, present and future.
Jane Druffel (Zimmerman), the mother
of the bunch who recently turned 87, has
lived on Hosea Avenue since 1950.
While the Druffels were growing up
they attended Annunciation and walked to
school and daily mass. They all benefited
from growing up in the kid-friendly
pedestrian environment of the Gaslight
District. Kids could ride their bikes all over
the area and after a good snow the Druffel
kids went to Mt. Storm to sled. Whenever
they had extra money, they either walked
to Graeters or went to Rich’s Five & Dime

Mark Druffel, a Hispanic gentleman & Tom Druffel working at a Clifton residence on Bishop Street.

on Ludlow for penny candy. In the evening never change.
Jane’s brood consists of Barry, Toni,
they would play games in the street with the
Dick, Debby, David, Steve, Mary, Daniel,
other neighborhood children. Some things
Barbra and Michael. All of the girls (plus
mom!) attended Sacred Heart Academy.
Barry, Toni and David all worked at Stiers
Pharmacy which was located on Ludlow.
Barbra notes, “I’m aware of so many
houses and establishments in Clifton
we’ve known, owned and made our mark
on."
Dan owns a landscaping business.
Dick recently retired as president of CTM,
and Steve, a teacher at Fairview for 29
years, lives four doors down from his
Hosea childhood home. Several of the
Druffels still attend Clifton Meadows
which their mother helped found. With 10
kids, they always kidded Jane that she
should pay a “double membership.”
Barbra, the second youngest and a
founder of the Clifton Chronicle, is still
making her mark on Clifton from her
Comey & Shepherd Real Estate office on
Ludlow. She followed in her mom’s
footsteps, also a realtor. “Mom always had
a smile that won people over and was very
organized and positive,” said Barbra. “Her
contribution to real estate and to the
neighborhood is that she focused on
Clifton before it was considered a valuable
place. She put her energies behind it and
really made a difference for the community.”
The Druffels have been influential in
Clifton and continue to contribute in
positive ways to the community. Families
like theirs remind us that a great community is more than just streets and buildings; it is the product of families that care
enough to dedicate their time to building
stronger prouder neighborhoods.
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World Premier at
the Esquire
Theatre

The film features the Central European
multi-platinum artist in a live concert
recorded during her 2006 tour stop in
Chicago.

Photo by Tom Lohre
Singer/songwriter Tajci (pronounced TY'-chee) holds her son Blais at the recent premier of her new
Christmas Concert Special at Clifton's Esquire Theater before heading to the after-party at Olives.
Even Tajci (Tatiana Cameron), who now lives in Clifton, got into the party mode, delighting the
crowd as she joined the jazz combo for a few songs from her nightclub repertoire. For more on
Tajci, visit Idobelieve.com.
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CSO
Assistant
Conductor Eric
Dudley

The Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra's
Assistant Conductor, Eric Dudley, has
held his CSO post for nearly four years.
Now 29, he will probably be called a
"young conductor" for the next two
decades.
Eric's family moved to Connecticut
from Toronto when he was an infant. He
spent his boyhood there being a "normal
kid." One "abnormality" was his attraction
to the piano. Beginning at age four Eric
would spend hours tinkering at the
keyboard, prompting his parents to pay for
private lessons.
Music replaced other interests "by the
4th or 5th grade". His piano teacher
noticed that Eric possessed a flair for
composing, and referred him to a colleague
at the Hartt School who taught both piano
and composition. His first composition,
"Sonata-Symphony" lasted just 45
seconds, but he wrote a Piano Concerto at
13 that took a full 30 minutes. "It was a
combination of Rachmaninoff and
Gershwin," he says.
Eric majored in composition when he
attended the Eastman School of Music,
and in post-graduate studies at Yale.
Dudley admits that "my desire to conduct
was pretty apparent by the end of high

school. I had my first pro conducting gig
directing Gershwin's 'Crazy For You' while I
was still a high school senior… I thought
that the best path to becoming a conductor was to understand composition,
counterpoint, etc." He also studied voice,
developing a fine tenor and knowledge of
languages.
Eric has resided in Clifton since
coming to Cincinnati and says that the
Ludlow Avenue business district "really
sold Clifton for me. You can find lots of
useful stuff on Ludlow, much of it quite
tasty!"
As a part of his CSO duties, Eric will be
conducting a performance of the Cincinnati Symphony Youth Orchestra (CSYO) at
CCM on March 16, 2008, in addition to
various CSO Education concerts and a
piano recital planned for the Spring. If you
would like to know more about Eric and his
upcoming performances, just visit his
website at www.ericdudley.net.

Essay Contest
a Winner!!

By Jennifer Gomien
We hope you noticed the lighted deer
on the library roof (and the lone one on
top of Graeter’s)! This fun addition to the
holiday atmosphere of Ludlow also
included an essay contest for people of all
ages to give us their version of how the
deer got there. With a lot of hard work by
neighborhood volunteers this venture
generated quite a bit of interest and can be
considered a success.
Trends in the essays consisted of GPS
systems, global warming, libraries and
books, ice cream and of course worries
that Santa might have trouble making
deliveries.
The judges were pleased with the
number and quality of the entries and are
delighted to announce the following

Cincinnati Symphony Orchestra's Assistant
Conductor, Eric Dudley

winners:
Catherine Estelle
Callie Jacks
Glenn Jodrey
Eeva Renee Lentz
David Loy
Elizabeth Luh
Zoe Luh
Bob Suess
Brad Thomas
A huge thanks to the sponsors: Jinny
Powers Berten, Camp Washington
Hardware, the Clifton Community Fund,
the Clifton Main Street Group, Clifton
Town Meeting, Cathryn Lovely, Olives at
the Ludlow Garage, the Public Library of
Cincinnati and Hamilton County, Subway
– Clifton, Frederick Thomas and Toko
Baru/Toko Kidz.
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