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By Dick Druffel
We recognize that most projects and
activities CTM takes on require the
support and cooperation of other organizations, such as the City of Cincinnati, the
Clifton Business and Professional
Association, the Uptown Consortium, the
Clifton Cultural Arts Center, the Clifton
Recreation Center, the Clifton Community
Fund and other organizations. We strive
develop these relationships so that
through our joint efforts we continuously
improve our service to the Clifton community. CTM’s goals for 2009 are:
1) Make the 2009 Clifton House Tour a
very successful event in terms of
fundraising and community impact.
2) Work through the Clifton Community LLC to design and build the Clifton
Plaza within the calendar year, making it an
effective and beautiful gateway to the
Clifton merchant parking lot. We also want
to establish the framework to ensure the
Plaza is maintained and has a plan for
future development/ improvement.
3) Work with Uptown Consortium,
Clifton Business and Professional
Association (CBPA), and other stakehold-

ers to develop and put the Clifton Pilot
Project in place during 2009.
4) Work with the city, the Police
Department and Uptown Consortium to
improve our safety methods and measures.
Further develop Community ProblemOriented Policing (CPOP) to increase the
eyes on Clifton streets.
5) Determine whether form based
codes would be an effective strategy for
development in Clifton.
6) Develop CTM Movie Night into an
annual community event and fundraiser.
7) Bring back the Clifton street
painting festival Streetscapes, that was
not feasible in 2008 because of the
sidewalk improvement project.
8) Continue to develop effective
communications between CTM and the
community and the other Clifton stakeholders using the CTM web site, the
Chronicle, and the CTM e-mail list. We will
use these tools to increase CTM membership and create interest in becoming a
CTM volunteer or trustee.
I want to briefly comment on the first
two goals which I feel are particularly
important to the Clifton community. The
Clifton House Tour happens on Mother’s
Day every third year. This year it will be
held on Sunday May 10. It is important for
two reasons: First, it shines the spotlight
on and promotes our community, making a
statement about the high, quality urban
life we enjoy in the center of the city.

Second, it is CTM’s major fundraiser. The
money raised by the house tour is spent
back into the community for beautification
and community events, such as the
carriage rides each Christmas holiday
season. More money raised means more
money invested in community events.
It is a mammoth organizational task
requiring hundreds, if not thousands, of
volunteer hours. We still need many more
volunteers for this project. To volunteer
please e-mail or call Mark Smith:
(MARKWSMITH@cinci.rr.com or 349
7160).
The second project, the Clifton Plaza,
will be constructed at 333 Ludlow later this
year. While the budget for the Plaza is

small, only $300,000, the expectations are
high. The design has not been finalized,
but the goal is to make it a gateway to the
merchant parking lot as well as a gathering
space for the community. It is being
designed in such a way as to accommodate future improvements. We anticipate
the Plaza and the nearly completed new
sidewalks will give the Clifton Business
District a new look and feel as well as
improving use of the parking lot. We have
received a lot of help on this project from
the city, City Council and the volunteers
working on the Ludlow Revitalization and
Clifton Plaza Committees. A special thanks
to Phil Herrick, who has made a career of
working on this project, and all the others

who have done so much to improve our
neighborhood. Because of the small
budget, we likely will need more volunteer
effort to finish the Plaza in the summer.
Stay tuned for more information on this
important community development.
I believe accomplishing these goals
will make Clifton a much better community.
But to realize these and all our other
community activities requires significant
volunteer effort. The contribution we
make is related to the contribution made
by a cadre of volunteers. If you would like
to volunteer to help us achieve these
goals, please call or email me and I will
work with you to find the right spot for
your very important efforts (Dick Druffel
861-7307 or druffelrt@fuse.net).

CTM Meeting Schedule

The CTM Board meets on the first
Monday of every month at 7 p.m. March 2,
April 6, May 4, June 8, at the Clifton
Recreation Center, phone 513-961-5681,
320 McAlpin Ave., 45220.
Each meeting starts with a police
report, Recreation Center report and
special presentations, including a report
from the Ludlow Revitalization Committee
(sidewalk replacement). After the meeting a
lot of the attendees adjourn to Habanero.
When the Clifton Recreation Center is
not available, meetings are held at the Fr.
Klug Center at Annunciation Church, 513861-1295, 3547 Clifton Ave., 45220.
E-mail:
ContactCTM@CliftonCommunity.org or
call and leave a message at the CTM voice
mailbox: 513-861-5946. Write to:
Clifton Town Meeting, P.O. Box 20042,
Cincinnati, Ohio 45220, Web site:
http://www.cliftoncommunity.org/

Be a Part of Clifton! Join Clifton Town Meeting Today!
Send a check or money order payable to Clifton Town Meeting, P.O. Box 20042, Cincinnati, OH 45220
Membership Categories

__Single (1 vote)..............................$14
__Household (2 votes).....................$20
__Full-time college student (1 vote)$10
__Life membership (2 votes).........$180

__Senior citizen (1 vote)......$10
__Senior household (2 votes)$14
__Business (1 vote)................$14

Name(s):_________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________
Phone:__________________Fax: ________________ E-mail: __________________________________
Please print legibly. Note: Information provided on this form will be for official CTM business only!
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Clifton House
Tour, 2009
By Michael Willing

Every third year on Mother’s Day, a group
of Clifton homeowners open their doors to
greater Cincinnati and say, “Come on in and
have a look around!” This year’s tour May 10
from 1to 5 p.m. will again offer a variety of
home styles sure to please your architectural
and decorating curiosity from Victorian,
American Foursquare, Tudor, and Frank Lloyd
Wright. Clifton Town Meeting began house
tours in the late 1960s and sponsored them
throughout the ‘70s and ‘80s, with a hiatus
taking place between 1988 and 1997. Since the
resumption of the tours, the event has drawn
people from all over Cincinnati, and has been a
great way to spend part of Mother’s Day.
Throughout the tour’s history, the gracious
owners of 62 Clifton homes have shared this
special Sunday with their neighbors. The
proceeds of the tours are reinvested in the
community through the various projects of
CTM, which include the Chronicle, and events
such as carriage rides, Streetscapes, and Movie
Night.
Advance tour tickets will be available by
early to mid-April at several Clifton locations
which will be posted on the CTM website at
http://www.cliftoncommunity.org. Tickets can
be purchased on the day of the tour at the
Clifton Business Lot, the CCAC, the parking
areas at the Cincinnati Women’s Club on
Lafayette Avenue, and at Annunciation Church
on Clifton Avenue. Ticket prices are $15 in
advance and $20 on the day of the tour. Also
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available will be a shuttle to shorten your
walking time and improve your chances of a
leisurely viewing of all the homes. New this
year will be the opportunity to purchase
tickets to a special VIP event, complete with a
hands-on culinary and “gastronomical”
experience for brunch at the Midwest Culinary
Institute at Cincinnati State, exclusive
transportation to the homes on the tour from
Cincinnati State, and front-of-the-line privilege
at each house. Stay tuned to the CTM website
at http://www.cliftoncommunity.org for more
information in the near future, including event
details and ticket price.
Would you like to help make the tour a
success? With 9 homes offered and approximately 1,000 visitors expected, volunteers are
needed prior to the tour to help distribute
posters in the community publicizing the
event. On the day of the tour, ticket sellers are
needed, as well as transportation assistants,
and docents, who will work inside each home.
Volunteers work a 2-1/2 hour shift (either
12:30-3 p.m. or 3-5:30 p.m.) and receive a halfprice ticket ($10) to tour the homes as well as
an invitation to a reception to be held after the
tour. To enlist as a volunteer, contact Karen
Imbus at 513-221-7253 or via e-mail at
kimbus@cliftoncommunity.org. People
seeking more general information about the tour
can email CTM at
contactctm@cliftoncommunity.org or call 513861-5946. Please visit the CTM website at
http://www.cliftoncommunity.org for up-todate information as it becomes available.
Mark your calendars for May 10 to come
out and enjoy the diverse beauty of these
homes and spend some quality time with your
Clifton neighbors.

Senior Center News

By Nita Briggs
Clifton Senior Center joins the rest of
the community in mourning the passing of
our great, good friend, Ferdinand
Kleinhaus. Ferd was a longtime member of
our Board, serving as financial advisor/
treasurer and president. He was always a
genial source of counsel and advice. We
will miss his strength and wisdom.
The Center has recently added two
new part-time social workers to its staff:
Sally Hudson and Mary Lou Rakel. Both
these ladies bring the experience of their
long association with Vitas Hospice Care.
Another critical service that Clifton
Senior Center offers to our community is
its Meals-On-Wheels program. If you, a
friend or a neighbor could benefit from this
service, contact the Council on Aging at
721-1025 to request home-delivered meals
from Clifton Senior Center.
Our computer lab, which was created
with equipment provided by the generosity of General Electric, has become a
popular spot here at the Center. Free
instruction in basic computer skills is
available by calling 861-6934.
Our Red Hat Ladies are eagerly looking
forward to a Spring Christmas! Since their
December festivities were thwarted by bad
weather, they're hard at work planning an
appropriate celebration or outing. These
fun-loving gals don't really need an excuse
for a party!

Nature Center
Programs

By Michael George
Wildflower Walk and Talk
Sat., April 18, 10:30 a.m.-noon, Burnet
Woods.
Native Plants and Invasive Species
Workshop
Sat., April 18, 1-3 p.m., Burnet Woods –
Slide Presentation and Short Walk.
Sat., May 2, 9 p.m.-noon, Burnet Woods –
Invasive Removal and Restoration.
Green Up Day at Burnet Woods
Sat., May 2, 9 a.m.-noon.
For more information, please call 861-8970
ext. 20.
Mt. Storm – Wildflower Rescue
Sat., May 9, 10 a.m.-1p.m., Mt. Storm.
Free Summer Kick-off Celebration
Sat., May 30, 1-4 p.m., Burnet Woods
Public Planetarium Programs
Fee: $2 per person.
Spring Skies
Fri., March 20, 7-8 p.m. The Zodiac.
Sat., April 4, 1-2 p.m. Spring Constellations.
Fri., April 17, 7-8 p.m. Spring Constellations.
Fri., May 15, 7-8 p.m. Hercules Isn’t Too
Bright.
Nature Explorers Club
For children 6-9 years old

Thursdays, 3:30-5 p.m., Burnet Woods,
Mar. 26, Apr. 2, 9, 16, 23, 30.
Fee for the 6-week program: $35 in-city;
$45 out-of-city.
Spring Break Camp: Grades 2-5
Wed., March 25, 9:30 a.m.-2:30 p.m.
Trailside Nature Center, Burnet Woods
Space is limited, reservations required by
March 19. Fee: $15 in-city; $20 out-of-city.
Trailside Weekend Nature Discovery
Exhibits
11a.m.-5 p.m. Saturdays, March - May.
1p.m.-5 p.m. Sundays, March - May
Stop by anytime during our weekend
open hours to visit our weekly interactive
exhibits! A different nature-related topic is
featured each weekend, with lots to see
and hands-on activities to explore! A park
naturalist will be on hand to guide you
through the exhibit and answer all
questions.
For more information and registration
for all events, please call 751-3679.

Plaza Jazz
Series

By Johnny Schott
A who’s who of some of the area’s
finest jazz performers and styles, presented by the Cincinnati Park Board and
funded by the Groesbeck Fund, happens
on Saturdays from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m. The

April 25, 2009

A Clifton Celebration

6 p.m. Father Klug Center | Clifton Attire: “T-shirts to Tails” | 513-221-1230
$40.00/person or $300.00/table—includes dinner, drinks, and music

free series in takes place at Diggs Plaza in
Burnet Woods the corner of Clifton and
Ludlow.
May 16: Mike Wade Quartet — the
great trumpeter
May 23: Poco Loco — Latin jazz
June 6: Pete Papania Trio — guitar

Art Center
Programs

By Ruth Dickey
New classes include Family Fundoodle
with the Cincinnati Art Museum, Visual
Art for Toddlers, and Making Music with
GarageBand on your Mac – full details on
all classes and registration at
www.cliftonculturalarts.org.

Upcoming Events:

April 3 - 25, Everyday
Everyday is an exhibit based around
artistic ritual. The show features seven
artists whose work encompasses the
notion of the tireless artist – the
perseverant, the ritualistic, the obsessive
artist who amazes and awes the viewer
with the sheer drive to produce. Featuring
artists Heather Calcagno, Skip Cullen,
Meghan Dillon, Nicole Foran, Liz
Kauffman, Kurt Nicaise, and Stacy Searcy.
Opening reception Friday, April 3, 6-9 p.m.
May 1-15: Great Cincinnati Families at
Home, a look at prominent families of our
city and the houses in which they resided,
featuring images from both the past and
the present, produced by Betts House
Research Center.
Sunday, May 10: Clifton House Tour.
May 25- June 5: MFA Thesis Show,
with an opening reception on May 29.
Twenty Master of Fine Arts graduates
from the University of Cincinnati School
of Design, Art, Architecture and Planning
will take over spaces throughout the
Fairview-Clifton School for thesis installations. Please come see this diverse and
talented group of artists, presenting their
thesis work together for the first time.
June: Camp Art Academy returns to
CCAC for a summer of fun and inspiring
art making! Get details and register at
CCAC’s website. Mention CCAC and get
a 10% discount.
Wednesdays on the Green. Bring a
picnic and come join us on the CCAC
front lawn at 7 p.m. every Wednesday in
June and July for theater, music, and fun.
Sculpture project on the front lawn.
Stay tuned for more information…
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Annunciation School

Submitted by Cindy Hardesty
Numerous creative learning methods
are implemented by teachers at Annunciation School. The fourth-grade class will
plant their annual garden in April. This
class also began a book club where
students meet weekly for group discussions with parent volunteers. Sixth-grade
students are participating in the Stock
Market game beginning this month. The
game, sponsored by the Economic Center
for Education Research at the University
of Cincinnati, teaches students the
principles of the stock market through a
virtual learning experience.
Language was made part of the regular
curriculum this year; students in kindergarten through sixth grade are taking
Spanish as part of their regular schedule.
French and Italian will be added next year
as an afterschool elective. In addition, our
newly opened preschool is at near
capacity for next year!
Annunciation School continues to
flourish and we are proud of how far we
have come in the last two years. The
support of the Clifton community has been
an integral part of our success and for that
we are deeply grateful.
Please join us for the second annual
Annuciation Gaslight Gala sponsored by
the school’s PTA on Saturday, April 25.

Annunciation
Easter Egg Hunt

Sunday, April 19, 2009 at 12:00 Noon
(Immediately following our 11:00 a.m.
Mass)
All are welcome! Gather on the front
steps of church. There will be “egg
hunting areas” for different age groups,
toddlers to age 12. Bring a basket or sack
for the egg hunt.
Following the Easter Egg Hunt, join us
for refreshments in our cafeteria.
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The New School
Montessori

Submitted by Ann Baumgardner
We were happy to host recording artist
Justin Roberts on his latest visit. Our
students joined with the rest of Cincinnati
in welcoming Justin and his band by
dancing up front and singing along to old
favorites and new tunes from Justin’s
latest CD. This year Justin came a day
early to spend time at the New School
Montessori. He led a song-writing
workshop for us where we learned the art
of rhyme, alliteration, and describing
feelings.
The movement didn’t stop at the end
of Justin’s concerts. We’re gliding into
spring through our annual celebration of
music and movement in a presentation we
call Montessori in Motion. The children
begin their performance entering to the
sound of drumbeats, twirling and swirling
in dance and costume from various
cultures. We are moved by their enthusiasm as they sing, dance and share the
fruits of their hard work with us.

Fairview-Clifton German
Language School
Submitted by Kristen Walters
Have you noticed the large groups of
runners moving through Clifton in the

afternoons? In addition to the rigorous
academic programming and fine arts,
Fairview offers a wide variety of sports,
clubs and afterschool activities for our
students. These include: Ski Club at
Perfect North Slopes during January, the
Fairview Runs club (a multigenerational
running club that includes students in
grades K-6, parents and staff), fall and
spring SAY Soccer teams for boys and
girls, Basketball, Chess Club, Art Club,
Knitting Club, German Choir, Band, World
Drumming Ensemble, Strings Program,
Boy and Girl Scout troops, Daisies, and
Student Council. There is something for
everyone at Fairview-Clifton German
Language School.

North Avondale
Montessori

Submitted by Chris Pantoja
North Avondale Montessori is about
to take a dramatic step forward in our plan
to move to a beautiful new school
building. In March, CPS will demolish the
old North Avondale School building on
Clinton Springs Avenue. In May, parents
will attend a groundbreaking ceremony to
celebrate the start of construction of the
new building at that site. Construction
will end in time for students to move to the
new building in the fall of 2010. Meanwhile, students will continue to attend
school at our "Swing Space," the building

once used by Burton Elementary School.
This building has served us well, but we're
looking forward to moving. The new
building will have outdoor learning
spaces, LEED certification (Leadership in
Energy and Environmental Design), a
science lab with a "green roof" that uses
vegetation to conserve energy and control
rainwater, and will be connected to the
North Avondale Recreation Center.

The Cincinnati Waldorf
School
“Where the students knit!"

Submitted by Christine Masur
The Cincinnati Waldorf School is
known for our unique curriculum and we
often hear prospective parents say, "Oh
yeah, don't all of your students learn to
knit?" The answer is an overwhelming
"YES!"
Knitting builds strength and coordination in the hands, improves handwriting
and is a lifelong skill. Handwork provides
support for main subjects such as math
(counting stitches and rows, pattern
changes) and language arts (projects and
processes are presented in story form) and
assists in the development of fine motor
skills.
Students develop great pride in their
projects and notice for themselves the
continued improvement in their own work.
They also develop an appreciation of

others' work and the effort represented in
handworked items. Handwork class is a
joyous experience of personal accomplishment and appreciation of others!”
To find out more about the Waldorf
curriculum please visit us at
www.cincinnatiwaldorfschool.org or
contact us at (513) 541-0220. Our next
Open House is April 18, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.

Artists Needed
for Ludlow Art
Carpets

By Colleen Houston
ArtWorks, known locally for renowned
public art projects the Big Pig Gig (2000)
and MuralWorks (2007—present), is
partnering with the Ludlow Revitalization
Committee, a joint committee of the Clifton
Town Meeting and the Clifton Business
and Professional Association, to bring an
innovative public art project to Ludlow
Avenue: Art Carpets! This project is part
of the Ludlow Avenue streetscape
revitalization project.
The Art Carpets will be 5 x 15’ works of
art, embedded into the sidewalk along
Ludlow. The primary material used is
concrete to be sandblasted, stained,
etched or stamped. Many sites have been
proposed and at least seven will receive
Art Carpets. Designs for each Art Carpet

will be solicited through an open call to
artists and selected by a review committee.
How to get involved:
Artists interested in proposing
designs for an Art Carpet should download a Request for Proposal (RFP) from the
ArtWorks’ website:
www.ArtWorksCincinnati.org/artcarpets.
RFPs will also be available at the Public
Library on Ludlow, the Clifton Cultural
Arts Center, and the Clifton Recreation
Center. The RFP will be available midMarch and due back to ArtWorks by the
middle of May. There will be a special
exhibition of Art Carpet designs in June at
the Clifton Cultural Arts Center. A review
committee will evaluate each submission
carefully and choose the artists’ whose
work will become Art Carpets. Selected
artists will receive a stipend for their
designs and Art Carpets will be installed in
the fall 2009. A dedication of the new
public art will also take place in fall 2009.
ArtWorks is currently collecting
stories about Clifton and Ludlow Avenue!
Visit www.ArtWorksCincinnati.org/
artcarpets and take the Art Carpets survey.
Share your stories, facts, and memories
about each of the Art Carpet sites on
Ludlow Ave. and about Clifton in general;
these stories will inspire artists in the
creation of each Art Carpet.
To learn more about this project visit:
www.ArtWorksCincinnati.org/artcarpets.
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Birds are singing, the sun is shining
and spring saunters in, ushering winter
away for another year. As you plan for the
new season, don’t forget to include your
library as a valuable resource in helping
you accomplish your goals. From books,
magazines and how-to DVDs on garden
planning and yard maintenance to
resources on spring-cleaning and organizing clutter, your public library has it all,
including wonderful music CDs to set your
chores to an energizing soundtrack!
As the school year comes to a close
(YEAH!!), we look forward to another fun
summer and, of course, another fabulous
Summer Reading Club! This year’s theme
is “Creature Feature” and is shaping up to
be the best ever! Fun programs, awesome
prizes and (best of all) great books will be
featured at all the library’s 41 branches.
The kickoff party will be on Saturday, May
30 from 2-4 p.m. at all of our locations. We
hope to see you at the Clifton branch
library! Please stop in the branch or check
our website for details:
www.cincinnatilibrary.org. Also, keep an
eye out at your school for information
about the program. As I’ve said before,
“Be cool, excel in school and please don’t
get dumber in the summer!”
Did you see the reindeer on the roof of
the library and Graeter’s over the winter?
People of all ages put their creative writing
skills to work to explain this strange
phenomenon and just how these antlered
beasts got up there. Winners of the
Library Essay Contest are:
8 yrs. and Under: 1st – Eva Lentz, 2nd
– Nina Stradling, Runner-Up – Maggie
Mullaney
9-13 yrs.: 1st – Montreal Miller, 2nd –
Quinn Mullaney, 3rd – Sarah Stradling,
Runners-Up – Shekinah Dick, Julianne Fox
Adults (18+): 1st – Linda Goodhew,
2nd – Elaine Olund, Runners-Up – T.J.
Lentz, Karen Rokich, Emerson Hodell Dyer
Prizes were gift certificates to Dewey’s
Pizza and Toku Kids. Yum and fun!!
Congratulations to all!
Bonjour! Hola! Konnichiwa! Nih hao!
Ciao! Namaste! And, hello! Clifton is
such a wonderfully diverse neighborhood
that is home to people from all around the
8 Spring Clifton Chronicle 2009

world! Every year we are pleased to meet
newcomers and welcome them to our
library and to the community. We offer an
ESL English Conversation Hour for those
for whom English is a second language.
The group meets every Thursday from 1-2
p.m. to practice speaking English and to
get acquainted with others who live in the
community who are also new to the
language and the culture. We hope to see
you there!
Are you looking for some great books
to share with your neighbors? If the
answer is “Yes!” please join us for one of
the longest-running book clubs in
Cincinnati: the Clifton Book Discussion
Group. Meetings are the second Wednesday of each month at 10:30 a.m. Dates and
titles are as follows:
April 8: The Ten-Year Nap, by Meg
Wolitzer

May 13: A Good Woman, by Dorothy
Weil
June 10: Suite Francaise, by Irene
Nemirovsky
July 8: In the Country of Men, by
Hisham Matar
That’s all for now. Have a wonderful
spring and feel free to stop in the library to
visit us! Chirp!

Business and
Professional
Association News

By Barbra Druffel
The CBPA is an organization with a
long history. A recent resurgence of
interest has increased membership and
meeting attendance. This should mean
noticeable improvements to our shopping
district in the months to come.
The CBPA collaborated with the Clifton
Town Meeting (CTM) to sponsor an even
Dec. 19 we called Holidays on Ludlow. The
carriage rides, merchant gifts, carolers and
Santa all made for a successful and
memorable evening, hopefully the first of
many.
Further improvements to look forward
to include the completion of the Plaza,

another result of the CTM and the CBPA
working together. The Plaza will be a
central outdoor gathering space on the
south side of Ludlow in the heart of our
district. The CBPA is also evaluating the
merchant parking lot on Howell, and is
committed to providing much-needed
attention to improve this district asset.
A recent election yielded a new
leadership committee. They are excited
about finding new ways to work together
for the benefit of all. So if you have any
questions or suggestions, please e-mail or
call: Barbra Druffel, president
bdruffel@comey.com, 281-7653;
Rick Reckman, vice president
rfreckman@columbiasavings.com, 2812443; Christie Reinshagen-Wallace,
secretary, creinshagen@yahoo.com, 2212031; Andrew Rees, treasurer,
agrees@columbiasavings.com, 281-2443

Immanuel Church
Easter Egg Hunt

Immanuel Presbyterian Church is
holding its annual community Easter Egg
Hunt on Saturday, April 11 at 10 a.m. on
the church grounds, 3445 Clifton Ave.
Children, ages 1 and up, will hunt for eggs
filled with candy and eggs designated for
prizes.

City Barn
Community
Garden News

By Mary Rita Dominic
After an exhilarating first year (including taking the grand prize at the Keep
Cincinnati Beautiful gala!), we are looking
forward to even more community involvement this year, from both Clifton and
Avondale residents. We may have 1 or 2
beds available for lease; however, first
rights will go to previous garden renters
who gave their fair share to maintaining
the common areas. What we need most is
sweat equity for planting, watering,
weeding and mulching and helping with
the children’s program, Summer Sprouts.
We expect to be in full swing by Memorial
Day weekend – watch for signs announcing a grand opening cookout. Some of us
will be there nearly every Saturday
morning during the season from 10-12 a.m.
Bring your garden gloves and join us! For
more information, call Buddy or Mary Rita
Dominic at 751-2740.

Northside
Farmers’ Market

By Peggy Shannon
Clifton residents can find delicious
bread, local grass-fed meats, cheeses,
organic produce, fresh flowers and local
artistry each Wednesday 4 -7:30 p.m.
beginning June 3 at the Northside Farmers’
Market.
For more information on the market, or
to sign up for the market’s e-mail, please
contact the market manager, Frannie
Kroner, at frances.kroner@gmail.com or email northsidemarket@mac.com. The
Northside Farmers’ Market is supported
by the Northside Community Council and
the Northside Business Association.
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Crime &
Prevention in
Clifton

By George Bishop, chair
CTM Public Safety Committee
Crime is up in Clifton, just like it is in a
lot of other neighborhoods. The latest
crime report provided by District Five at
our CTM meeting Feb. 2 shows that crime
overall was up just 4% in Clifton for 2008,
as compared to 2007. But is well known,
statistical averages can conceal a multitude of things. When you break the
numbers down, the data don’t look so
pretty. Burglary for the year 2008 was up
21%; robbery up 19%; felonious assault
up 33%; and theft from autos up 13%.
Fortunately, there was no change in 2008
on very rare crimes such as rape and
homicide. In contrast, petty theft (e.g.
shoplifting) was down 16%. Because petty
theft represents such a large percentage of
all reported crimes (28% of the total in
2008), it significantly offsets the numbers
in the more serious crime categories,
making the overall average of just a 4%
increase look pretty good.
What can we do about preventing
crime in Clifton? Our broken record keeps
on telling you to keep your porch lights
on, to report any and all suspicious
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individuals (765-1212 or 911) and to follow
all the safety tips we provided in our
Light-Up-Clifton campaign (http://
uptowncincinnati.com/light_up_clifton).
Beyond that, we still badly need more
volunteers for Citizens on Patrol (contact
Doug Horn at 861-4524). Forming afterdinner exercise-walking groups would also
help put a lot more eyes and ears on the
streets of Clifton…anyone game?
George can be reached at:
DunoreRidge@gmail.com

Rec Center
News

By Tom Reese
After the recent winter thaw, Clifton
Center is eagerly looking ahead to spring
and summer programming! Priority summer

camp registration forms will be mailed to
families currently enrolled at Clifton
Center. The nine-week program will be
offered June 8-Aug. 7 for ages 6-12. The
$813 fee includes membership, swim token
and fieldtrips. Two payments can be made
to ensure your child’s participation ($400
due at registration. and $413 balance due
prior to May 11). Open registration is
planned for March 23 if additional spaces
are still available.
We are happy to see an increase in
memberships for Beginning Fencing
(Mondays, 7:30-8:30 p.m.) and Jazzercise
classes (Mondays, Tuesdays and
Thursdays 6-7 p.m.).
Ask staff for teen summer camp
information and visit www.cincyrec.org to
search for additional Clifton Center
programs.

Smart Codes

By Joe Schuchter
Great places are defined in many
respects by their form. Our business
district in Clifton is hands-down one of the
best in town. It's a destination not only
because of the many diverse food,
entertainment and retails options, but
because all of those functions are pack-

Is your depression
just not lifting?

aged into such a great form: a compact,
walkable area with character. In recent
decades, we've seen a number of challenges to that form and character, as some
businesses using the big-box model have
tried to bring it here. Having form-based
codes would make dealing with such
future challenges a straighforward,
apolitical and simple process.
According to the Form-Based Codes

New Perspectives meets
during the day, Monday
through Friday. Van service
is available.
• group and individual
sessions
• medication management
• coping skills and relapse
prevention

NEW PERSPECTIVES
DEACONESS OLDER ADULT
MENTAL HEALTH PROGRAM

institute, this prescriptive set of regulations offers “a less politicized planning
process that could deliver huge savings in
time and money.” The stated purpose is
the shaping of a high-quality public realm,
a presumed public good that promotes
healthy civic interaction. Form-based
codes are part of a larger set of smartgrowth tools which have been created in
response to the failures of traditional
zoning. Traditional zoning loses the forest
for the trees. It micromanages, segregating
uses and failing to consider the town as a
whole. Its single-use approach has
discouraged compact, walkable urbanism.
It restricts only bad uses, but does not
necesssarily promote good ones. Formbased codes, on the other hand, promote
character and integrated use through their
design standards and regulating plans.
UC's School of Design, Art, Architecture and Planning and progressive leaders
in town have been studying up on smart
growth and form-based codes for years
now. Soon after being reappointed to City
Council, Roxanne Qualls convened
community leaders to learn about formbased codes, so that communities would
have better tools for building and maintaining their business districts. This group
of about 30 has been meeting monthly. At
this point, several other neighborhoods
have contributed money to fund a basic
set of form-based codes which can be
adopted and modified for each neighborhood. Representatives from our community council have been participating in
those meetings, but this issue has yet to
be fully presented and discussed at Clifton
Town Meeting.
We have one of the best business
districts around. Using the latest and
greatest set of planning tools, we'll have a
much easier time keeping it that way.
Clifton both deserves and needs formbased codes. Look for more to come!

The specially trained team
helps participants learn to
manage the symptoms of
depression anxiety, bipolar
disorder or schizophrenia.
Call 513-559-2750 today!
www.mentalhealthtips.com
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