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Chronicle Help!

Our new managing editor is Donna
Loughry. She creates the electronic file
for the printer. You may already know
her excellent work if you receive the
Sierra Club’s Miami Group Happenings.
Welcome aboard!
Maggie Schneider will be directing
the editorial for the spring issue by
prompting writers and moving stories
through the process.
The Chronicle is still looking for an
additional advertising director. Please call
Tom Lohre, 236-1704, for details.
With help the Chronicle will return to
24 pages with the summer issue.
For events from March 15 to June 15
the deadline for ads and copy is
Feb. 14 for the Spring issue.

CTM Meeting
Schedule

The Clifton Town Meeting board
meets on the first Monday of every month
at 7 p.m. The Dec. 7, Jan. 4, Feb. 1 and
Mar. 1 meetings will take place at the
Clifton Recreation Center, 320 McAlpin
Ave.; phone 961-5681. Meetings will take
place at the Clifton Cultural Arts Center,
3711 Clifton Ave., when there is a conflict
at the Recreation Center.
Each meeting starts with a police
report, Recreation Center report and
special presentations. After the meeting a
lot of the attendees adjourn to Habanero.
E-mail: ContactCTM@
CliftonCommunity.org. Or call and leave a
message at the CTM voice mailbox: 8615946. Write to: Clifton Town Meeting,
P.O. Box 20042, Cincinnati, Ohio 45220.
Website: www.cliftoncommunity.org

Citizens on
Patrol Training
Sessions

The Cincinnati Police Department’s
Citizens on Patrol program will have a
volunteer-training session beginning 9 a.m.
- 5 p.m. Sat. Dec 12 & 10 a.m. - 5 p.m.
Sun. Dec. 13. The classes will meet at the
Cincinnati Police Academy, 800 Evans St.,
Lower Price Hill. Once they complete the
course, volunteers may then join one of the
many active COP units throughout the city.
These units patrol their neighborhoods,

acting as the eyes and ears of the police by
concentrating on problem areas. COP units
also deter crime by their mere presence and
visibility to the general public. There is no
cost to participate and all citizens are encouraged to sign up. The deadline to apply
is Fri. Dec. 10. For more information, or to
apply, call 352-3533.

Holidays on Ludlow
Strolling carolers, prize giveaways,
refreshments, the Fairview-Clifton
German Language School Choir, free
carriage rides and Santa Claus will create
a festive atmosphere for Holidays on
Ludlow, Friday Dec. 11 from 6 to 9 p.m.

on the Avenue, sponsored
by the Clifton Business &
Professional Association
and Clifton Town Meeting.
Support your local
merchants while enjoying
the local performers.
Ride the Pursley Family
Belgians carriage and sing
along as you travel the
gaslight streets of Clifton.
Get into the holiday spirit
at this family-friendly
neighborhood event.

On the Cover

Proud Rooster proprietor Bobby Doll,
head coach of St. Dominic Blackhawks
eighth-grade basketball teams, inspires us
with his dedication and enthusiasm.
“Many of these kids come in never
believing in themselves,” he said. “They
lack confidence, the desire to get out
there. Once they start playing they start
believing in themselves. Not only can they
play basketball when they get older, they
have confidence. I have kids come up and
say, ‘I have more confidence now than I
ever have. I could never have done it if
you didn’t help me.’ ”
While coaching a championship
game, with one second left, the team in
a huddle, Bobby said, “Who wants the
ball?” One kid spoke up. “I want it.”
“ ‘You got it,’ I told him. We set up a
play for him. He made the shot with one
second left to win the state championship.
Man, that kid was so totally excited. Give
somebody the opportunity, a chance to
win the game.”

Be a Part of Clifton! Join Clifton Town Meeting Today!

Send a check or money order payable to Clifton Town Meeting, P.O. Box 20042, Cincinnati, OH 45220
Membership Categories

__Single (1 vote)..............................$14
__Household (2 votes).....................$20
__Full-time college student (1 vote)$10
__Life membership (2 votes).........$180

__Senior citizen (1 vote)......$10
__Senior household (2 votes)$14
__Business (1 vote)................$40

Name(s): _________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________
Phone:__________________Fax: ________________ E-mail: __________________________________
Please print legibly. Note: Information provided on this form will be for official CTM business only!
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Clifton Plaza
Progress Report

By Dick Druffel
Significant progress has been made on
the long-awaited plaza at 333 Ludlow. The
last zoning and city contract compliance
issues have been cleared, and the contractor,
John P. Tumlin & Sons, has broken ground.
Dec. 31 is the projected completion date.
Keep your fingers crossed. We will see how
the weather and other factors develop before
setting a ribbon-cutting ceremony.
We will be able to complete the whole
project in this stage of construction rather
than deferring the furniture and landscaping,
thanks to some generous contributions. Most
notably, an anonymous Clifton resident
stepped forward to cover the cost of the furniture: about $14,000 installed. The Uptown
Consortium contributed $7,500 for plaza
beautification and Good Samaritan Hospital
$1,500 for general purposes; these gifts will
fully cover the cost of landscaping the site.
Plaza committee co-chair Jan Brown
Checco provides some details: “The landscaping will feature bamboo tickling the
sills of apartment dwellers; Queen Elizabeth hedge maples (yin for north) and male
ginkgo trees (yang for south); viburnum
perfuming the air in spring, berries for birds
in fall. The sturdy, handsome furniture is
from the Victor Stanley line, supplemented
by black granite benches resurrected from
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Fountain Square detritus. Terraces will
offer more seats, for a total of 84, with no
interruption of pedestrian traffic to the merchants’ parking lot. Security lights, programmable for special events, will dim to 25%
power overnight, preventing unwelcome
glare. Bollards will illuminate the stairway,
with in-ground lights leading up to Ludlow.
Hearts and flowers to our generous sponsors, our KZF designers, and to committee
members!”
The substantially completed sidewalk
replacement and enhancement project has a
few loose ends to be tied up. The message
kiosk for the corner of Telford and Ludlow, next to Graeter’s, has been fabricated
and should be installed any day. The “Art
Carpets” that are to be embedded in the sidewalk at several locations along Ludlow have
proved difficult to execute. A contract has
been signed with ArtWorks, the group that
designed and painted the mural on Keller’s
IGA, to organize and administer the project.
ArtWorks issued a call to artists but did not
receive enough responses to proceed to the
next step. ArtWorks is working to tighten
up its specifications and to better target
individual artists and issue another call for
entries.
Looking back on the year, much has
been accomplished in Clifton. We held a
very successful house tour on Mothers’ Day,
brought back the Streetscapes festival in
September (despite the rainy weather) and
held the second annual movie night at the
Esquire Theater in October. These were in

addition to the yearly community events like
the Memorial Day parade, the Lantern Walk
and the Holiday on Ludlow carriage rides.
The primary engine, of course, driving these
accomplishments is the dedication of volunteers. Thanks to all those who have stepped
forward to make the community a better
place to live. I would also like to encourage
increased volunteerism. There is so much
more work to be done.

Senior Center
News
By Nita Briggs

The Clifton Senior Center takes great
pleasure in introducing our new executive
director, Irene Wander. Irene is a longtime
resident of Clifton with deep roots in the
community. She served for many years on
the Center’s board of directors along with
her husband Arden, an ophthalmologist here
in Clifton. The Wanders have three children:
Sarah, Adam and Alaina, their youngest,
who is starting college this fall.
Irene has a Ph.D. in biology and has
taught at Ohio University’s College of Osteopathic Medicine and at UC’s Raymond
Walters College. She is also an avid antiquer
and a dedicated gardener who has served as
president of the Clifton Garden Club. She
brings wide and varied experience to the
Center, and we look forward to the continuation of our services to the Clifton community under her stewardship.

Late fall is always a time of enthusiasm and excitement as we look forward to
and plan for holiday events. We’ve put the
ghouls and goblins to bed and been over the
river and through the woods to Grandmother’s house for Thanksgiving. Now we’re
ready for the Christmas season!
The Red Hat Ladies of the Center are
planning an outing to Parky’s Farm in Winton Woods to enjoy their holiday presentation: festive decorations and light displays,
games and activities, and a lovely Christmas
luncheon.
Our Participants’ Council always makes
a party of decorating the Center— refreshments and tasty treats served, of course.
They are also planning an evening dinner party to enjoy holiday fellowship and
fun. Exact date and details are still being
planned.
Our final celebration of the year will
once again be the Christmas Day dinner
here at the Center provided by Good Samaritan Hospital and lovingly served by the
extended family of the late Harriet Janszen.
In the true spirit of Christmas, these wonderful people come each holiday to serve
the dinner at the Center as well as deliver
dozens of meals throughout the community
to our Meals on Wheels clients. We are truly
blessed to have such committed friends.
Note: We apologize for incorrectly
identifying our monthly visiting nurses as
coming from Scarlet Oaks. They are from
the Cincinnati Health Department.

Arts Center
News

By Ruth Dickey, Executive Director
It’s shaping up to be an exciting
winter here at the Clifton Cultural Arts
Center, 3711 Clifton Ave., and we hope
you’ll join us for classes and events.
We’re offering a tremendous roster of
classes, including new ones like music
for children, circus skills, jewelry
making, kaleidoscope making and Nia,
an exercise-dance hybrid. And some
of our wonderful classes from the fall
session will be continuing, including those
from Playhouse in the Park and Ballet
Theatre Midwest; art for toddlers; and
tai chi, Pilates and yoga. Classes begin
the week of Jan. 11 unless otherwise
noted. Information is on our website,
cliftonculturalarts.org.
We hope you’ve had a chance to
appreciate the beautiful sculptures that
will be on our front green until May.
We are honored to be hosting Allee by
Claire Darley and Rebecca Seeman;
Dragonfly Dome by Voss Finn; and a
reconstruction of Abstract Transformation
by the First-Year Architecture & Interior
Design Studio at UC’s College of Design,
Architecture, Art and Planning (DAAP).
Thank you to the many partners who have
made it possible for us to fill our lawn

with sculpture this fall and winter.
In September our home, the former
Clifton School, was selected as one of
Heritage Ohio’s Top 10 Opportunities
of 2009, the only building in Cincinnati
included in this year’s list.
Each year, Heritage Ohio recognizes
10 buildings around the state as top
opportunities for redevelopment, based on
their historical significance, the potential
for positive impact and the level of
community support. The associate director
of revitalization at Heritage Ohio, Frank
Quinn, visited the CCAC and toured the
grounds Sept. 15.
We are so proud of this recognition.
We are working hard to transform our
handsome old building, completed in
1906, into a thriving arts hub serving the
Uptown community and beyond.
To that end, we will be presenting
four Playhouse in the Park productions in
the coming months:
Friday Jan. 29, 7:30 p.m.: Cyrano,
adapted by Jo Roets from
Edmond Rostand, co-presented by
Annunciation School. A unique
adaptation of the classic play about
love, poetry and honor presented in a
refreshing, new, simple setting.
Sunday March 7, 3 p.m.: Leland
Faulkner: World of Wonder,
co-presented by Annunciation School.
A program for the whole family,
theater that charms audiences of all
ages with the amazing lost art of
shadowgraphs, or hand shadows,
drawing on the actor’s imagination,
the mime’s skill and the conjuror’s
craft.
Sunday March 21, 3 p.m.: Eth-Noh-Tec:
An Asian Occasion of Storytelling,
co-presented by Fairview-Clifton
German Language School. Eth-NohTec layers ancient Asian mythologies,
folktales and urban legends with
Asian American sensibilities to create
an exciting new blend of storytelling
and kinetic theater.
Saturday April 24, 3 p.m.: The Garden
of Rikki Tikki Tavi, adapted by Y.
York from Rudyard Kipling, copresented by Rockdale Academy. This
fun, loose adaptation of the Kipling
classic is a free-flowing comic brawl
with lessons about sharing and
cooperation.
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Annunciation School

Submitted by Cindy Hardesty, principal
During a recent tour of Annunciation School, a parent commented on how
engaged students were in the learning process. First-graders were getting
acquainted with the concept of currency
by using an interactive whiteboard, where
a quarter turns to five nickels with the
simple touch of a finger. In the cafeteria
we found fourth-graders busy whipping
up a batch of tabouli, using fresh herbs,
tomatoes and cucumbers from their garden. In addition, they were making rosemary bread to develop an understanding
of how yeast works. Students in grades 5
through 8 were hearing about a parent’s
career as a doctor. The presentation was
part of a self-study in career development.
Students in Mrs. Chabot’s art class were
making their own version of religious
icons after learning about the process
from Sister Nancy Lee Smith, who had
recently given a presentation to the school
and parish on iconography. At the end of
the tour the father said, “Wouldn’t it be
fun to go to school today where the focus
is not just on what is in the textbook?”

The New School
Montessori

Submitted by Ann Baumgardner
The New School Montessori, located
in the historic Mitchell Mansion, 3 Burton
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Woods Lane, in North Avondale, invites
you to an open house Sunday Jan. 31, 2-4
p.m. You’ll enjoy wooded playgrounds,
beautiful gardens and a charming Victorian
interior. A homey atmosphere permeates
the place, as our chef prepares nutritious
home-cooked lunches that feed the mind
and open the heart. We embrace diversity,
valuing differences in race, culture, family
and thought. Since 1970, our experienced
teachers have been interweaving Montessori principles and problem-solving
concepts which nurture and stimulate, allowing the children to discover their innate
love of learning. We’re proud of our dual
accreditation, our educational program, and
the success of our students as they graduate
to attend other fine schools in the city. Just
minutes from Clifton, we offer extended-,
full- and half-day programs for children
age 3 through grade 6.

North Avondale
Montessori

Submitted by Chris Pantoja
North Avondale Montessori (NAM),
876 Glenwood Ave., has a unique volunteer organization, the NAM Fathers
Group. This group works hard and plays
hard. They work hard on school building
and landscaping projects. They play hard
through social events for NAM families.
One of the largest of these events took

place in mid-October: the annual school
camping trip at Stonelick State Park in
Clermont County.
More than 70 parents and children
pitched their tents and roasted marshmallows. The fathers organized an impressive variety of activities: fire-building
and knot-tying lessons, fishing, canoeing,
an obstacle course, tug-of-war, nature
relief prints, hiking and a dance party.
We feasted on burgers, hot dogs, s’mores
and other classic “dad food.” We left
the campsite with deeper friendships, a
stronger community, fond memories and
children inspired by their parents’ commitment to their school.

The Cincinnati Waldorf
School
Submitted by Christine Masur

The Cincinnati Waldorf School,
5555 Little Flower Ave., offers an ageappropriate, experiential approach to
education that encourages all students to
fully develop their capacities. A Waldorf
education prepares a child for a changing
world, cultivates freedom to act and think
and kindles a passion for lifelong learning.
Join us at the following events and be
inspired!
Holiday Faire, Sat. Dec. 5, 11 a.m.-3 p.m.
Food, local art vendors, entertainment,
games and activities for the children.

Open House, Sat. Feb. 6, 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Free, family-friendly event: tour the
campus, meet the faculty,
Learning Through Play Conference,
Sat. March 6. The school’s physicaleducation teacher presents “Age-Appropriate Movement: Games Through
the Grades.”
To learn more about Waldorf education, visit us at www.cinciwaldorf.org or
on Facebook, or call 541-0220.

Fairview-Clifton German
Language School
Submitted by Kristen Walters

Parents Amy Koshoffer and Becky
Dietrich have started Bookcakes, a program to promote reading by providing
incentives for students to write reviews
of books they have read. The selected
reviews will appear in the Falkenpost,

the school newsletter, as well as on the
student bulletin board in the cafeteria.
Another new event for our school this fall
was Fairview Rocks. Some of the biggest
names on the Cincinnati music scene, who
also happen to be Fairview parents, played
a concert and the proceeds of the evening
benefited the school. Please feel free to
stop by and join the fun!

School Recycles
Fairview-Clifton German Language
School, 3689 Clifton Ave., has undertaken
a recycling project as a fund-raiser. Bring
paper products of all kinds—junk mail,
magazines, construction paper, card stock
from boxes, corrugated cardboard, phone
books—to the green and yellow Abitibi
dumpster in the service area beside the
school off McAlpin Avenue. Aluminum
cans go in the blue dumpster in the
parking lot off Clifton Avenue south of the
school building.

Local Singer
Records CD

By Barb McManus
Brenda Folz, longtime Cliftonite
and accomplished vocalist, is excited to
announce the upcoming release of her
first CD, All Are Welcome. Brenda, who
is a cantor and choir member at Clifton’s
Annunciation Church, has been performing professionally in Cincinnati for years.
Her CD calls on her jazz and pop roots for
a fresh approach to some of her favorite
inspirational songs, which include “The
Servant Song,” “We Belong to You” and
“You Have Anointed Me.”
“I’ve been singing pop and jazz
standards for years, but never considered
a recording. I have always been drawn to
the music featured on my upcoming CD,
and felt inspired to take this passion to the
next level,” Brenda said. “At this point in
my life, I want to share not only my sound,
but also the message that comes through in
these beautiful songs.”
Look for All Are Welcome at www.
brendafolz.com and at the Good Shepherd
bookstore, 6999 Colerain Ave., White Oak.
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The staff of the Clifton Branch Library
would like to say thank you for your
amazing contribution to passing Issue 7.
The Save Our Public Library
campaign was overwhelmed by the
outpouring of support from library
customers and staff, as well as from area
businesses and organizations. This included
thousands of campaign contributions,
hundreds of endorsements, an unbelievable
number of volunteer hours, and an
impressive turnout at the polls to vote (87%
of voters in the 45220 zip code voted to
save the library).
Because of this support, the public
library system will be able to continue
providing quality services to residents
across the county: keeping branches open,
presenting informative programs, and
offering a diverse range of services to
children, seniors and families.
Thank you again for your support!
--Jenny Gomien, Branch Manager,
Clifton Branch Library
Speaking of support, the library
would also like to give a big thanks to the
Clifton Cultural Arts Center. It was a great
experience partnering with the CCAC for
the Friends of the Public Library book
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sale in October. This was a first for the
Clifton Branch Library and would have
been impossible without the help of the
CCAC and numerous volunteers. Thank
you, all! Some people who attended the
sale inquired about the Friends Warehouse,
which is located at 8456 Vine St. in
Hartwell and open to the public throughout
the year. Hours are:
Wednesdays 10 a.m.-1 p.m.
Second Monday of each month 5:307:30 p.m.
Fourth Saturday of each month 10
a.m.-4 p.m.
For more information, call 369-6035.
We invite you to stop by the Clifton
Branch Library to sample the wonderful
books, magazines, music CDs, movies
and audiobooks available to keep you
informed, enlightened and entertained. And
don’t miss our brand-new collection of
Playaways: audiobooks packaged in their
own player. We also offer a calendar of
events and programs, from book clubs to
story times and even an ESL conversation
group. We look forward to seeing you and
wish everyone a wonderful holiday season!

Unlikely Duo

Singer-fiddler Rosie Carson, a 17-year-old
Cliftonite, has teamed up with legendary English
guitarist Kevin Dempsey, 59, to make a terrific
new folk CD of traditional American and Celtic
tunes. For info, call 281-9195, or visit www.
myspace.com/Rosiecarsonkevindempsey.

Minimize Holiday
Stress

By Carol Wolkoff
The holidays go hand-in-hand with
stress, but you can minimize stress and its
effects with exercise. Exercise decreases
stress hormones and increases endorphins,
the body’s “feel good” chemical, for a
natural high. Exercise promotes internal
and external health so we feel and look
good. It also encourages social interaction,
whether at a gym, pool or outdoors.
Fitness can be achieved with minimal
expense and in as little as 20 minutes a
day. Consistency and determination are
essential in helping achieve your stressfree holiday and post-holiday state of
mind. Ashley Berberich, coordinator of
fitness and wellness at the UC Campus
Recreation Center, suggests: “Make
fitness a priority by putting it in your
planner like any other
appointment and you’ll
be more likely to do it.
It’s also important to
set one goal and stick
with it; don’t overdo
it!”
Make 2010
your year to get
healthy, stay
healthy and
feel great!

On the cusp of December poised
Black-rowed seasonal cornfields
Freshly turned… tasting winter’s first frosting
Fingerling lakeshores hunker against chill.

As the recently appointed Poetry
Editor for the Clifton Chronicle it is
incumbent that I solicit submissions
from our gifted community of writers.
Please forward your poem reflecting
boundless joy or deepest secrets for
consideration to dplittle@fuse.net
Thank you.

Remaining wildlife scampers to batten down
Joining humankind bundled
against God’s spewed icy breath.
—David P. Little

Laurel and Hardy
Film Club

Everyone who enjoys old-time laughs
is invited to the next meeting of the local
chapter of the Laurel and Hardy Appreciation Society Saturday Dec. 12 at 6:45 p.m.
at the E. T. Carson Masonic Lodge, 218
Ludlow Ave. (across from Burnet Woods).
It will be an evening of classic film comedy
and a festive community get-together.

The program will include a classic
cartoon; an Our Gang (Little Rascals)
short, Follies of 1938; a Laurel and Hardy
feature film, Babes in Toyland (1934),
plus film surprises and a raffle. Bring soft
drinks/water, snacks and nibbles to share.
Admission is $5 adults; children 12 and
younger are free. Free parking is available
at the rear of building.
RSVP Gene Sorkin at 559-0112
or chimptent@live.com. Additional
information is at www.thechimptent.com.

Mt. Storm Love Pagoda
Photograph by Donna Loughry

BEGINNING IN JANUARY!
Diving Lessons
Swim Lessons
Water Fitness Classes
Masters Swim Team

Don’t miss out!
For registration dates and pricing,
please visit www.uc.edu/reccenter
or call 513-556-0382.
Winter Clifton Chronicle 2009 9

Nature Center
News
By Michael George, director

Winter Bird Feeders, Sat. Feb. 6,
9:30-11 a.m., Burnet Woods Trailside
Nature Center. From the warmth of the
Trailside Nature Center’s craft room and
bird-viewing area, you can customize an
attractive holiday feast for your feathered
friends. With a variety of ingredients to
choose from, your feeder is sure to be
a hit. Call 751-3679 for reservations or
more information.
Winter Skies at the Planetarium.
Come join us at the Wolff Planetarium for
an introduction to the constellations and
some of the legends connected to them.
Programs are open to adults and older
children accompanied by adults. Seating
is limited; please call 751-3679 for
reservations. Fee: $3 per person.
Sat. Dec. 5, 1-2 p.m. Cincinnati Skies
Fri. Dec. 23, 7-8 p.m. Holiday Skies
Sat. Jan. 2, 1-2 p.m. Winter Constellations
Fri. Jan. 15, 7-8 p.m. Winter
Constellations
Sat. Feb. 6, 1-2 p.m. All About Orion
Fri. Feb. 19, 7-8 p.m. Native American
Skies

Annual Food Drive
Gateways to Healing Network
Chiropractic and Advanced Clinical
Nutrition (www.GatewaystoHealing.com)
is holding its annual food drive through
Saturday Jan. 2. Last year’s drive yielded
over 500 pounds of food. Bring in two
full bags of groceries to Gateways, 3239
Jefferson Ave., and you’ll receive your
choice of a comprehensive chiropractic
exam or a nutritional evaluation for free.
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Rec Center News
By Tom Reese
This fall has been full of changes,
and not just for the leaves on the trees.
The City of Cincinnati’s budget cuts have
affected every department, including
the Cincinnati Recreation Commission.
Despite the reduced funds, Clifton Center
refused to eliminate important programs
such as Youth Flag Football. Our team,
led by Coach Ru Pickens, flourished, with
an impressive undefeated season record
and a second place in tournament play.
Congratulations, players and Coach Ru!
Fall programs for local homeschool
students included woodworking, taught
by Mary Cameron, and Youth Circus
Camp taught by My Nose Turns Red
Theatre Company. Archery, held at the
CRC Dunham Center, is led by Clifton
staff on Tuesday mornings and afternoons.

The Clifton Hilltoppers splashed along
the Mighty Ducks tour of the Ohio River
and also participated in the Senior Health
Expo in October. We hope to continue the
same quality programming in 2010.
Clifton Center also celebrated the
2009 Ohio Arts Council’s artist-inresidence program with Voss
Finn, local installation artist and
sculptor. Center youth, teens, CRC
staff and seniors participated in the
two-week residency hosted by the
McKie Center in Northside. Many
colorful and whimsical sculptures
were created from found objects.
Visit the center lobby to view
a display of artworks from the
residency.
Enjoy the season, and contact
the Clifton Center at 961-5681 or
visit www.cincyrec.org for current
program updates.
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Holidays on Ludlow
Dec. 11, 6 p.m. - 9 p.m.
Free Parking in the
Merchant Lot.

