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Chronicle Help!

It takes over 100
volunteer hours to
produce each issue of
the Chronicle. If you
would like to take part
in producing this publication, please contact
Josephine or Tom. We need an advertising manager and photographers. We can
always use your help!
Remember, you can always send in
Letters to the Editor if you have concerns
or comments that you would like brought
to the attention of the community.
Deadline reminder! Fall issue: For
events Sept. 1-Dec. 1, the deadline is Aug.
1. Winter issue: For events Dec. 1-March
1, the deadline is Nov. 1. Spring issue:
For events March 1-May 21, the deadline
is Feb. 1. Summer issue: For events May
21-Sept. 1, the deadline is Apr. 21.

Form-Based Codes:
An Architect’s View
By Dan Montgomery, CTM Housing and
Zoning Committee

What is it that attracts us all to Clifton
and neighborhoods like Clifton? The
qualities one person names will surely
be different from those that other people
will list. When it comes to the business
district, though, I believe there are some
qualities that many people will list over
and over again: walkability; safety; lots of
pedestrian activity, even at night; a good
variety of businesses, restaurants and
services, and the diversity of people and
of businesses. All of these qualities really
stem from one thing: the walkability of
the business district and the surrounding
neighborhood. Read the full story on the
Chronicle’s Facebook page.

Meet CTM’s New Trustees
I’m Ben Pantoja, and
I’ve just been elected as
a new trustee of Clifton
Town Meeting. My
previous involvement
with CTM has been as
a member of the Events
Committee. Recently,
I became chair of that committee. I
have a wife (Chris), two sons (Spencer
and Mackenzie), and two dogs (Oliver
and Pearl). I’ve lived in Clifton since
1984, and I’m ready to give back to the
neighborhood that has given me so much.

I’m Eric Clark.
Having just been elected
as a new CTM trustee, I
appreciate this opportunity
to serve Clifton, a
unique environment with
world-class educational
institutions, beautiful
parks, a diverse population, an engaging
business district and some of the best
people I know. As a parent of two young
children, I hope to use this position to
keep Clifton safe and family-friendly.

Our Firehouse
May Close

The District 1 firehouse at Clifton
and Ludlow Avenues, in operation for
104 years, is near the top of the list of
firehouses to close, according to Clifton
fire chief Kevin Campbell.
Call and e-mail your City Council
members and attend Council’s public
meeting every Wednesday at 2 p.m. Arrive
at 1:30 and fill out a card to speak. Call
591-6000 to make sure the meeting has
not been canceled.
Council members’ e-mail addresses
and phone numbers can be found at www.
cincinnati-oh.gov/council/pages/-4126-/

Bus Update

The Metro budget does not allow
for the proposed Middleton/McAlpin
bus route to be added at this time. Metro
continues to look for ways to better serve
the community and will consider adding
this route in the future. Thank you to those
who commented to Metro on this issue.

Photo by Donna Loughry

Be a Part of Clifton! Join Clifton Town Meeting Today!

Send a check or money order payable to Clifton Town Meeting, P.O. Box 20042, Cincinnati, OH 45220
Membership Categories

__Single (1 vote)..............................$14		__Senior citizen (1 vote)........$10
__Household (2 votes).....................$20
__Senior household (2 votes)$14
__Full-time college student (1 vote)$10
__Business (1 vote)................$40
__Life membership (2 votes)............$180
Name(s): _________________________________________________________________________
Address: _________________________________________________________
Phone:__________________Fax: ________________ E-mail: ________________________________
Please print legibly. Note: Information provided on this form will be for official CTM business only!
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Senior Center
News

By Nita Briggs
Clifton Senior Center is still mourning
the passing in April of our good friend
George Coorey, 83. He lived here at
Clifton Place and was a daily presence
at the Center. Known as the Piano Man,
George played for 31 years at the old
Gourmet Room, where he made friends
with many famous visitors. Blind from
birth, George began piano at age 5,
graduated from Miami University in
music, taught in the public schools,
gave piano lessons, and helped raise six
children. George’s last gig was here at the
Center: He would often play for us after
lunch, to our immense delight. And yes,
he did take requests!
In these stressful times, when public
institutions are struggling to fulfill their
missions, we are grateful that Good
Samaritan Hospital will once again
provide Thanksgiving and Christmas
dinners here at the Center. And, once
again, the generous family of Harriet
Janszen will do the serving.
Periodically we also need to put out
the call for volunteer help. Currently we
need assistance with our meals-on-wheels
program. If you have a spare hour once
a week, or even once a month, call Nita
Briggs at 861-6934.
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Arts Center
News

By Ruth Dickey, executive director
Thanks to so many of you, and after
more than six years of hard work, we are
thrilled that the auditorium on the top floor
of the Clifton School is now officially
open. Please come by to visit and take a
ride in our new elevator!
Mark your calendars and join us for:
• Book-signing party Thursday Dec. 9,
7–9 p.m. Celebrate the publication of
Virginia Bakery Remembered, sample
some schnecken, and get your signed
copies for holiday giving. Mmm,
schnecken!
• Clay Alliance Holiday Sale, Saturday
Dec. 11, 11 a.m.–5 p.m. Finish your
holiday shopping with one-of-a-kind
clay creations.
• Second Sunday Family Showtime,
Dec. 12, 2 p.m. Holiday Punch
Variety Show presented by the Frisch
Marionette Company.
• Young Artists’ Show, opening
Thursday Dec. 16, 6–8 p.m. Featuring
work by the talented students at
Annunciation School and FairviewClifton German Language School.
• Winter classes begin Tuesday Jan.
18. Get all the details and register at
www.cliftonculturalarts.org.

Classic Film Comedies
On Holiday Theme
By Gene Sorkin

Winter is upon us, and what better
way to ward off the chill than to laugh?
The Chimp Tent, as your local chapter of
the Laurel and Hardy Appreciation Society is known, is bringing some familyfriendly film fun to Clifton to make the
festive season even merrier.
Please join us on Saturday Dec. 11
from 6:45 to 10 p.m.
at the E.T. Carson
Masonic Lodge,
218 Ludlow Ave.,
for three (count
‘em, three!) Laurel
and Hardy movies:
Laughing Gravy,
Below Zero and The
Fixer-Uppers, along
with the Our Gang/
Little Rascals Bedtime Worries and the
Charley Chase silent short There Ain’t No
Santa Claus—with live keyboard accompaniment. Also on the bill: cartoons and a
fabulous raffle.
Please bring snacks/water/drinks to
share. Admission is $5 for adults; kids 12
and under are free. For more information,
visit our website at www.thechimptent.
com, or phone 559-0112. We hope to see
you there!

Recycling Makeover:
Bigger Bins, Rewards
By Sue Magness
The city’s Office of Environmental
Quality has introduced an enhanced recycling program that is expected to double the
volume of recyclables collected and help
the city reach its goal of diverting 25% of
household trash from landfills by 2013.
Each household will receive a new lidded 96-gallon recycling cart. Clifton’s will
arrive in December and January. The larger
carts mean less-frequent pickups and more
materials diverted from landfills, which reduces the waste-disposal fees the city pays.
In addition to giving residents the tools
to recycle more, the city also incorporated
a key motivator: financial incentives. With
a program called RecycleBank, Cincinnati
joins more than 300 communities across 26
states in rewarding citizens for recycling.
RecycleBank encourages recycling by
recording the amount of refuse a household
puts in its green bin and converting it into
points, which can be used to shop for rewards from hundreds of local and national
businesses in more than 20 categories online at www.RecycleBank.com. Most RecycleBank members redeem up to half their
earned points with local partners. Dozens of
Cincinnati businesses and restaurants, such
as Procter & Gamble, Graeter’s, Skyline,
and Northside Tavern have joined the program by offering discounts, gift certificates
and buy-one-get-one deals.
“It is our responsibility to be caretakers
of the Earth,” said Larry Falkin, director
of the city’s Cincinnati’s Office of Environmental Quality. “Our enhanced recycling program takes us one step closer to
ensuring that our city, our state, our planet,
will be healthy today and for generations to
come.”
For more information, visit www.
CincinnatiRecycles.org.

Bead Shop Opens

Remembrance of
Tea Rings Past

Artists’ Beads, recently opened at
362 Ludlow Ave., offers “a stunning
array of semi-precious beads, a dazzling
selection of Czech glass beads, the entire
line of high-quality Toho seed beads, a
gorgeous assortment of Unicorn beads,
a fabulous mixture of Kazuri beads, a
sparkling mix of Swarovski crystal beads,
and much more,” said owner Martha
Totten. “The friendly staff at our familyowned business will be glad to help you
with your beading projects, from concept
to creation to completion. We love beads!
Come in and see us and sign up for classes
that will begin in 2011.” Hours: 11 a.m.–8
p.m. Monday–Saturday, 1–5 p.m. Sunday.

Mouthwatering reveries will
be inspired by Virginia Bakery
Remembered, a 240-page paperback
recently published by the History
Press. This tribute to the Thie family’s
iconic Ludlow Avenue shop, which
created generations of schnecken
addicts from 1927 to 2005, is studded
with vignettes collected by coauthor Cynthia Kuhn Beischel from
newspapers and trade magazines,
firsthand experiences and customer
reminiscences. Rounding out this
full-flavored history are nearly 80
recipes adapted to the home kitchen,
with tips from co-author and Virginia
Bakery owner Tom Thie. The book
will be available at the book signing
at the Clifton Cultural Arts Center on
Thursday Dec. 9 from 7 to 9 p.m.,
as well as at local bookstores and on
Amazon.com for $24.99.
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Annunciation School

Submitted by Cindy Hardesty, principal
Under the instruction and guidance of
our art teacher, Kathy Chabot, Annunciation students will display their work in an
exhibit that opens at the Clifton Cultural
Arts Center, 3711 Clifton Ave., on Thursday Dec. 16 from 6 to 8 p.m. Featured will
be recycled projects, portraits, felt pieces
and religious art.
Please plan to join us for our annual
open house for prospective students on
Sunday Jan. 30 from 12:30 to 2:30 p.m.
And the Annual Annunciation International Festival will be Friday March 4 at
7 p.m. This event showcases the talents of
all Annunciation students in music, dance
and drama.

The Cincinnati Waldorf
School

Submitted by Christine Masur
Dip candles, decorate felt gnome hats,
and sample delicious baked goods and
savories while getting a jump on holiday shopping at the Cincinnati Waldorf
School’s free Holiday Faire on Saturday
Dec. 4 from 11 a.m. to 4 p.m., 5555 Little
Flower Ave., Mount Airy. The Artisans’
Merchant Hall will be filled with unique
handcrafted items selected to reflect the
school’s philosophy: intriguing pottery,
jewelry, fiber arts, hand-sewn dolls, toys,
soaps, books, locally made preserves and
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candies, hand-blown glass and more. There
will be puppet shows and plays, children’s
games and crafts, and musicians will be
playing toe-tapping tunes throughout the
day.
Visit our open house Saturday Feb.
5, 10 a.m.–1 p.m. For full details on both
these events, contact us at 541-0220, www.
cinciwaldorf.org or on Facebook.

Fairview-Clifton German
Language School
Submitted by Kevin Bray

The holiday season begins at
Fairview-Clifton with our annual Christmas Concert on Thursday Dec. 9 at 6:30
p.m. Enjoy performances by our talented
string orchestras, the band and the KinderChoir. The Holiday House Gift Shop will
be open that evening—a perfect place
for your child to find a special gift for
someone.
Math and Science Night is scheduled
for Thursday Jan. 27. This hugely popular event has over 50 exhibits. Teachers,
parents and many representatives from
the local scientific community will be on
hand with displays and activities that are
both fun and educational. Would you like
to volunteer for this event or do you have
an idea for a demonstration? Contact
Julie Kreimer at 363-2100. As with all
Fairview-Clifton events, everyone from
the community is invited and welcome!

GEBAS, the school’s parent board,
meets the first Monday of each month at 6
p.m. in the school library. It’s a great way
to find out what’s going on around the
school.

The New School
Montessori

Submitted by Ann Baumgardner
The New School Montessori, in
the historic Mitchell Mansion in North
Avondale, invites you to our open house
Sunday Jan. 30 from 2 to 4 p.m. You’ll
enjoy our wooded playgrounds, beautiful
gardens and a charming Victorian interior.
We embrace diversity in race, culture,
family and thought. Since 1970, our experienced teachers have been interweaving Montessori principles and problemsolving concepts, allowing the children to
discover their innate love of learning. Just
minutes from Clifton, we offer extended-,
full- and half-day programs for children
age 3 through grade 6.

Photo by Donna Loughry

Hughes High School DePaul Cristo Rey

Submitted by Andries van der Bent
The faculty and students of Hughes are
excited to be back in their newly renovated
100-year-old building. After two years of
major work both inside and out, our building certainly meets 21st-century education
needs. The school’s curriculum is also
undergoing a transformation, into a STEM
school for grades 7–12, which emphasizes
science, technology, engineering and mathematics. This college-prep focus includes
project-based learning and is part of state
and national efforts to give students opportunities and strong academic foundations
for the global economy. We invite everyone
to stop by for a visit and tour our building, with its 12 Rookwood fountains, rich
history and tradition, modern classrooms,
energetic staff and wonderful students. Call
the school at 363-7758 or visit our website http://hughes.cps-k12.org/ for further
information.

Submitted by Margee Garbsch

Students aren’t yet on campus, but
there’s lots going on at DePaul Cristo Rey,
the new Catholic college-prep high school
located in the former Concordia complex
on Central Parkway. Renovations will
wrap up early next year in anticipation of
the arrival of the first students in summer 2011.When the work is complete, the
school will host several open houses for
our neighbors in Clifton and the surrounding communities.
School staff continues to actively
recruit students. Those eligible to enroll will qualify for the federal free and
reduced lunch program and/or fall within
75% of the median household income of
Hamilton County. Families are invited
to contact the director of enrollment at
861-0600 to set up a personal conversation about admissions. To learn more, visit
www.depaulcristorey.org.

Clifton resident Alison Probst, a design
teacher at St. Ursula Academy for
more than 10 years, displays the medal
awarded in October by the Scholastic
Art and Writing Alliance. “This medal
represents my passion for educating
future generations of responsible
designers,” she said.

Apple Tree Preschool and Child Care
alumni (from bottom) Seth Carter,
Jared and Mandy Carden, Augusta and
Anson Battoclette and Kaitlyn Bottoms
enjoyed visiting their old stomping
grounds at a reunion Sept. 18. Current and former students and teachers,
along with parents, board members,
donors, friends and neighbors gathered
to celebrate 50 years of quality childhood education and honor teachers
with 10 or more years of service. For
more information about Apple Tree, call
221-8353.

Coupon

Hardware Clifton
344 Ludlow Ave, 513-281-9600
Mon-Fri 8-8, Sat 8-7, Sun 9-5
$5 off $25 of regular priced
merchandise
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Cincy State
Upgrades Lot
By Bob White
Cincinnati State’s $1.1 million redesign of its parking lot to provide a dedicated traffic light and to drastically reduce
stormwater runoff is nearing completion.
The traffic light on Ludlow at Rue
de la Paix is now operating, allowing two
lanes of traffic to use the only signalized
exit from the campus.
The updated parking lot incorporates
green stormwater control features designed with the Metropolitan Sewer District, which is providing about $450,000
for rain gardens, pervious (porous) paving, piping and other features. Rather than
running off the parking lot into the sewer
system, most water will percolate into
the ground and will either be absorbed or
will be piped to a basin near the school’s
greenhouse.
The temporary loss of surface parking during construction, coupled with
enrollment growth of more than 25% over
the past year, prompted school officials
to open a free overflow parking lot in
Northside with shuttle service in September. That service, along with a separate
overflow lot near Hopple Street for faculty
and staff, will be continued in the late fall
term, even after the rebuilt parking lot
opens.

8 Clifton Chronicle Winter 2010

Cincinnati State will also be announcing a new discount program with Metro
that will allow students to ride for $1, no
matter how many zones they cross.
School officials said they expect enrollment to remain strong for the foreseeable future. Among the reasons: growing
publicity about the extent and quality of
course offerings, the relatively low tuition,
the strong co-op program and high rate
of job placement after graduation, and an
economy that is forcing people at midcareer to seek training for new skills.

UC Learning Center
by Kelly Bigham

Did you know that a high-quality
program for early-childhood education is
available right in your neighborhood? The
UC Early Learning Center is one of only
104 three-star-rated programs in the state of
Ohio (see www.stepuptoquality.com). The
center is also accredited by the National Association for the Education of Young Children (www.naeyc.org) and serves a diverse
population of children ages 3 months to 5
years year round. There is also a summer
program for 5-to-8-year-olds. The UC Early
Learning Center offers nurturing environments facilitated by a team of degreed professionals. The daily curriculum is designed
to meet the individual needs of all children,
as well as including plenty of outdoor time
and community walks and trips.

The UC Bearcat and Kelly Tang enjoy the UC
Early Learning Center’s open house.

Our most recent community project is
our partnership with UC’s Office of Sustainability to create a sustainable garden. The
garden will serve as an outdoor learning
environment for both UC students and the
children of the center. Throughout the year,
the center offers special events and parent
education programs. To find out more about
the center and upcoming events, visit our
website at www.uc.edu/elc. You can also
contact Kelly Bigham at 961-2825 or kdbigham@fuse.net. Schedule your tour today!

Clifton Performance
Theatre News

By Carol Brammer and Matthew Cameron
For most of the history of the world,
people sang together and danced together
and wove these expressions into the fabric
of life. We are hardwired to express and
create. So why do so many of us say
that we cannot sing or dance or speak
when it is only that we are unpracticed
and untrained or just don’t have an
opportunity to build our confidence and
are therefore ... shy?
This question has been on my mind
since last week when a parent of one of
our students sat attentively watching our
Wizard of Oz rehearsal. Usually most
parents use the hour and a half as free
time, but this woman seemed to be in
a place of reflection. When class was
dismissed, she approached me and said,
“When did I lose this—the knowledge that
this was an important part of life?” She
went on to explain that she never really
got involved with shows or arts classes
as a younger person, even though she
always really enjoyed music and would
look forward to school dances and loved
to read poetry out loud. She was taken
aback by the idea that perhaps these
things had gotten boxed up and put away
in preparation for adulthood and that her
child was possibly headed in that direction
until she found CPT.

So here is a challenge to all who
read this: Regardless of your age, stage
of life, physical abilities or economic
situation, what makes you smile and feel
at peace in the world of expression? Is it
a rockin’ playlist from another decade you
can move to? Is it oil paints? Could it be
singing that song you always imagined
belting if you were the featured act in a
piano bar? Find it and give it at least an
hour a week. Who knows what talent lies
dormant in this lovely little community?
If you have not been to one of our
shows, join us any Sunday at 2 p.m. I’ll
bet you an ice cream cone you will be
happy you came. (Graeter’s always offers
buy one get one free if you take your
ticket stubs to them!) We are in production
for a musical version of A Christmas
Carol and currently enrolling for Jungle
Book as well as our music-theater prep
and vocal classes.

Erin Mahan as Dorothy, Sawyer Brammer as the Cowardly Lion and Lilu
Stoker as the Scarecrow hit the yellow
brick road in Clifton Performance Theatre’s production of The Wizard of Oz.
And the CTM Movie Night showing of
the classic film version at the Esquire,
which inspired many to attend in costume, was a great fundraising success,
thanks to Good Samaritan Hospital, the
Esquire, and the merchants who offered
raffle prizes and discounts.

Photo by Donna Loughry
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Here comes winter! To mark the
start of this brisk, beautiful season, we
will be treated to a little natural wonder:
a full moon on the winter solstice, with
a total lunar eclipse to boot, on Tuesday Dec. 21. I’m not sure how that is
supposed to affect our mood, but if you
hear a howl in the middle of that cold
winter’s night, it could just be Mr. Eric!
If you are looking to share great
books with thoughtful, intelligent people, please join us for one of the longestrunning book clubs in Cincinnati: the
Clifton Book Discussion Group. It meets
at the library on the second Wednesday
of each month at 10:30 a.m.
Dates and titles:
Dec. 8: Hotel on the Corner of Bitter
and Sweet by Jamie Ford
Jan. 12: Kings of the Earth by Jon
Clinch
Feb. 9: The Handbook for Lightning
Strike Survivors by Michele YoungStone
March 9: Alex & Me: How a Scientist
and a Parrot Discovered a Hidden
World of Animal Intelligence—and
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Formed a Deep Bond in the Process
by Irene M. Pepperberg. This book
is the 2011 On the Same Page selection.
April 13: Room by Emma Donoghue
May 11: The Imperfectionists by Tom
Rachman
Hola! Bonjour! Guten Tag! Nih hao!
Namaste! Konnichiwa! And . . . hello!
If you’re new to the English language,
join us at the Clifton branch library
each Thursday at 1 p.m. for the English Conversation Group. While not a
formal ESL class, it brings people from
all over the world together to practice
their English and ask questions they may
have about American customs, idioms
or those myriad exceptions to the rules
of the language. Our reference librarian
Don serves as moderator.
As the holiday season approaches,
don’t forget what a wonderful resource
your public library is . . . and it’s all
free! We have holiday cookbooks, crafts
books, decorating books, and lots of
CDs to put you in the mood for celebrating. So as you’re strolling along Ludlow,
shopping and taking in all the holiday
cheer, please stop in and visit us.

Season’s
Greetings

Trailside Nature
Center News
By Michael George, director
Come our of hibernation for these
winter program at Burnet Woods:

Winter Break Camp
Wed. Dec. 29, 9:30 a.m.–2:30 p.m., for
kindergarten –3rd grade.
Join in on the fun as we hike, play
games, make crafts and simply relax with
a story. Don’t forget to bundle up, pack a
lunch and drink, and be ready for an exciting time. The fee —$15 city residents, $20
others—must be paid by Dec. 24. Complete and mail in the form on our website:
www.cincinnatiparks.com/explore-nature/
registration-form-downloads.
For more information, call 761-4313.
Winter Woodland Hike
Sat. Feb. 5, 3–4:30 p.m.
Join us for a brisk hike through
one of Cincinnati’s older urban forests.
We’ll explore the history of the park and
perhaps encounter some of its fauna. Meet
at the Trailside Nature Center. For more
information, call 751-3679.
Wolff Planetarium Shows
Join us for an introduction to the constellations and some of the legends connected to them. Open to adults and older

children accompanied by adults. Seating
is limited; call 751-3679 for reservations.
Fee: $3.
Sat. Dec. 4, 1–2 p.m All About Orion
Wed. Dec. 22, 7–8 p.m. Holiday Skies
Fri. Jan. 21, 7–8 p.m. Winter Constellations
Sat. Feb. 5, 1–2 p.m. All About Orion
Fri. Feb. 11, 7–8 p.m. The Stars in Your
Eyes: Valentine Date Night. A special
evening of romance under the stars.
Fri. Feb. 18, 7–8 p.m. Native American
Skies

Ludlow in Autumn

Critter Alert
Be especially vigilant behind the
wheel at dusk and dawn: A herd of five
or more deer has been rambling through
Clifton, particularly in the Manor Hill
area. Coyotes have also been seen in the
area. If you spot a coyote, please contact
SPCA Cincinnati at 541-6100 during
regular business hours or 825-2280
after hours. Coyotes can pose a threat to
small pets, so keep an eye out!

by Veronica Moore

We awoke this morning to another
sunlit day, a day surrounded by the brilliant colors of summer coming to rest in
yet another transition of the seasons.
Eager to begin their morning rounds,
my two dogs and I rushed down the stairs
and began our walk down Ludlow Avenue
that had, for so many years, provided us
with such joy. The familiar scent of frying onions, the visual delight of autumn
leaves married to a unique array of storefront windows and the smiling faces of the
locals defined that joy. I realized at that
moment how lucky we are.
Ludlow Avenue, a street nestled in the
midst of the sub-city known as Clifton,
possesses the ambience of a quaint village. A village that is alive with a diversity
of cultures and a friendliness of spirits that
brings to all of us the promise of unity,
camaraderie, and a hope for a better tomorrow. May we all be touched by many
more seasons such as these and with those
seasons a storage of memories for all of us
to share.

Image as photoshopped, placing a
coyote on a Clifton sidewalk.

Lantern Walk Legacy
Lights Up the Night
The Clifton Lantern Walk, held on the first Sunday after
Halloween, comes from a German tradition that commemorates
the day St. Martin was buried. One winter, when St. Martin was
a young soldier on horseback, he came upon a shivering beggar.
St. Martin took out his sword and cut his cloak in half to share
with the man. Today, the story is remembered by children parading after dark, carrying lanterns and singing songs, following a
person on horseback representing St. Martin. The Clifton parade
is led by a mounted policeman, and the singing is done by
Fairview-Clifton Kinderchor.
This year, the weather was perfect for an evening stroll.
Bobby the horse was a little put off by the bright cruiser lights,
but the police did an excellent job keeping the walkers safe as

A Midnight
Experience
By Donna Loughry

The other night, about midnight,
I was lying in bed awake, thinking
about the next day’s task: laying out the
Clifton Chronicle. All was quiet. No
cars were going by. No helicopters were
overhead on their way to the hospitals.
Not even the wind was blowing.
Then it started. Aooooooooooh,
aooooooooooooh, aooooooooooooooo
ooooooooooooooooh. It sounded like
it was in the ravine behind our house.
Aooooooooooooooooooh,
aooooooooooooooooooooooooooooh.
It was not very loud or mean-sounding,
but rather plaintive. It did not sound like
a beagle howl because it was too long.
Nor did it sound human. It was too highpitched to be a wolf. The howl of a wolf
has a lower pitch and it sounds hollow.
Could it be something I’d read about in
the story at left, “Critter Alert”?
If raccoons and field mice are on
coyotes’ menu, it would explain the
reduction in my raccoon sightings
during the past six to eight months. It
would also explain the lack of field mice
in our basement. The more I think about
and remember that very eerie sound, the
more I think, yes, it could have been a
coyote off in the distance. After hearing that sound, it took quite a while to
get back to sleep. And I’ll never forget
it!

they paraded down the streets with their lanterns. Many thanks
to Father Grogan and the Annunciation contingent, organizer
Chris Morsch and the hardworking luminary crew headed by
Ian Goodall and staffed by Tom Davoran and Doug Stiens.
The families who helped with the luminaries:
Knapps, Brittons, Wongs, Dewees, Dreschlers, Fichtenbaums, Moores, Hartmanns, Stiens, Kaminskis and Davorans.
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Clay Artists’
Wares at Fair
The Clay Alliance of Greater Cincinnati will hold a holiday fair Saturday
Dec. 11 from 11 a.m. to 5 p.m. in the
lobby and the adjacent meeting room of
the Clifton Cultural Arts Center, 3711
Clifton Ave. This one-day juried event
showcases the diverse talents of our local
ceramics community. Admission is free,
and plenty of free parking can be found
nearby.
The show will offer a wide variety of
items all made from clay: jewelry, decorative items for the garden, tableware,
serving pieces, ornaments, other seasonal
items and nature-inspired sculpture.
There are pieces available for every budget, and credit cards are accepted.
The goals of the Clay Alliance,
founded in 1999, are to raise the profile
of clay artists in Greater Cincinnati and
make education in clay art accessible
to all. Every year the Alliance hosts the
charity fundraiser Empty Bowls, a spring
pottery fair and various professional
workshops. Our diverse group of 160,
from beginner to university-educated,
produces an equally diverse range of
work. We provide exhibition opportunities through juried and invitational shows
throughout the region. Our regular meetings are quarterly. To get more information, visit www.ClayAlliance.org.

Breakfast with
Santa at Immanuel
Presbyterian Church

Jerzy Barankiewicz won second prize
for his pottery at the Hyde Park Art
Show in early October. He creates his
ceramics at the Clifton Recreation Center, where you can stop in and congratulate him! His work will also be on sale
at the holiday fair (see story at left).

Ho! Ho! Ho! The annual Breakfast
with Santa at Immanuel Presbyterian
Church, 3445 Clifton Ave., will be
Saturday Dec. 4 at 9:30, with a holiday
bazaar beginning at 10:30. Come get your
picture taken with Santa, and enjoy crafts,
games and entertainment for the kids.
Cost is $7 for children, $1 for adults. Visit
www.immanuelpresby.org or contact the
church by e-mail at secretary3445@cinci.
rr.com or by phone at 751-0312.

CCAC counts on support from
folks like you
to ensure we are here to support
events, classes, and exhibits
Donate online at cliftonculturalarts.org.

Clifton Community Electronic Newsletter
If you would like to receive e-mail notification of community events,
meetings and important news impacting Clifton,
follow the instructions below to add your name to the
Clifton Community News mailing list.
This list is administered by the Clifton Town Meeting (ctm) and
will only be used by ctm for official ctm business
(ctm meeting notices, important actions taken by ctm, and information
related to events sponsored by ctm, etc.).

Set a striking table with unique pieces
from Clay Alliance.

• Send an email to listsrv@list.cliftoncommunity.org
• Leave the ‘Subject’ line blank.
• In the message place Subscribe CliftonNews.
You will receive an e-mail welcoming you to the list!
(To Unsubscribe, follow the same instructions but replace
‘Subscribe’ with ‘Unsubscribe’).
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StreetScapes

A Street Painting Festival - Thanks
Presenting Sponsor:
Clifton Town Meeting

Crowds enjoy the strolling musicians and chalk
masterpieces re-created on Telford Avenue
during the annual Clifton StreetScapes event.

Students from the Artworks program transform
cars into moveable art.
Photos by Helen Adams

Presenting Partners:
CityBeat
Gaslight Property
Uptown Cincinnati
Clifton Business & Professional
Assoc.
Good Samaritan Hospital
Art Works
Elite Level Sponsors:
Financial Management Incentives, Inc.
Mrs. John Strader IV
Jack Brand Interests, LLC
Pangaea Trading Comp.
Helen Adams Photograph
Joint Painting Sponsors:
Signs of All Kinds
Esquire Theatre
Fries Cafe
Graeter's
Subway
Comey and Shepherd on Ludlow
Olives at the Ludlow Garage
Sitwell's Coffee House

Mayo Memoir

Give a gift that celebrates Clifton this
holiday. StreetScapes T-shirts are on
sale at selected Ludlow merchants.

The Mayo Clinic in Rochester, Minn.,
has long been renowned for treating rare
and complex medical conditions. One
patient who knows the facility better than
most is Thomas A. Long, a retired UC
professor of philosophy, who has been
getting treatment there since 1954. He has
chronicled his experiences in a memoir,
If This Isn’t Cincinnati, It Must Be Mayo,
published by Artpacks of Rochester. His
story begins in the pre-antibiotic year of
1937 with his struggles in Cincinnati with
childhood osteomyelitis and a variety of
related diseases. Then the focus shifts to
Mayo, where he undergoes a series of

Benefactor Level:
It's Yoga
Biagio's Bistro
Ace Hardware
Catt Lyon Design
Howell Ave. Pet Hospital
Hyde Park Painting
John Kurak, Jr.
Skyline Chili
Keller's IGA
La Poste
Contributor Level:
US Bank
Ludlow Wines
Frick chiropractic
Clifton Marathon
Brown's Tours & Travel Services
Clifton Performance Theatre
The Mustard Seed Boutique
Dewey's Pizza
Proud Rooster
Aquarius Star
Farmer John

It Happens in Clifton!
groundbreaking surgical procedures. The
book describes encounters with many
memorable physicians in Cincinnati and at
Mayo, and offers a reflection on the Clinic
as a patient-centered institution.
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Running in Clifton Uptown Consortium
By T.J. Lentz
Whether you prefer the loneliness of
the long-distance runner or to run with a
pack, Clifton provides ample opportunities.
My wife Renee prefers to run in
groups and consequently proselytizes
potential training partners about the
benefits of running at 5:30 a.m., when the
pre-dawn stillness allows for easy navigation of Clifton streets. At this hour, even
the major thoroughfares (Clifton Avenue
leading up the hill past Burnet Woods and
then McMillan around the UC campus and
back around the EPA building via Vine
Street/Jefferson Avenue) provide a fairly
serene but stimulating environment with
roughly three miles of rolling terrain.
Unlike Renee, I prefer to run these
nearly deserted streets solo, except for
the periodic encounter with another likeminded runner—for instance, the everconsistent Carl and his canine companion,
hitting their strides padding along Clifton
sidewalks nearly every morning.
Afternoons and evenings provide
other peoplescapes; we’ll share those
other courses in future issues. For those
who do opt to run before sunrise, here are
a few tips:
1. See and be seen. Run along welllighted streets and wear light-colored
or reflective clothing.
2. Beware of potholes, uneven sidewalks and surfaces made slippery by
leaves, gravel or ice.
3. Even if you do prefer to run alone, it’s
safer to run with others. It also helps
keep you motivated.
4. Finally, pick up the pace!
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News

By Beth Robinson, president/CEO
The Uptown Consortium has been
working on several projects over the past
few months that will have a positive and
lasting effect on the Uptown community.
In partnership with TriHealth, we
have been working on funding a new
67,000-square-foot medical office building on the main campus of Good Samaritan Hospital. Group Health Associates
will move there from its longtime location at Clifton Avenue and Martin Luther
King Drive. The new facility will provide
plenty of parking and accommodate the
practice’s planned growth for years to
come. This project is important to Clifton
and the Uptown area because it will create
and retain jobs, provide access to health
services in the urban core, and ensure that
Group Health remains in the community
long term.
The Consortium teamed up with the
Short Vine Business Association to create
the Bearcats Block Party, on Short Vine
between W. Corry and Charlton. The
crowd’s favorite dunking booth, kids’
inflatable funhouse, live music, scrumptious food, cold beverages, nostalgic
funnel cakes and cotton candy have made
these tailgating parties buzz with excitement. Mark your calendars for the last

bash of the season: Saturday Dec. 4, UC v.
Pittsburgh. For more information, contact
Janelle Lee at 861-0815 or jlee@uptownconsortium.org.
You can follow all our ongoing projects and activities on our website, www.
uptowncincinnati.org.

Greetings to all my old customers
and friends of accuPhoto (1984–2000).
I can’t believe it’s been 10 years since I
closed the lab. I still live in Clifton, and
every time I walk down Ludlow Avenue,
someone will greet me and ask me
what I’m doing now, how my daughter
is or a photography-related question.
That gave me the idea for this column
and a new blog at www.1001phototips.
com. In future issues of the Chronicle,
I will be answering questions related
to both conventional (film) and digital
photography. Together, we will explore
what to do with those thousands of images
we collect in shoeboxes and on our hard

drives and cellphones.
Because the holidays are quickly
approaching, giving gifts and sending
greeting cards come to mind. Personalized
cards and gifts made from your
favorite photos are popular and greatly
appreciated. There are many possibilities
for unique gifts that are inexpensive
and fun to give: photo postage stamps,
calendars, jigsaw puzzles, coffee mugs,
T-shirts, sweatshirts and hoodies, aprons,
blankets and quilts, clocks, playing cards
and more. See ya at www.1001phototips.
com!
.....
Dave Evans has been involved in photography
and visual communications for over 40
years, and has lived and worked in Clifton
most of that time. He owned and operated
accuPhoto on Ludlow for 13 years. Contact
him at accuPhoto@aol.com with your photo
questions, which could be answered in the next
edition of the Chronicle!

Wine Shop
Celebrates
By Mike Anagnostou

In 2013 Ludlow Wines will
celebrate its 50th anniversary. It is the
oldest wine shop in Greater Cincinnati.
To mark this milestone, starting
now we will donate the proceeds from
our sale of Gruet Brut sparkling wine to

Tomlohre.com
Camping out for Cincinnati Public's magnet-school enrollment was a family affair as
more than 150 people pitched their tents Nov. 11–16 near Fairview-Clifton German
Language School, where no. 75 was the stated cutoff; numbers at least as high as 90
were issued to hopeful parents.

the New Clifton Library Branch Fund.
The library must raise $3.5 million for
the renovation and move. Gruet is a
superb domestic producer and one of
our top sellers.
We are humbled by the appreciation
our shop enjoys, grateful that we are the
current beneficiaries of your patronage
and good will, and dedicated to being
strong contributing citizens to the
Clifton community.

Littsie Returns
Clifton author Jinny Powers
Berten’s award-winning children’s
novel Littsie of Cincinnati, the tale of
a brave girl orphaned by the cholera
epidemic of 1832, has become a standard in the Cincinnati Public Schools.
In the recently published sequel, Littsie
and the Underground Railroad, Littsie
O’Donnell struggles to raise her little
sister and becomes involved in the Underground Railroad. Littsie’s friendship
with a former slave, Euleen Randolph,
is deepened as they both discover the
meaning of freedom and the sacrifice
it takes to be an Underground Railroad
conductor. Their story brings to life
abolitionists such as Harriet Beecher
Stowe, James Birney, Theodore Weld,
William Casey and Angelina Grimke.
Aided in their adventures by a former
circus horse, Dan, they learn that freedom does not come easily; it requires
courage and commitment. The book,
from Fountain Square Publishing, is
available at Keller’s IGA and all major
bookstores.
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Calendar
Mon. Dec. 6, 7 p.m. Cincinnati Youth Wind Ensemble
and Cincinnati Junior Youth Wind Ensemble, Corbett
Auditorium
Wed. Dec. 8, 8 p.m. CCM Prep Brass Choir, Werner Recital Hall
Fri.-Sat. Dec. 10-11, 7:30 p.m. CCM Youth Ballet Company,
Patricia Corbett Theater
Sun. Dec. 12., 3 p.m. Cincinnati Junior Strings, Patricia Corbett
Theater
Fri.-Sat. Dec. 17-18, 8 p.m. Violinist Hilary Hahn plays Mozart
with the CSO, Music Hall
Sun. Dec. 19, 3 p.m. CSO presents Handel’s Messiah, Music
Hall
Sun. Dec. 19, 2:30-5:30 p.m. VeganEarth Potluck Holiday Party
with Lagniappe Cajun Band, Clifton United Methodist
Church
Fri. Dec. 31, 7:30 p.m. Celebrate New Year’s Eve with CSO!
Gershwin: From New York to Paris. Music Hall
Thu. Jan. 6, 8 p.m. CCM Faculty Artist Series: Joel Hoffman,
“Three Paths.” For a complete listing of CCM events, visit
http://tinyurl.com/1011ccm-season
Sat. Jan. 15, 8 p.m. Mary Wilson of the Supremes with the CSO
Pops, Music Hall
Fri.-Sat. Jan. 21-22, 8 p.m. CSO presents “Russian Fortunes,”
Music Hall
Fri. Jan 28, 11 a.m., & Sat. Jan. 29, 8 p.m. Pianist Andre Watts
plays Beethoven with the CSO, Music Hall
Fri. Jan. 28, 7:30 p.m. Turandot, Corbett Auditorium
Tue. Feb. 1. Deadline for spring Chronicle
Thu. Feb 3, 7:30 p.m., & Sat. Feb. 5, 8 p.m. Paavo Järvi
conducts the CSO in Mahler 7, Music Hall
Sat. Feb. 5, 8 p.m. CCM Wind Symphony, “Wind Music from
Europe”
Sun. Feb. 6, 4 p.m. CCM Jazz Series, “Freedom, Struggle and
Triumph,” Corbett Auditorium
Thu.-Sun. Feb. 10-13. The Marriage of Figaro, Patricia Corbett
Theater
Sat. Feb. 12, 8 p.m. CSO Pops, “A Hollywood Valentine,”
Music Hall
Fri. Feb. 18, 11 a.m., Sat. Feb. 19, 8 p.m, & Sun. Feb. 20, 3 p.m.
CSO presents Beethoven 5, Music Hall
Fri. Feb 18, 8 p.m. CCM Winds Series, “Prism XIV: From CCM
with Love”
Wed. Feb. 23, 8 p.m. CCM Orchestra Series, “CCM Concerto
Competition Winners Concert”
Thu. Feb 24, 7:30 p.m., & Sat. Feb 26, 8 p.m. Pianist Yefim
Bronfman plays Tchaikovsky with the CSO, Music Hall
Thu.-Sun. Feb. 24-27. Rent, Corbett Auditorium
March 1. Spring Chronicle in mailboxes
Tue. March 1, 8 p.m. CCM Choral Series, “Winter Concert”

Photo by Donna Loughry

