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All Cliftonites, especially children, are welcome at
the annual Memorial Day parade! Gather Monday,
May 30, at 10:30 a.m. at McAlpin and Middleton.
The parade begins at 11 a.m.

Image: tomlohre.com

This year, for the first time ever, the “Cafe De Wheels”
Food Truck will cook the food for the picnic. Cincinnati
Magazine recently ranked “Cafe De Wheels” in the top 40
of the best burgers served in any Cincinnati Restaurant.

CTM Kellers Update

Thomas Acito, owner of “Cafe De Wheels”, is a Clifton
resident and is excited about the opportunity to participate
in this neighborhood tradition.

Down Home Cajun Cookin’
On Ludlow

Clifton Plaza Property
Taxes Lowered

By now we’ve all heard the good news
that the owners of Keller’s have agreed
to sell Keller’s IGA to Steve Goessling,…

By Josephine McKenrick
In June there will be a new restaurant
in the neighborhood – J. Gumbo’s. The
restaurant will open in the old Virginia Bakery space and will bring a fresh
choice of dining to Clifton. Kim & Wally
Lester, and Kim’s father Ed Ely, will
own the restaurant. They already own
a location in downtown Cincinnati. All
three were born and raised in Cincinnati and Wally attended the University
of Cincinnati.
“We first dined at J. Gumbo’s in Louisville and loved the food and concept,
and wanted to bring it to Cincinnati,”…

By Dick Druffel
The Clifton Community LLC, a membership between Clifton Town Meeting, the Clifton Business and Professional Association and the company
which owns the Clifton Plaza, received
an unexpected Easter present. Hamilton
County sent a 2011 Tentative Value Notice informing them the property at 333
Ludlow had been revalued to reflect its
status as commercial vacant land. The
net result will be a substantial decrease
in property taxes for the site. It is anticipated that the taxes will be reduced
from approximately $4,300…

See Page 3

See Page 5

See Page 8

By Pete Schneider
We are expecting to close on the IGA
transaction Friday, May 13. Once that occurs we expect to proceed with various
upgrades, remodeling and renovations.
We will stay on a tight time line and
wish to open as soon as possible. We are
all excited and ready to get started. Once
we are past the closing, I expect a faster
pace and certainly can make more definite plans on all the great plans we have.
–Stephen Goessling
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CTM President’s Letter
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Committee Update
Through its committee and liaison
structure, CTM serves the community
in ways too numerous to enumerate.
CTM works through issues like parking
problems created by the growth of Cincinnati State, identifies new opportunities to make Clifton more vibrant and
attractive and facilitates dialogue and
communication among residents and
between residents and other stakeholders.
CTM publishes The Chronicle; organizes the Streetscapes chalk murals festival; manages the Plaza; reviews zoning
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Clifton House Tour; communicates with
Clifton residents via the website and
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By Karen Imbus
April prepares her green traffic light and
the world thinks Go.
– Christopher Morley, John Mistletoe
CTM’s Beautification Committee got
going April 9. Thanks goes to Mary Jo
Vesper, Mary Rita Dominic, Dan Montgomery and Adam Balz, who refreshed
the soil in the urns on Ludlow and Telford and planted pansies which don’t
mind the early spring chill. The full
spring planting is scheduled for May 7,
when volunteers will replace the pansies with hardier summer varieties, fill
hanging baskets and plant the window
boxes at the firehouse – just in time for
Mother’s Day. Thanks to the Clifton
Business and Professional Association
for mulching the tree beds in the business district. Many hands make
light work.

melanied@cinci.rr.com
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Kellers Update
continued from pg. 1

…the owner of three other groceries including the Reading IGA. Mr. Goessling
has said that he plans to undertake a
significant renovation of the site, transforming it into the flagship store within
the chain, expanding the breadth and
depth of the store’s product offerings.

Needless to say, the members of
CTM and the community at large are
thrilled at what is now a solid prospect of the re-opening of a full service
grocery store in the neighborhood as
well as Mr. Goessling’s commitment to
re-tool the store; not only to cater to
the local needs and grocery demands
of the neighborhood but to ensure that

that the business will remain viable and
strong well into the future as a cornerstone of the Ludlow Avenue business
community.
CTM would like to offer their thanks
to John Vierling and Charlie Dugger for
their willingness to ensure that the business remains local and in the hands of…
continued on pg. 8
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The New School Montessori
By Ann Baumgardner
Andrea Torrice, an award-winning journalist and video producer, celebrated
The New School Montessori’s 40th anniversary by capturing the story of our
beginnings in a brief film. Andrea and
her crew conducted interviews with
former students, staff and parents who
nurtured the school in its early days.
This “look into our past” helps us appreciate the beauty and historic nature
of our campus as our students nestle
in window seats with a good book,
stretch out on the floor to solve a math
problem, enjoy a home-cooked lunch
and explore nature in our gardens and
wooded play yard. We also embrace
“the new” as TNSM continues to be a
leader in education with our dually accredited Montessori program for ages
3-12. We are proud of our graduates as
they go on to assume leadership roles at
area schools. To learn more visit www.
thenewschool.cc or call 281-7999 to
schedule a tour.
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Cajun Cookin’ On Ludlow
continued from pg. 1

…said Kim. “We have had so many
people coming up to us saying they’re
happy we are coming to Clifton, and we
hope to exceed their expectations for
quality, authentic Cajun food.”
The founder, Billy Fox, was born and
raised in Louisiana and created all of
the food for J. Gumbo’s from recipes he
learned in his grandma’s kitchen. The
Clifton menu will be the same as the
online menu but they will offer some
seasonal entrees as well, such as Zydeco
Chicken in spring and summer and
Chicken Red Hot in the fall and winter.
J. Gumbo’s will be at The Taste of
Cincinnati this Memorial Day weekend
to whet your Cajun appetite. For more
information visit jgumbos.com.
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Small Business Retention
Program Update
By Beth Robinson
A business partnership between Uptown Consortium, Inc. (UCI) and the
Hamilton County Development Company (HCDC) was created to initiate
a comprehensive and proactive small
business assistance program in Uptown
Cincinnati. The purpose of the program
is to strengthen the current understanding of small business concerns and
provide technical assistance to promote
the success of small businesses. This
program allows for early warning systems to flag at-risk businesses that may
need assistance.
In February 2011, Catherine Fitzgerald, Economic Development Manager
with HCDC, and Janelle Lee, Director of
Business and Community Affairs from
UCI started interviewing and surveying
businesses in Ludlow Business District
in Clifton. They spent 90 days gathering
data on the benefits of being located on
Ludlow; obstacles to being located on
Ludlow; what would be a good business
additional to the existing businesses in
the Clifton area; and capturing general
comments and concerns.
During the 90 days over 18 interviews
were conducted and 16 one-on-one
small business coaching and technical
sessions were held. Several businesses
have taken advantage of the coaching
and been scheduled for more than one
session. The results of the interviews
will be shared with the Clifton Business
and Entertainment Collaborative (CBEC)
and city officials.
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Clifton Chronicle
p.o. Box 20067
Cincinnati, OH 45220
Mailing List
If you receive more than one copy of the Clifton Chronicle,
receive no copy, want a copy delivered or do not
want to receive the Chronicle in the mail, please e-mail:
tom@tomlohre.com.

Kellers Update

Rec Center News

By Tom Reese, Service Area Coordinator
…those who understand the local,
A new season means activities of all
neighborhood component of a store
kinds, so please watch for our chilsuch as this. Thanks also to the various
dren at play as we welcome our Sumgroups and individuals who participated mer Camp participants and parents,
in the activities focused on supporting
June 6-August 12th, Monday- Friday,
Keller’s through the uncertainty.
7:00am- 6:00pm.
We look forward to the re-opening of
Our own Fairview Hilltoppers Seniors
the store and welcoming Steve Goesshave traveled to Playhouse in the Park,
ling to the community.
for the latest show and recently visited
Camp Dennison for the Civil War history
Taxes Lowered
tour by the Daughters of the American
continued from pg. 1 Revolution. Call Arnelle for more info
…to $1,400, a savings of $2,900 annually. and an updated schedule of visits and
“This is great news and could not
fieldtrips.
come at a better time,” said Jack Brand,
Ask about Arts 4 Artists meetings on
president of the CBPA. “With Keller’s
Tuesdays if you are looking for sharing
closing, the Clifton Merchant Parking
creative energy and community art projLot revenues are lower putting pressure ects. Their latest collaboration with Haron our finances.”
mony Gardens, entitled A Healthy Girl
was supported by many of our local artists and exhibited at the new location of
Artswave, formerly the Fine Arts Fund.
continued from pg. 3
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Join us for Pottery class, Fencing or
Karate, or stop by on Tuesday nights
and try our Beachbody Fitness classes,
free to any current member (Annual
All City Adult membership on sale now
for$25 and 50+ Seniors are only $10).
Please welcome Paulina Flores, our
new ZUMBA Instructor on Thursday
nights 6:30-7:30 and get registered for
$10 class or $80 10 week session with
your CRC membership.
CSA=Community Supported Agriculture shares by Napoleon Ridge Farm
coming to Clifton Center, Tuesdays
through August 4:00-6:00 in the Clifton Center parking lot. Call the center
or search www.napoleonridgefarm.com
for registration forms and more information.
Interested in offering a class or a special event? Call Mr. Tom at 961-5681 for
details on joining our Clifton contractors. Have a safe summer!

