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An inner-city village

BY CAROL FRIEL
PHOTOGRAPHS BY MARY GUSTAFSON
AND GERALD FRANKLIN




Plunk in the middle of the urban world,

Clifton clings to its history with

fine old homes, gas lights and the mind-
refreshing Burnet Woods that edges up to

the University of Cincinnati. But it's

not all old and contemplative. That

modern invention — the Walkathon — brings

out Clifton kids in whooping droves to
raise money for local projects.
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hree miles north of downtown Cincin-
nati, the charm of the past and the
excitement of the present blend in the
woods and hills of Clifton.

Even in the last century, Clifton was
a well-defined locale with its own gov-
ernment, its own local characters, its
own way of life.

The pace was more leisurely then.
Street cars, brought: up hill on the
Bellevue incline, vied with horse car-
riages on Clifton Avenue.

The board sidewalks were crowded
with University of Cincinnati students
and professors. West of Clifton Avenue,
past Hebrew Union College, the woods
were interrupted by a rock quarry and
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a nine-hole golf course, but there were
no houses.

Nineteenth century Clifton grew rap-
idly after 1842, when Charles Clark-
son's 600-acre farm, named *‘Clifton",
(and which had been mortgaged dur-
ing the 1837 money panic) was repos-
sessed by the Lafayette Bank and sub-
divided into 10-60 acre lots.

The lots were bought by such early
commuters as W.C.W. Gano, who rode
his horse into Cincinnati each day to
his bank cashier job.

Other lots were bought by some of
Cincinnati's newly-wealthy brewers,
pork packers, shippers and manufac-
turers. By the 1860’s, there were a
number of palatial estates in the La-
fayette Avenue area of Clifton. Money
seemed no object.

One house allegedly built by a ship’s
captain had a widow's walk with a view
of the canal. The owner of Scarlet Oaks
had a tower built into his house which
supposedly looked down on his first
wife's tombstone in Spring Grove Cem-
etery.

A leader, then, among Clifton's new
"“city folk” was a distinguished lawyer
and early civil rights advocate with the
colorful name of Flamen Ball. He was
Clifton’s mayor for 20 years after it
incorporated in 1850. Village ordi-
nances passed during Ball's time pro-
hibited “Immoral practices on Sunday"’
“Racing an animal or driving a vehicle
faster than six miles per hour”, and
“cutting down or maliciously injuring
trees and bushes.”

The famous and infamous have, over
the years, enjoyed the pleasures of
Clifton. George B. “‘Boss’' Cox, Cincin-
nati's notorious tavernkeeper-turned-
political-czar, lived in his mansion,
Parkview, on the corner of Jefferson
and Brookline in Clifton during the
years he was dictating policies, dis-
pensing patronage, and hatching politi-
cal intrigues.

William Howard Taft, former Presi-
dent and Chief Justice, used to swim in
Brown's Basin, the largest of a group

Space, commerce, kids, old folks, work,
play ... they’re all part of Clifton, as
they are a part of any community that
successfully manages to have a say in
its destiny. Top left, the home of
Councilmember David Mann; Walkathon
hoofers at the Probasco Fountain
checkpoint; below, a typical bus stop
scene; two Clifton soccer teams in
half-time play at a Comets’ match. Top
right, a potter at work at Earthworks;

a loom demonstration at Peterson’s
Yarn Store; below, the Ludlow Avenue
business district . . . the commercial hub
of the real Clifton.




THE HAPPY PLACE
FOR YOUR
©FFICE

Close to Eastern Suburbs

BIG COMPANY OR ONE MAN —
MOVE TO THESE BENEFITS

o Plenty of Free Parking

e Large Free Conference Room

o Professional Janitor Service Nightly

e Air Conditioning with Your Own Controls

o Carpeting — Drapes — Paneling— Utilities
e On Premises Maintenance and Management
e Month to Month or Long Leases, $75 up

o Four Floors — Automatic Elevator

OTHER SERVICES HERE

Computer, Secretarial & Phone Answering
Large Storage Space — Your Own Lock

Barber Shop — Six Vending Machines
Indoor Swim Pool — Sauna

COLONIAL
CENTER
BUILDING

U.S. Route 50 — Wooster Pike — Fairfax
12 min. from Downtown — 5 min. from 1-71

Call 561-4400

5725 Dragon Way — Cincinnati 45227
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Face-to-face diversity in church design.

of basins formed by the Miami-Erie
Canal in the Clifton area.

Clifton of the late 1800's had many
of the physical characteristics of its
farm origins. Several streams ran
through the wooded hills; water fowl
lived on the two ponds east of Clifton
Avenue; and raccoons, rabbits, fox, ow!
and deer roamed the glens.

Today, many of Clifton’s hillsides are
still wooded, sheltering rabbits, rac-
coons and other wildlife. Clifton’s rac-
coon population was, in fact, the sub-
ject of a recent study conducted by two
UC graduate students for their thesis.

Rawson Bird Preserve provides a
nesting place for clouds of migrating
birds on the flyway between northern
nesting grounds and southern winter-
ing sites. It is also a stopover for the
wild geese which feed at the Zoo and
nest in Spring Grove Cemetery.

Burnet Woods Trailside Nature Cen-
ter conducts nature walks and provides
lectures on the resident birds, trees,
wildflowers and general ecology of the
area

And there is still a pond — in Burnet
Woods — which is home to wild and
domestic waterfowl. In fact, the wild
mallards hatch their chicks more suc-
cessfully than do their domestic rela-
tives. Puzzled park officials discovered
that the wily mallards, less trusting of
their environment, were hiding their
camouflaged eggs, while the big, white
ducks and geese lay theirs in plain
sight of a human neighbor who collects
them for breakfast.

Some property in Clifton retains the

JUNE 12 — AUG. 23

POST TIME: 8:00 P.M.
MONDAY THRU SATURDAY
Dine and watch racing in
temperature controlled comfort.
Reservations: M
371-0200
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“ ... has its very
own Swim énd Racpuet
Club, youknow.”
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An invitation to unique CLIFTON shopping...
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by the following CLIFTON BUSINESS ASS’N. members.

REMAINS TO BE SEEN
Antiques /Art » 3405 Clifton
M-Sat. 11-6, Fri. Til 9 e 281-7397

NEW WORLD BOOKSHOP
961-9144 e Qpen 7 days a week
Summer Sale Books & 50% off

LOUISE FLETEMEYER, REALTOR
3411 Clifton » 861-3915
Jewel Merriam, Assoc. 221-4197

THE CANDLE SHACK
A TOTAL CONCEPT IN CANDLES
354 Ludlow e Side Entrance Raoul's Pharmacy

SHAKER PLANE
Gift Items = Decorative Accessories
338 Ludlow e 861-4139

THE CLIFTON HARDWARE
Toro Lawnmower sales/service
Scotts e Ortho products

STIER'S
Prescription Pharmacy, Inc.
329 Ludlow e 861-1662

VIRGINIA BAKERY
“Very Best”
286 Ludlow e 861-0673

RICH'S
Clitton Village Variety Store

ADRIAN CLIFTON FLORIST
Clifton and Ludiow
861-4232

KELLER'S IGA MARKET
Clifton’s Food Center
319 Ludlow

THE CHEESE CELLAR OF CLIFTON
329 Ludlow # Rear Entrance
281-2225

1st NATIONAL BANK OF CINCINNATI
CLIFTON OFFICE
425 Ludlow » 852-4851

CLIFTON EARTHWORKS POTTERY
We Sell Clay
Classes Start Monthly

LANCE'S GIFT SHOP
Gifts & Children’s Togs e Cards
313 Ludlow » 281-5512

NEW WORLD FOODSHOP
Natural Foods With Full Menu Lunch Counter
347 Ludlow e 961-9145

THE WOOD REALTY COMPANY
Stephen F. Gerdsen, Assoc.
221-6000

HOME FEDERAL SAVINGS
369 Ludlow e 221-1122
“people helping people”

CLIFTON MEAT MARKET INC.
Satisfied Customers for 40 years
324 Ludlow e B861-4215

Borders Of Clifton
Sportswear e Coordinates e Dresses
366 Ludlow = 281-4586

THE POTTERY
Classes for Adults/Children
336 Ludlow

BUSY BEE
Restaurant Lounge
“A Tradition In Clifton"

PAHNER'S
Apothecary Shop
314 Ludlow e 861-4501

SOUNDCRAFT-CANDLEPOWER INC.
Professional Sounds, Lighting and Controls
346 Ludlow e 961-9070

PETE"S NEWS SHOP
Tobacco  Magazines s Newspapers
309 Ludlow » 221-6838



What do you get
when you cross

electric aptitude

with an

electric attitude?

Ask the guys from
Cincinnati Electric.

From the standpoint of experi-
ence, there's no other company
that can offer you as complete a
range in electrical and elec-
tronic service, products, total
system responsibility, and en-
gineering know-how.

And from the standpoint of at-
titude, they’ll provide you with
the kind that it takes to be the
best in the business.

For you this means a combina-
tion of the best service, follow-
through, and dependability in
the business.

Ask us today.

‘ :E :E : Cincinnati Electric
Equipment Co.

16 East 72nd Street
Cincinnati, Ohio 45216
(513) 761-6105
Division of
Electriconics/Inc.

prerogatives of its original farm zoning,
which allows horses (and even a ven-
erable 20-year-old burro named Ed-
ward).

Although part of the City of Cincin-
nati, Clifton still functions like a tradi-
tional village, with gas lights through-
out the neighborhood evoking the
charm of an earlier age.

The boundaries of Clifton, as incor-
porated in 1850, were the same as the
present boundaries defined by the City:
the canal, now Millcreek Expressway,
on the north; Dixmyth Avenue on the
south; Vine Street and Ruther Street on
the east; and the canal, now Central
Parkway, on the west. These are also
the boundaries recognized by Clifton
Town Meeting (CTM), the Clifton com-
munity council.

The geographical area constitutes
the Clifton statistical neighborhood . . .
one of 44 clearly-defined neighbor-
hoods which make up the City of Cin-
cinnati.

Boundary disputes as heated as
those in the old west have preoccupied
Cliftonites since the day in 1896 when
Clifton lost its battle to prevent annexa-
tion by Cincinnati.

The news media and institutions such
as the University tend to loosely lump
together several separate communities
and call them all “Clifton"".

Actually, the area south of Dixmyth
along both sides of Clifton Avenue is
called University Heights, and south of
that is the Fairview-Clifton Heights
neighborhood. The Fairview-Clifton
Heights Community Council speaks for

Students — a colorful Clifton influence.
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WESTSIDE
& Tennis Club

—"“A Living Experience’” —

Fireplace Apartments
and
Indoor Tennis

Fall 1975

Cincinnati’s New
“Intown’’— Indoor
Tennis Club

All Facilities Located 5 Minutes
From Downtown Cincinnati
Off Queen City Avenue

922-6670
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Kahn’s can
make you happy,
Kahn’s can
make you glad!

Kahn’s meats make
today-the best
you ever had!!!
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these neighborhoods, which have their
own unique identity to preserve, their
own problems to solve, even their own
public school attendance area.

Latest census figures show that Clif-
ton's population of 10,736 is 10 per
cent black, 88 per cent white, and 2
per cent “other”. Yet Clifton School's
enroliment for the last several years
was 49 per cent black, 49 per cent
white, and two per cent “other"”. Cen-
sus figures also show that the median
family income in Clifton is about 20
per cent higher than that of the City of
Cincinnati, yet 42 per cent of the Clifton
School children received regular free
lunch during the 74-75 school year, in-
dicating a low level of income among
many of the school's families.

When the fight is on for more recrea-
tion in Clifton, parents — black and
white — storm City Hall as they did in
March of 1974. (The result of that bat-
tle was a promised recreation center
adjacent to Clifton School. Construc-
tion began this summer, along with
renovation of the old school building).

When the CTM Recreation Commit-
tee stages a Walkathon to raise money
— as they did in 1973 and again this
year — parents and children from all
parts of the school district participate.
Funds raised have been used to spon-
sor a popular and extensive children’s
soccer program. Long-range plans en-
vision baseball diamonds, tennis courts
and swimming pools.

Historically, there have been no pub-
lic recreation facilities in Clifton at all.
The city has in the past considered
Clifton a wealthy neighborhood with
plenty of open.space and with a private
swim club. Actually, only the north end
of Clifton has some open space, and
the swim club serves only 280 families.

Crime, in general, is a problem in
Clifton, as it is everywhere. Yet a study

This Fall, Clifton School will become a multi-age, non-graded magnet school.

AR\ .

of crime rates in Clifton shows a dra-
matic difference in the occurrence of
crime, depending on which boundaries
one uses to define Clifton.

The Cincinnati Police, like the news
media, tend to refer to the entire Clifton
— Clifton Heights, Fairview and UC —
as “‘Clifton". That whole area includes
a large transient student population
and young apartment dwellers who are
easy victims for crime. Taken as a
whole, the area consequently shows a
fairly high incidence of crimes of all
kinds.

Yet, when figures for Clifton alone
are extracted, a different picture
emerges. According to Sgt. Jim Mills of
District Five, Cincinnati Police, there
are fewer incidents of violent crime in
Clifton than in adjacent areas. Bur-
glaries account for most of the serious
crimes, and there are numerous cases
of petty crimes...shoplifting, auto
theft, bike thefts.

Despite those problems, Mills says
of Clifton, "I think you're talking about
a pretty good area, a safe neighbor-
hood."”

In October, COM-SEC (Community
Sector), a team policing technique
which has been successful in reducing
crime in District One, will be inaugu-
rated in District Five. COM-SEC brings
back the old idea of policemen walking
their beats and getting personally ac-
quainted with the people in the neigh-
borhoods.

Meanwhile, the Clifton Town Meeting
is working with homeowners and.apart-
ment dwellers to educate people in
crime prevention techniques such as
keeping doors locked, leaving porch
lights on, being alert to strangers in
the neighborhood.

CTM, which was founded in 1961 to
oppose (successfully) the proposed
widening of Clifton Avenue from Ludlow
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Relocating?

Buyi ng. [ N}
Selling...

Your first stop should be your
Gallery of Homes. You'll find a
staff of real estate professionals
ready and eager to serve you.
Your Gallery Realtor is part of a
nationwide network of real estate
experts in the sale and acquisition
of residential properties. List your
home with your Gallery Realtor,
and the entire country becomes
your market. If you're interested
in buying a home across town or
across the country, you can do it
all with comfort in the living room
atmosphere of a Gallery of Homes.

If you‘re thinking about buying,
selling or relocating tomorrow—
see your Gallery of Homes Realtor
today.

DUFFY

5967 Glenway, (513) 922-6600

8200 Weller & Montgomery
(513) 791-7282

Johinson Realtors

7736 Beechmont, (513) 231-7500
1010 St. Rt. 28, (513) 831-7133

REALTOR




Custom
fabrication
by Hoeltge

You know by now there is a great
difference between bending metal and
quality custom fabrication.

Hoeltge knows it too, and has done
something about it.

Hoeltge bids at the right price.

Hoeltge makes deliveries, on time.

Hoeltge helps solve difficult
engineering and design problems.

Hoeltge will stock the metal for your
work in our own storage bays.

Hoeltge metal fabrication technology
and equipment is second to none for the
fabrication of steel and stainless steel.

For special component parts,
machine bases, machine tool guards
and component parts, special conveyor
carriers, materials handling equipment
including racks and mobile trucks and
shop tote boxes, look to Hoeltge.

All we need to bid your next job are

your prints. Write for more information:

Hoeltge, Inc., 5243 Crookshank Road,
Cincinnati, Ohio 45238 (513) 922-4300.

40 CINCINNATI AUGUST 1975

to Spring Grove, is deeply involved in
woerking with the residents and the city
to protect and improve the quality of
life in Clifton.

Betty Ames, one of the founders of
CTM and a Clifton resident for 45 years,
returned to the CTM board of directors
in 1973 as president. The threat of a
300 unit apartment complex on the old
Sacred Heart Academy property on
Lafayette Avenue brought her back this
time. “There's always some kind of
crisis in Clifton,” she says.

The Sacred Heart issue was dealt
with successfully and the 42-acre tract
is now scheduled to become public
park land while the old buildings on the
land may be renovated for use as a
conference center by UC.

CTM has devoted much time in 1975
to drawing up a neighborhood master
plan which eventually will be submitted
to City Council for approval. It will then
guide future land use, business devel-
opment, and community services in
Clifton.

On of the goals of the Clifton plan is
“to protect Clifton's village atmosphere
and advantages''.

Betty Ames knows people who have
lived in the same Clifton house for most
of the 20th century, like Kay Taft Bene-
dict on Lafayette Avenue and Dorothy
and Marian Rawson on Clifton Avenue.
(Even the flowers in Mrs. Ames’ garden
have a long Clifton history. The bulbs
originally flourished on what is now
Rural Lane, and were transplanted
around the community when the street
was developed).

Bill Kayse, manager of the Clifton
office of the First National Bank, spends
a lot of time walking around Clifton,
talking to people and getting to know
the neighborhood’s history. “There's
more history in Clifton than any other
place in Cincinnati,”" he says.

Walter Kearns, manager of the Home
Federal Savings and Loan on Ludlow
Avenue, said Clifton is one of the few
communities he knows where it takes
two hours to complete a short shopping
trip . . . there are so many people to talk
to on the way.

The present owner of Probasco
house on West Cliff Lane, Carol Nagel,
and her mother, Margaret Spalding, are
long-time Clifton residents. Mrs. Spald-
ing has watched Clifton grow since the
turn of the century, but says the char-
acter of the neighborhood has not
changed radically.

She remembers Clifton as a com-
munity where educational attainment
was always important, partly because
of the influence of UC people who have
traditionally made up a large portion of
the area's residents.

Mrs. Nagel, who attended Clifton
School as a child and has been active
in the school's affairs as a parent, sees
many similarities between then and

cincinnati

reds
atriverfront

August 8 (N), 9 (N) 10 (D) -vnnans Montreal

August ll (N) 12 N) sas iionnoasnnma Chicago
August 14 (N), 15 (N), 18 (N), 17 (D) Pll(:burgh
August 28 (N), 29 (N) 30 (N), 31 (D)..St. Louis
September 1 (7: 0) (N) .......... San Diego
September 3 (N), 4 (N) ............ Los Angeles
September 5 (N), 6 (N] 7 (D) ....San Francisco
September 16 (N), 17 (N) ............. Houston
ber 28 (N), 27 (D), 28 (D)....... Atlanta
(D)—Day Game. (N)—Night Game.

GAME TIMES: (unless otherwise noted)

All Week Nite 8:05 p.m. Sat. Nite
7 p.m. Sat. & Sun. Single Day
Games 2:15 p.m.

TICKETS
* NEWS/GIFTS

Reds tickets, plus newsstand
and gift shop in street-level lobby
of new 580 Bldg, corner 6th & Walnut.

Buy more than

travel for your
travel dollar!

We will arrange all of
your company'’s travel
requirements and offer
expert advice that can
save money. And, we
deliver tickets daily.
CALL MISS LEE
BELLMAN OR DON
LEOPOLD.
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SEXQUISITE “DINING

SINCE 1827

HISTCRIC LN\DP‘A‘"\ |

...toCincinnati's Finest Restaurants,
where quality cuisine, service and
hospiluiity are o fine tradition.

cSony

Restaurants

= DOWNTOWN

420 Walnut St.
721-5900

and welcome to the Stirrup Cup
Restaurant (right next door in the rear
of the Colony). The Stirrup Cup is the
civilized tavern in downtown Cincinnati
where one can enjoy aged steaks so
tender that a knife is only a social ges-
ture, seafood delicate in flavor, or juicy
young fowl served in rich Tudor at-
mospnere

sy STIRRUP CUP
TAVERN & RESTAURANT
414 WALNUT ST,
7215900

Enter through the Formica Arcade or
Mercantile Library lobby; Open 11 AM-
9 PM Monday through Friday.

now. "Clifton School always had a va-
riety of students,” she says. "There
mz2y be more socio-economic differ-
ences among the students today, but
there was always a wide range.”

“Clifton in 1930, especially the north-
ern part, was distinctly upper middle
class, “Mrs. Ames recalls. “There were
private homes — almost no apartments
at all. Now there is so much more di-
versity. In fact, | spend half my life try-
ing to convince City Hall that Clifton
isn't a rich neighborhood anymore.”

The change is reflected in political
preferences in Clifton. Once a strong
Republican area, it has changed so dra-
matically that in the 1973 City Council
election, voters in Clifton gave eight of
the top nine places to candidates from
the Democratic-Charter Coalition.

“People who buy homes in Clifton
today,”" says Steve Gerdsen, Clifton
resident and salesman with Wood Real-
ty Co., "are attracted by its reputation
as an intellectual, liberal, friendly neigh-
borhood. The community has a sta-
bility because of the doctors, lawyers
and others who live in the same homes
for many years. It also has an element
of transiency as university people move
in and out.”

Another attraction to Clifton is its
healthy business district. Residents en-
joy walking to stores, and children can
walk or bike to the library and to movies.

The shops on Ludlow Avenue also
draw non-residents to Clifton. Accord-
ing to the Clifton Businessmen's Asso-
ciation, about half of Clifton's shoppers
come from outside the community.

Specialty shops in Clifton include
places like "The Pottery”, which offers
wheel-thrown stoneware plus lessons;
Peterson’s, specializing in art needle-
craft materials and lessons; Shaker
Plane, a cozy gift shop with everything
from incense to India print dresses;
Ta-Wa-Na, a Mexican import shop:
Lance’s, with every type of gift imagin-
able; the New World Bookshop, and the
New World Foodshop; the Cheese Cel-
lar; and such old-time favorites as
Rich's 5¢ to $1.00 store, Pete's News
Shop and Virginia Bakery...all of
which go back 40 or 50 years in the
same location.

Because other businesses in the
area are profitable, newcomers like
Kevin Borders are attracted to Ludlow
Avenue, “We studied a number of dif-
ferent locations before settling on this
one,"” she said, discussing her misses’
clothing shop opened this spring. *We
found the business climate in Clifton
was very favorable, and we knew this
was a friendly neighborhood.”

Senior citizens find Clifton a conven-
ient place to live, close to shops, buses
and health care. Fifteen percent of the
population there is 65 or older,

A new Senior Center was opened in
December 1974 by community resi-
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2230 GILBERT AVENUE
CINCINNATI, OHIO 45206
PICK UP THE PHONE
AND CALL 751-5116
FOR SPECIAL ARRANGEMENTS
OF THE ALPHABET
TO SUIT YOUR NEEDS
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Your new office
will be ready
in two weeks.

That's what you’ll hear at the Gincom Tower
when you tell us to start planning your
new offices.

Our prices start at just FIVE DOLLARS per
square foot for brand-new, Class-A executive
office space. At that price you may be a bit
skeptical, but we're not skimping.

The price includes:

® The finest executive office space in
Cincinnati. (A concrete and steel structure).

e Space designed for your specific needs.
(Not “left-overs' from the former tenant.)

e Gorgeous panoramic views that can't be
duplicated. (Every office has large windows.)

® Excellent natural and artificial lighting.
* Complete and thorough janitorial services.
® 24-hour access to your offices.

® Lobby receptionist and comfortable waiting
area.

e Large dining area with food service.
(Available during non-service hours for your
meetings.)

e Complete Security System.

& One hour per month free use of completely
furnished executive meeting rooms.
(Additional use at very reasonable rates.)

o Guaranteed free illuminated parking space.
® Cut-pile, wall-to-wall carpeting.

® Aijr-conditioning and heating system with
your own controls.

® Aluminum, thin louvre (“invisible’) venetian
blinds.

® On premises management and maintenance.
(Ask our current tenants about cur prompt,
courteous attention.)

e Friendly, high-class neighbors.
® Fully automatic elevators.
Who could ask for more?

There is more. Drive out and see for yourself;
or call us today.

Cincom Tower

2300 Montana Avenue
Cincinnati, Ohio 45211
Telephone: 513/662-9618

dents, with help from CTM, churches,
Kiwanis and the businessmen's asso-
ciation. The center, which uses rooms
in the Clifton United Methodist Church,
offers lunch and a full program of ac-
tivities every Tuesday and Friday.

And Clifton School is getting a face-
lift — physically and programmatically.
Its main building, constructed in 1905,
is being completely renovated, and a
new multi-age, non-graded open class-
room program organized by Harrison
Herms, principal, will open in Septem-
ber. About 200 children from all over
the Cincinnati school district will be
enrolled, along with 600 neighborhood
children.

Parents of neighborhood children
have strongly supported the school. A
unigque organization is the Clifton
School Foundation, a non-profit fund
raising group developed by Clifton
parents to supplement the school's
budget. Since its formation in 1973,
$16,000 has been raised for teacher
training, instructional materials, musi-
cal instruments, art supplies and other
educational items.

Along with its well-known mansions,
many houses of the Victorian era still
line Clifton Avenue, The recently re-
stored homestead of William Resor,
one of the founders of the Zoo and the
Art Museum, is a gracious Victorian
farmhouse with long windows and a
wide veranda.

On Bryant Street, an ltalian diplomat
built a home in the provincial style of
his country. And one of the last homes
designed by Frank Lloyd Wright is on
Rawson Woods Circle. Redwood pan-
eling and two-story expanses of win-
dows make it seem part of the woods
surrounding it. Wright even designed
the light fixtures and furniture.

Clifton's churches are also diverse
architecturally. The fluted ionic col-
umns supporting the entablature of
Annunciation Church are 25 centuries
removed in style from the strong verti-
cal lines and contemporary design of
St. John's Unitarian Church across
Resor Street. The pitch of the roof and
the vertical window fins on St. John's
are functional. They are set to direct
shafts of sunlight to the altar during the
Christmas season. Calvary Episcopal
Church on Clifton Avenue is an excel-
lent example of Gothic church archi-
tecture, and its west window with five
stained-glass panes is a copy of the
famous window in the cathedral at
York, England.

All in all, Clifton is a healthy combi-
nation. Betty Ames sums up the feelings
of many residents: “Even if we sell the
house, we would get an apartment in
Clifton. It's the most interesting neigh-
borhood to live in—the people, the
terrain, the architecture, the different
income levels, and age groups. That's
what urban living is all about.”
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