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August 8, 2023
Sent Electronically:

Re: Solicitation & Panhandling
Dear Members of Council:

Our great community of Clifton has benefited for many years from a
complete, compact, vibrant, eclectic and creative business district as
demonstrated by the map attached. The quasi totality of the merchants
are small businesses (not chain stores) fulfilling their “American Dream”.
Many merchants are not American-born, paralleling the cultural diversity
of our neighborhood.

Recuperating from COVID has not been easy, despite the continued support of
the neighborhood. One difficulty is the management of the panhandling issue
regulated by Cincinnati Municipal Code Section 910-12. The Code is simply
unworkable, as it leaves a lot to interpretation. The main problem is the
interpretation of:
(d)It is unlawful for any person to solicit in an aggressive manner,
including any of the following actions:
1. Soliciting in a manner that impedes access to or from, or use
of a building, vehicle or establishment;
2. Soliciting in a manner that would alarm, intimidate, threaten,
menace, harass, or coerce a reasonable person;

This statement is unworkable. When confronted by a police officer,
panhandlers are often stating that they are not aggressive and are not
impeding.

A simple modification to the Code would be to add:

3. Soliciting within 10’ of the door/access of a Facility.

Please consider this change to help your hardworking some businesses
that contribute so much to the Quality of Life of our neighborhoods.

Sincerely,

BerddPacco

Gérald Checco, President
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No solicitation allowed: . I .
It is unlawful for any person to solicit in an aggressive

No solicitation: 20’ crosswalk manner, including any of the following actions:
(1) Soliciting in a manner that impedes access to or from,
No solicitation: Bank Area or use of a building, vehicle or establishment;

No solicitation: Bus Stop (2)Soliciting in a manner that would alarm, intimidate, @@@@@@@)
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threaten, menace, harass, or coerce a reasonable person;
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